IN THE COURT OF CLAIMS OF THE UNITED STATES

Blackfeet Indians, et al, )
)
Plaintiffs, )
) «
Y. ) Ho. E-427 >
a
The United States, % A~ iy _
Defandeant. )
)

Depositions cn behalf of the plaintiffs taken by
agreement ¢+ the Talmss Grounds near Winchester, Idaho, on
Jaly 7, 19°6. The witnesses for the plaintiffs being unable to
spesk the langusge, Jamew Stuart wes firgt duly gworn to
tranglate to the begt of his ebllity from Baglish into Nesz
Perce the Guestions propounded by the counsel and from Nes

Perce into English and the engwers of the witnesres *hereto.

Cuy Patten, FeGuire, for Plsintiffe.

G. T. Stormont, Esgquite, for Defendent,
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9& Walker bdeing first duly sworn testified sz followss
Q. ¥hat is your m? Direction examinition by Mr. Patten.

4. John Walker.

&, How old are you?
A. Seventy one.

Ge Are you a member of the Nez Perce tside of Indisns?

A. Yes sle.

Q. Have you lived with the tribe all of your life?

A. Yes #ir.

C. Where were you bora?

A, Hontana.

G. In vhat country of Momtana?

A. Nesr Crangedale, Honmtana,

Ce 4% B boy 41d you learn or hear of the commonm hunting ground country that
was provided for in the treaty of 18557

A, I &id not hesr until I was quite a sise young men.

Q. Where 4ld you learn that this o mmon hulting ground wes loested?

A. ¥Yrom the Big Holes, north and east,

Q. Do you kmow where the Three Forks country is?

A. Yos, I do know,

G, Was that in this commoen hunting ground, or do you knmow?

A. It wag included,

Q. By Big Hole do you mean Big Hole Pass?

A. Yes,

C. Did you ever go into this country or through this country?

A. Yeu.

R. Vhen was the first time you ever went through this country?

P

A. Thirteen years before Joseph's war of 77. SN
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Gs What sere you making this trip for?
4. To hunt Waffslo.
Lo Abomt how old were you at that time?
4. I =28 smmll, sbout ten yesre old.
C. ¥hen you got through Big Bole pass in thils first trip, shere 434 you go
from there to find your buffale?
4., ¥e veut further on east ng far as Bllliogs eountry.
Ce Om thisz trip 414 you go scrogs the Three Forks country and on to Yollowstone
river?
&, Yae, u=ir,
e Did you got zny Yulfalo or mmxm soe any buffalo between Big Ho.e Pass snd
Tellovstone river?
4. I 438 not see any.
Q. Bow for 4id you have to 50 before you ran into duffelo huating?
L. Over there to Billings aud ncrth of Billings, |
C. How msny toepsss of people were inm your party?
4. Zpout two hundred tespeer at first and them the jarty split up and adout
sixty teepees ware left in the witnessew perty.
R« How muny fruilies would there be in s toeyes?
A+ Generslly sbout three families,
K. How leng were pou gone on this first hanting trip?
A. About & year the firs: tiwme.
&. Di2 you brisg dack aany buffalo meat snd hides from that trip.
& Yos they brought some.
Q. ibout how much meat and hides did you bring bsck?
4. Cuite a lot.
G. Hov many pony loads of mest and hides to the teepee would you Bring back?
&+ About tventy peck leads to the teepee.
G. D14 you ever go back through this country after this first triz?
4. Yes, I dia, "y
/St
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G. ibout how many trips 4id m muke after this first trip?

A. After the first trip I wade three otuer tripe.

. Fere these sther trips cdmycsed of about the ssme nucder of pecple ag the
first trip? '
&zéamt%hmmx%smwmmmhazm‘

Q. On these last three trips where 414 you get youwr buffalo?

4. Borth of Billi~gs and on the Musszel Shell.

G. On any of these trips were you sdle o get suy buffelo belwesn Big Hole Pass
sercss the Three Forks and $0 the Yellowstone?

A. ¥ome at all,

g, Fhnt 44¢ vour people use the ulffale for?

4. To ent spd moke buffslo robes and hides snd everything.

G, What 4id you meke your taepees ofY

A. Baffalce hidec,

G. How meny hides would It take to make a teepee?

4. Different =mount of hides to differsut tents, from thirteem to tventy %o
gach tent.

G. Bhat 413 you use for beds and bed covers?

A Buffale hides,

G. D4 you ever trade or sell buffalo hides for provisions =nd other things?

A, Yes, I have secn them zell sud trade and I once myself traded. The time I
‘made a trade myeelf I trsded for ove of the Dest blanjets, e Hudson Bay blankst,
¢, How meny hides did ycu hawe to glve for this dlanket?

