UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

v WASHINGTON
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¥r, J. Bradley Tsuner,
Chief “lerk, Court of Cluims,
%ashington, L. O,
%y dear ¥r, Teaner!

Fecsipt i scknowledged of the eall of the Court of Clalme
on this Dopariment for additionsl evidence ia sult, The Blaskfees,
et 2l Indians v. The United States, ¥o. 3-437.

The data requested vill be aseenbled and forwarded o the
gourt at the sarliest practicable date.

tingerely yours,

Assistant Segretary,

R BeA Ko 1] 27, -Gt of o

Al

oTa
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1 adley Janner .
bre J O lork, Court of Claims,
Joshingtan, D.Ce

Ly AeAY LY. Sanner:

Parther rofcrence is mede 4o the recent oall of the Courd
of olring on this nepartnent for ad 15l onal ovidence in Sho sult,
The Zluakfeet et sl. I[ndlans Ve “he Unlted 3twtes, Ho. &-427.

Yhe Tenewval iand 0 Jice has reporsed @hut the first tract
desaribed in the oail canlains 5, 306624 sRaTe udles or 2£,11D,993.60
nares, Qnd,§aﬁﬁsty&at Uoe 2 aonvains 20, 880.06 syusre milss or

o Ta - "}(2"
15,173,550.40 acress Lhere is enolose

-

herewith o map of konbana

fa

o

s 31 mvel Ewe at 5
sith She boundaries of Crocd LiC. 1 ghown Lo red and Srach «40e < oub~
¥ W ik A -
lined in biue.

3o ke Rl S Ta TN 1 g %""‘ Y 4 -
e wotion for enll srenomisbed Wil your coLimunlcsuion is re

o g v vl e
Sincergly Jours,

(iiemed) Jorm e SAWaTdS.

Tl sgaistent lecretarys
2uTnl=10

Tnalosure Ho. BE4BS8.
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S$r. J. Eradley Tonmer,
Chief Clark, Court of Clalms,
fashington, D. C.
¥y dear ir. Tanner;

Fartber refersnce is msde to the recent osll of the Conuxd
of Claims on this Departwent for additicsal evidence in the suit,
The Blackfeet et =1. Indians v. The United Itates, No. E.437.

The Censyal land Offios has roported that e firet truct
deseribed im the ¢all containe ¥,206.34 squure miles or 2,115,993.60
acres, snd that Srect No. 3 contains 20,503.26 squure miles or
13,173,350.40 scres. There is inclosed Derewith a mep of tontams
with the boundaries of tract No. 1 shown ia red snd trect No. 2 oute
lined in Dhoe.

% motion for esll transmitted with your sommunication is re-
turned herewith.

Einserely youre,

2-L7-10 Assistant Secretery.

Inslosure No. 58488 .
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! UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

WASHINGTON /

;fr. J. Bradley Tanner,
Chiaf Clerk, Court of Claims,
¥eshington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Tanner:

Farther reference ic made to the recemt call of the Court
of Claims on this Department for additional evidencs in the suit,
The Blackfeet et al. Indians v. The United States, No. B-437.

The Ceneral land Office has reported that the firet tract
deseribed im the call contains 3,306.34 square miles or 2,115,993.60
acres, and that tract No. 2 contains 20,503.28 square miles or
13,173,350.40 acres. Thers is inclossd herewith s map of Montams
with the Youndariss of tract No. 1 shown in red and tract No. 2 out-
lined in dlue.

The motion for csll transmitted with your commnication is re-
turned herewith.

A

fw'
[4¥)
ey

ESENY
B ¥ SRV I

Azsistant Decretery.

Intlosare No. 56488.
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In the Court of Cl-ins of the United S5ta tes.
BlzckTect, et al., Ih@ Mms ve United States.

B 427,

In response %o = eall nage by the Court of Cls ims on tre

Depnrtnent of the Interlor the follewing information wa

furnished by the Acting u01u1%blener of The Generzl Land

0ffice %o uke Corviis'sioner of Indi=n AfZairs, in a letter
under dste of February 7, 1927

<he Unratified Ire«ty strip): 13,173,350.24 -cres.
e Jeton-l.ariasg Strlb) 2,115,993.,60 =cres.
5,289,543.84 -cres.