L. Just one, sn even trade,

€. D6 you know what things your pecple traded these buffalo hildes for?

A. T resesber they used to trade hides for scme money, flour, sugar, sud coffee.
€. Do you kaow sha: buffslo hides were worth vhen you were a boy?

A. 1 mever saw what they got but I uszed to hear the price according to sise of
the hide unsed %0 run up %0 twently dollars.

¢. Do you meem thet was from twenty dollars dosm.
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A, They s0ld for less than twent: dollars and more thanm twemty dollars.
G« Bere these razw or dregsed rodes?
4. A1) dressed, ready. .
Q. Yhen you were & boy growing up do you know hor often these hmting parties wat
for buffalo?
fiwestion objeoted to by Er. Stamt ealliing for hearsay.
A. Evory year.
Q. DA the same rarty of people go every year or were there different parties?
L. Some =0uld g0 every year and zome would stay and gsome would go for the first
time,
G. Were there, within your recellscticm, ever any tmffalo in the home territory
of the Hes Perces in Idaho?
A, Ho, alr,

Stormont.
» Whare 1s thal with reference to Heleum?

Cross Erxaxzinetig
Ce YoM sy you were born in

4« Up the hesd of the Bitter root velley up from Mlasoula,

Qo Hor many miles from Mlssouls?

A. I 40 not Imow I never messured.

€. Can you approrieste the dlsiance?

4. I 40 not Inow.probably twenty miles or more.

. North of Xirsoula?

4, South,

. Prom shat your fsther and mother zold you what were your people dolng in that
country at thet tize?

A, Used to go hunting tuifalo,

G Them they were on & hunting trip st thet time?

4. Yes. |

Ce You say you were about tem yesr: old em your first trip?

4. I 40 net ¥mow exactly. |
G, That is the first time in your recollection tha' you were in that country?
i. Yo, sir. Ry
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Q. Prior to that were your pecple with the bend to which they belonged living
in Ydako?
4+ Yez, Sir.
s Prior to that time 4id your pecple snd their bemd moke any buting trips
slzevhere.
Q. Vhere in MNontaus arcund the Mariss?
A, ¥rox Big Holez, Three Forke amd om enst,
Q. Prior to thig first trip into the Three Porky 41d your reorle ever hunt .,
within your recolleciion, iIn the coumniry oa the Wissourt?
L. Yem, they uzed to huit there.
€. You told adout four ‘ripe sltogether that you made into Three Forks country
and ginted that you sawv no Yulffalo in that country. Did ron hunt for dDulfalo whie
on that ¢rip In that country?
A, In goling through the Three Mrks counizy I, myself, never lunted In that
country.
. Do you recall what the traditions were in your boyhood deys of your tride
where the buffalo hunting grounds were?
&. The post plentifal mxe.zn my doyhood dsys was north and esst of Billinge
Q. Then sour party returned from the Three Porks cowntry on this first trip how
sany teepees weore In the pariy?
&, Lbout ewixzty,
Q. Back lod.e hod sbout twenty psok loads of buffslo mext aud hider aid 237
&, If there were three famllles in the tents thare would be about twenty.
Q. Did you go arcund counting how wany peck loads to the fomily?
4. ¥o, sir, I never counted but estimated how meuy.
Qe &n yiu were ouly ten years old at the time?
A, Yem, zir.

Q;Matmmre}ﬁbe take that b ¢
= A Ptk gl gmlzg mach i{nterest to e:; %’mﬁe the Guantly
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i, ifter I made the second trip I took more inmterest.
G, I am wsk talking about the first trip, mot the second.
4. From the impreszion it made On me wes because 'hered vere sO meny peck horses,
%;Eﬁlwg&skmgmkmgmmﬁwma pack wrip?
4. I cavmot give the exact herd but there was Guite s lot of them,
€. Shat 40 you meas by Quite & lot, two humdred heed or five hundred head?
&+ Froo the recollectiions mz'mmumaamsammna and ea ch
fanily would have fro- fifteen to tweuty head of horses.
k. Heve you ever had your herd of pack pomies together at ome time om your re urm
seip?
&, Yoz, I have seen them come L0 sy stopping plsce on the trip and the whole
esravan would stop and the ponies would come together,
Q. ind you were umabls to approximsie the wmaiber of snimmle at any of these
stopping places that you mentica?
4. Ro, X never counted them. Simply esiimsted them becsuse there were 50 many ,
horsex,
€. You testlified that the hunting perties would go suay eech yesr from the Lhome
territory of your tride. You do not kuow where they =emt do you? |
L. They used to go over into the Montans country =nd polnts esst from here,
Q You mesn thst is khere they said they were going?
3. Yes.

et is all,

[Witnes: to mark

S
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Pailip Evens being first duly sworn tﬁtiﬁﬁ as follows: :
G. What 1s your neme? Direction examination by Mr. Patten.

A, Phillp Evens,
G, Bow old sre you?
4. Over sighty.
C. Are you s member of the Nes Perce tribe of Indians?
4. Yes,
Q. Have you lived with the tih tribe all your life?
As Yes,
Q. Where were you born?
A. In the county of Idaho, ztate of Idaho,
€, Do you remember the treaty of Walla Walla of 15557
4. Yes, I do remenber.
Q. About how old were you st the time of that treaty?
4. dbout fifteen.
S. Do you remember the :reaty of the Judith of 18553
A. I wed not over there at the time but when the Nes Perces came home they told
about 1t.
Q. Did you learn that there had beem s eommon hubting ground where the Nes Perces
and other tribes would be permitted to hunt by th-t treaty?
4. I heard them say that,
Q. Where 414 you understand that common hunting ground provided by the treaty
of the Judith wes located?
4. I heard them say it imcluded following the Yellowsteme and East to Mussel Shell
snd West to Big Holes,
Q. Do you know where the Three Porks country is3
. I’hswmarboea%%ree?&rhbutlwtegabytrmwm&rks
lays north snd east of Big Hole Pass.,
G. D34 you understand that the Three PForks country was in that hunting grousd
provided for in the treaty?
A. It was ineluded inside the designated Wumting ground. /7 /
T e
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Q. Di4 you ever go with any hunting parties of our bend into thiy huanting ground
sountry bsfore the tseaties of Walla Walls snd tho Julith?

A, There was 1lots of game.

G. What kind of gems 414 you find in thet country?

4. Buffale, elk, sntelope, white tall deer, black tell deer zud mooue.

G. Bere there nany bdulfzlo there before the traaty?

A+ Plant>.

Ce Did you hunt buffslo in thet country?

A. Yoz, my father used %o kill lots of them,

G. How mony times 44@ you humt in this buntisg ground country before the Tslls
¥ella treaty? '

i. T went there when vory smell just before the teeety snd wemt after the iresiy
the second tize.

¢, How long after the treaty of Wslla Unlle was it that vou made this second
trip to this country?

A. I w25 & groem s the second time.,

G, Prere 218 you go the zecond time?

4. Tarcugh Big Hole Pass,

e Fhere 418 you go from the.of

4. Bight dosn eest,

G. Hov far east &id you gof

2, I mmted as far as Bi:linge snd north to what is called Buaffslo Heart.

G. Did you ever hunt snd et Buffalo in this Three Forks ecuntry wfter the Falls
Walla treaty?

4. Eo.

G, About how old were you when you made this hunting trip that you say wes mele
after the treaty of ¥Walls ¥alle shem you were grosa?

4. Cloze to thirty.

€. DI you zee or “un sny uffele in the countey beiween the 3ig Hole Pags and
the Yellowsioue river on that trip? / 7

A. TPhere varnt sny untlil further on esst.



ife

Merrill G. Burlingame Special Collections Montana State University-Bozeman Do Not Duplicate Without Permission