In the peti vicenefiled by Claintiffs Jhlj lO 1925 in the
Court of Clsins the *QllOJlLﬂ :i~ures Tor Nﬂexme in the
2bove nentioned trocs ts of Jnd were set forth-

O

(1) (ne Unr-tified lreuty strip): 15,361,200.00 =cres.

(2) (2he Jeton-llnri s strip): 2,092,420.00 -cres.
Jotal 15,453,620.00 scres.

Jhe guree xiven by the Comiiscioner -ng
the yeululOn 2re 28 Tollows:

(1) e vetition sets up 187,849.76 ores more than ziven by

(2) Ehe petltion sets up 253,573.60 scres less than given by
9] OLJ. .Al 5 ul onere.

2o0tal The pesition sets up & total acreage of 164,27
more than given by Comuissicner.

(o3}
L
b
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- February 17, 1087, -
* The Honorable, The Secretary of the Interior, | '
Washington, De C, ' - ' ,

sir: In ro: CALL OF DEPARTMENT IN THE BLACKFEET ET AL.
IUDIANS V, THE UNITED STATES = NOe E ~ 427,

: A Call was £1iled in the Court of Claina in the ahove entiiled =
case for information from your Depariment for the respeotive sareages
of the following desoribsd tracts of land in the State of lontanay = -

"1. Beginning at Hell Gate or Medicine Rock Pposes
(now known as !ullen Pass); thenae easterly to the
nearest scurce of the Musselshell river; thence down
821d river to its month; thence up thae ohannel of the
- Hisspuri river to the mouth of the “arias river: thonce
up the lfarias river to its junction with the Teton river:
thence up the Teton river to its interseoation with the
forty-eighth parallel north latitude; thence weaterly
alons sald parallel to its intersection with the divide ~
ing ridge of the main chain of the Rociy Mountainsjthence . -
, goutherly along said dividing ridge of the main oin of
o, the Rocky Uountains to the place of beginning, : »

"2 Commencing at the point of Junction of the Teton
and Marias Rivers; thence up the main chammel of the :
Marias river to Birch Creek; thence alon~ the main chane
nel of Birch Creek to 418 sonroe; thence west to thefain -
chain of the Rocky Hountains; thence south slonz the main
chaln of the Rocky Hountains %o a point wherc the parallel
of forty-eizht degrees of north latitude intorseot the
dividing ridge of the main ahaln ofthe Rooky Mountainsa; <
thence in an esaterly dirsction along said parallel to -7
the nearest soursce of the Teton river; tlhenaoe down said
river to the point of beginning.”

R

7

This oall was received by your office and referred to the offfice
of theCommissioner of Indian Affairs @ho, under date of January £9,198%
communicated with the Commissioner of the Genernl Lond 0ffice by ls tter,
requecting the areas of the traots of land as above cuoted. Under @a
of Ffebruary 7, 1927, the Commissioner of the Ganernl Land Offioe repli
to the letter of the Commissioner of Indicn Af{airs by letter maried
with symbols "1248124 "E" AFD," Tho reply of the Commiseioner gave the.
acreage of the above tracts, but by some error gave the acroage in traot
£ of the above 6all under the designation "Tract 1" and the acreage of
tract 1 in the above 0all under the designation of "Tract 2," As a
sult of this error the sreas of land contained in tract 1 of the eall
is given as 2,115,993.,60 acres, and the area in tract £ as descrided’
~  theoal 1s given'as 15,173,350,40 aores, As traot 2 desoribed

' o0all 4is very much smaller than tract 1, the nature of tiis error o
readily be ascertained by looking at the map, but at the offjce of.
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AN

Departaent of Justloe it 1s suggested that we have amother letter o
sent-to the Clerk of the Court of Claims, pointing out this error -
and aorrecting the same for the reoord of the Court,