C. On theve humting rerties that yow wemt om, how meny teepecs of pocple wemt in
such & party?
a.mzwzse@,mmmmtm.mwmmem&tosgm,
€. How many familles to each tespes?
4. Sbout two fanilies to sack teepse, sometines gemerzlly three.
Q, How leng would you sta; on these partles?
i. I never stayed there all winter dut other bends of this tribe weuld stay a1l
winter, btut @w;ﬁnmm,’x the first yesr.
&w‘mmm of meat end hides would you bring dack fron one of these
trips?
Defendsnt cbjects to question becsuse of its gemerality snd moves to stirike uniess
1% i+ limited %o ome or “=0 specific tripe the witness testified he made.
Q. On eithor of theve itrips that you mentionsd thal you mede did your dand dring
deck suy uffalo meat and buifulo hides?
4. Phe lsst trip I made I came home all by oyself and could ot say how much meat
there was brought.
G. Do you remewber the Orofine gold rush in the Nes Perce territory?
4. Yos sir, I szxx sax the white people.
€. Adout how old were you then?
4. I wes about twently years old,.
Cross Besmimation, oy r. “ltormont.
Q. Your people would go on husts for buffulo each ryesr dlda't they?
4, Bvery yesr.
&. Aod vou would usually go with your people woulida't you?
A, I went teice, vhen I wes smell and the second time I wus & Zrosn person.
G. Do vou mess thot you enly went on two hunting trips ia your entire lifetime
in any territory?
i, I went only twice to hunt buffalo mwi But used to huut here at home.
G. Then you mean to say yoa zant to hunt buffsle omly twice?

ey




. : -11!
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Va Win Yeh 'fgs,n :.:iy being first duly sworn testifi~d as follows:
*Diregt examination by Hr. Patton. |

Qs “hat is your name?
A, Ya Vin Tah Tsan ly.

Q. How B1d are you?™
A, Close to a hundreod,.

.
v g - . —

Q. AF~ you & moubrr of the d»z Prarer trib~ of Indiens?
A, Yﬁﬂz 3‘11::

§ Vhrrs _Were you rais~d as & young girl’
A, Bltinrroot vallﬂy, |

— - -

Q+Did you =¥=r firar of the common hunting ground that wes provided
for in th~ tre=aty of Iudith in 10557

Gather~ did you undrrotoad that wos?
}Ag “it ti}"’ Hhr”" Eu }xuc

Qe Var= you ov-r in Montans?

Al Yes, ‘ :
Qe Then? ' _ | E
A, Long age. B i ' '
Qe %rre you ~ver ovor oa Y~llowstone river?
As Yes, sir, ' | ’ i - 3

— | — e p— ey o, —

G How old uer~ you whra you were first over on Yellowsione river?

Ayg T do nst r»mambﬂr oW old I was but I was old ﬂacmgﬁ that

.eould get on a horse- by my self,

4. How long éié you stay ﬁa»vr«-w_',

e -— —

A, Stayed thﬁra & whole yraxr then &ad som~tines leng@r.

. v

Q«Ea yeu mean that you wont back. and forth from the Jez “eze» e@zmtxy
ta that aenntry"
A Y’S«. Biri

S ’@h»n m quit xaaking tmsﬂ tﬁya vasl @aa i‘orm Erom

- you th@a‘?




T T 12w
territory. - o T .
G, Vere you merri-d at that tinp-?

— .

A. Y8, but my husband was killed by other tribes.

GeDo Fou remefbeF the gold rush thet took place in that gountry?
As Yoo, I remember.

- — - . -

we About how Iong b-Tors or after the goid rush was it timt you came
ocack to th~ Hez DPered countr¥ to stay?
A. Probably about two ycars altep. B _
Yo Did y3u ~ver go Bae¥ to thas country cn any hunting pa¥ti=s aftey
Jou r~tilrn to the Nrz Pozgr country &8 you had indieated?
Yes,0nee alft~rward , ' ' o

P

Lt

« Yher~ did y%u go oa that last trip?
A. By big holes. '

o)

L« Phere froi thepe? v
» Zast 2ad toward iussel Shell,

g

— -

GaDid you go any further then Mussel Shell.

& - 2“!{3,‘

ds ¥hile~ you wer? in lMontena as a girl did you ever go with &y
hunticg pa¥ties in T is Sommon hunting ground country betwe~p Bib
Pags and Y-llowston® viv-r arcund Thre- Forks? R

4, No. Buffalo 211 gon-. ‘ : o

- — ——r

Q+Wh~F~ A1 Fou g -t~ your Buffalo mrrt afd nides Ht that time?
A. Over ther~ betw--n luss~1 Sh-11 e1d I~llowstone river,

%4« Did you ~vAT hunt buffelo in This couon hunting ground gouniry
- &Found Tarr~ Forks atTany tiwms? T 7 - U
A+ Y38 uSed to be lots b~for~ thry were killed off and thers is wheype
we used to nunt,.

e

] , Qe Do you kaov how thoy got killed off?
' A. ¥nite prople drove thrw Sff and seattored them all,