. ?espeetfully, . :
SERVEN,JOYCE % BARLOW and JOHN G, CARTER,

BY (;¢4v» A Coli—

.i
o4

o



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
; OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

dr. J. Bradley Teaner, "
Shief Clerk,
Court of Claime,
My dear ¥r, Tenners

Zeeel ol g soknowledsed of your commnlestion of Februsry

i3

19, 1827, emclosing = conr of & motlon for o7ll uvron this Dersrde

[

wment for evidenmes %o be uszed in the crse of Blackfest ot 2l
Indizns v the United Stztes Yo, F-427,

Fhe 4ate will be gollected aznd forwrrded a2t tha esrliest
nrzgticabie dzte,

Yery truly yours,

(Egd.} ik 5 FNWARDS

sesistant Ssoer-tsry.
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March 10, 1927 .

'

Mr. Eleinschmidt of the Court of Claims called up at
noon today M, March 10,1927 ) and said that the

Motion for Return of Answer to 0sll for Correction in

the Blackfebt oase; filed s few days ago, was allowed
and that he was now transmitting 1t to the Department.

He also added, "You better chase 1% up."

N DAN

urlingame Special ‘Qovll'e,cti'o(r‘i - Mon



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE IRTERICR
GENERAL LAND OFFICE

: WASHINGTON
In reply please refer to

1248124 "XK* CRR MAR 30, 1827.

Data relative to lands

involved in the sult of the
Blackfect et al,, Indians vs.
United States. ‘

Ty b A 4 {"3&%
s ] Cbs AN
The Commissioner ~ ? [T okt it
of Indlan Affairs. i%“ R . o ;
) ot f K E o . £ _Mﬁ@““‘”@ 2
: g g P NE MMQ
My dear Mr. Burke '@}”& o

Your letter of March 8, 1927, asks for certain
information in regard to two tracts of land in the State
of Montana involved in the suit of the Blackfeet et al.,
Indians vs. United States, No. E - 427,

You are advised that a computation made in this
office shows the acreage of Tracts A and B ag described
in your letter to be respectively 13,173,350,40 acres and
2,115,993,.60 acres.,

A partisl examination of these arcag shows that
a considerable quantity of land along the southern and
western borders of Tract A and the western border of Tract
B was included in the secondary limits of the grant to

the Northern Pacific Railroad Company.
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1248124 "K* CRR

In the southeast part of Tract A and the west
part of both traci;s there is included a comparatively
- small amount of the primary grant of odd sections to
the Northern Pacific Railroad Company., In the southern
portion of Tract A and in the western portion of both
tracts a large quantify of land hag been included in the
limits of several national forests.

Secs, 16 and 36 in both tracts were granted
to the State of Montana for schools, with provision for
indemmity for those portiogs of these sections lost to
the State by settlement prior to survey 4in the field or
otherwise,

No money or other consideration was received
by the Government for the lands so disposed of.

By far the larger part of the landg in these
areas was, however, disposed of under the general land
laws, of which probably more than 90% came under the
homestead laws,

Under the homestead laws no price per acre
wasg charged except in a few cases where the entryman
commated his entry by payment of $1.25 per acre, or

$2.60 per acre, depending on whether the lands were

o
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1248124 "x" CRR

within the limits of the railroad grant., A small portion
was also disgposed of under the preemption and desémsd
land laws at $1.25 per acre, and some sales wore made
under the laws providing for sale ¢f timber lands, for
the most part at $2.50 per acre,

It can not be stated with any exactness how
much of these two areas is unreserved, unentered land,

In the counties of Fergus and Cascade which
are wholly within these areas there were reported to
be on July 1, 1926, 275,105 acres of such lands. Parts
of seven other counties are within these areas. The
total uuiisposegflandl in thege counties both within
and without the said areas A and B were over 380,000
acres on the said date,

The price of the lands in the small percent in
which cagh was received does not indicate with any exact-
ness the value of the landg at the time of sale but is
the minimum price which the Govermment has set uwpon its
public lands vhere subject to entries requiring cash
payment,

The feep and commissiong allowed on various

clagses of entries were to recompense the Government for

3=
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1248124 *X* CRR

the expense of administration,

The making of a complets report on these areas
giving with exactness all the information agked for,
would involve a tract book examination of cach lezal
subdivision, and in many caseg an examination of entries
made within these areas, This would necessarily take
a very considerable amount cof c¢lerical laber over s
long period of time,

At the informal conference arranged by your
office between the local attorneys for the Indians and
this office, it was considered that such an exact
examination was not necessary.

It is my wnderstanding that the said Indian trides
are endeavoring to collect from the Governmont the
value of the land ceded to the United States in these
areas and not just the recovery of the purchase money
receivel by the Government., Therefore, it would goem

unnecegsary to furnish a list of the lands disposedoof,

and the various kinda ¢f entries made for which the
Government received no money, and the several %racﬁ
which have been included in reservations and in school
and railroad grants, However, if the court deems this
jnformation necessary, I will have it furnished upon

receipt of such reguest.
Very respectfully,

(7-12 Jub) (Signed) William Spry
Commigsioner,
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON
0 LN

Hr. J. Sradley Tanper,

Chief Clerk,

Court of Claims.
My dear Hr. Tanmmer:

#ith referenece to your letter of March 10, 1927, returninz the
map previously forwmarded in the case of the Blackfeet et al, Indians
v. the United 3tates, No, F~427, there is returned herewith the mmp
together with the previous repert of this Department.

The Genersl Land Office has now advised that tract No. 2 as
deseribed im the c2ll upon this Department of January 19, 1927, con-
taine 3,306.24 soucre miles or 2,115,993.80 acres, and tract ¥o. 1
contains 20,583,368 square miles or 13,173,350.40 acres approximately.
The pamerical desi-nations of the two trects were transposed in Seperal
Tapd Officets letter of February 7, 1927, on which our report wes based.
The larger tract should be ¥o. 1, and is sho¥n in red, and the smaller
tract should be No, 2, shown in blue,

Yery trﬂyﬁm.

Tirst ;éssistant %Mi&gﬁz

Enclosure 20439,
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON S g

¥y, J. Bredleyr Panner,
Chief Clerk, Court of Claims, ‘
#aghington, D. €. L
Deax 8irs

Turther referance iz mads o your communication of February
19, 1927, inclosing & nmotion for csll upon this Densrtment for further
information cuncerning the diepcsal by the United States of certsin
londs olsiuwed by the Blaekfeet Indlsns. Phis info¥mation ig desired
z8 evidence in ths zult in the Alackfeet verasus the United Ststes,
Court of Clains, He. E-427.

There 1s inclosed herewith the original lstter from the Commise
sioner of the Cenersl land Office to the Corwissioner of Indian Affairs
in which informetion ie given covering the recuest in the wotlen.

fhe motion, inclosed with your commnigstion, iz returned here-

vith,

Yery truly yours,

L

G T First issiatant Secretarys ...

&

Inclosure 18574,
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UNITED STATES
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Mr. J. "‘mamey Tauner,

CRéef Clerk, U. S. Court of Claims,

Yashington, D, C.

¥y dear ¥r, Tanner:

Further reference is made to the call of the Court of Claims
of Sentember 3, 1929, for information to be used in suit No. E-4237,
entitled The Blackfect, Blood, Piegsn and Gros Ventre Nations or
Tribes of Indians ve. The United States.

The area of the tract of land dasz;.ribed in the call has been
determined graphically to amount to 19,044 square miles, or |
12,188,160 acres.

Sincerely y urs,

o
& # v
RS O iy 2 SN

First Azeistant Secretary.
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¥r, J. Bredlsy Troper, ¥
el Clers, U, 7, Teurt of Tlsims,
Yuehington, o, O,
¥y desr ¥Yr, Tonner:
pyrther referaree 13 wada to the o211 of the Court of Tlrime
af Banterber 3, 1929, for informstion to e ured in wull Se. -7,
sntlitled The Hlrekfest, Hln~d, Plegon snd Troe Teulrs U¥ntions oF
Tribes »f Indisne Ye, The United States.
*na spassnf the treet of lazpd doeeribed Lo the 2711 bos been
deterined arasbieslly to amount to 13,744 esguove ailen, oy
18 1ER 180 seTew,
fuearely yours,
Piret sznelztent Feorotery,
10-21 jmd
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