QeAfter thr buffals ves killed off ia thés hunting ground aauniry
where did you hunt th-n? |

ey
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A. §§ed'ta go furth~r ou Tast up the Jussel Shell and to Buffalo
i‘”&rt - )

-~

%hﬁrﬂ is anfala Heart?
Buffals Ueart ie Bast'snd South of ussel Shell,

* ﬂ

dow mEny huntiog tripe for buffalo did you go on fux that ysu
ean rorruber? 7
« Twle~, but gencrall; stay~d thores loagrr than some of them. i

*

G« Aboutl how nman¥ Le=pes o7 ncople~,if you remember, were in the two. | %
' ”untIn@ partiss thet yoi mentioaed.” , -
A« Quit~ 2 puwbrr of peoule, 1 cmnnot oxactly remsmber the amount, qui®

& nuwber of ieepes, .

(e Vhnt did you ~at for food whiles you wexre 8 girl? ,

~A9 Bu falo !ﬁ"ato . 4

Q- Do Fou Lnow how many Dofy loads of m-zt and Tides your band got
oa =itherTof both 3IF these hunt® you B%ntidn~d?

A, Two femiles in a trat woq}d hav~ gixt=~1 hrad of pack hors=s.

Gs Fhat did yoll mak~ your t~epes out of whea you wor~ young?
« Buffalo hides.

T

——— e e ot -

“«llow many to a tresae¥
Ly I €éould fiot stat~ d~finat~ly the amount it did take, I never made
one my s=1f, - B
B4 Vhat did yoll us~ for beds and cov-rs?
A, Buffalo hides.

— - a——_ — - e o

Qs Do you kaow whether oF aot ysur band of Pz Perdes ~ver traded .
, biiftalo hzaﬁs for Gbﬁ”r provisions or mon~y? ’
A, Vrg, sir they did ¢ = for e¢offe=, sugar and flour.

e Bo you know hhat buffalo hides awrﬂ worth when you were~ a girl
: grawing up? or

A, I acver Wt So0ld or traded anyfmy 8~1F but Heard ofh~rs talk aaé
. Bay they gzot ton dollars and thoughi they weore cheated.

e » _Cross Ixamination by lir. Stermont.

Q
i‘ % u were raised in Bitter Boot valLﬁy9
- £ 5

- — — .

2. TId yBu Iive thrre with & bend of your tribe or by yourself?
A, lez ?braﬂ trib= th

/é@
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e You w%r» o grown woman at the tim~ of the treatly of 1855 wers you?
A, Yes, o . L

Ge Trior to the treaty of 1855 did you ;o with your tribe on huants
for bufallo?

A. Ho. .

e Befor~ the treaty of 1855 you never went on buffslo hunts with

your peonle?

A, He.

B288 10 narke
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%ﬁm being first duly swora testified as followss Divestdsnuémasinath

ex=mination by Mr. Pstten.
Lo Thst Lz your nane?

¥ Sally Wilbar,

G. Are you & meuder of the Nes Perce tride of Indlans?

se Yo,

C. Zre you s full Blooded Nes Perce Indian?

A. Tor.

S Sﬁ% you lived with the iride all of your life?

Ae T0Z,

G. Do you remenber the treaty of Walls Wslle of 14357

Ae You.

Ge Adout bov old vere you At Lthe itresty of ¥alls wWalle?

A. Aoout six years.

L. About Bow big a girl were you ot the time of the treaty of Ualls Walla?

s dafondant oblecis to thiz am the witness has already stated bow oid she was.
L. I a3 ¢ld enougk to get on & horse by myselfl.

€. Do you reseder if you ever went on & duffalo bunting perty befors the
treaty of ¥alla ¥alla?

&. Yes, I dala.

2. Aosat how big 2 girl ware you on the first hunting parsy you went on?

A. & good zlzed girl. I could get on & horse by myselfl.

€. On the firet tri; rou went on shere 4id you go t0 bunty

A. ¥e sant throagh zhx the countrliez they have meniiomed to the Tellovstone river.
Q. Bo: &5 you recexbsr where you went? |

A. We sent through whore the trall used %o run us through to the Thres Forks.

Qe On the first tri, what kind of game Il suy did you find in the Three Forks?
4. ¥o Yuffalo Put olk and other jume.

. id you ever see r hunt any buffale ixn this commor husding ground territory?
Befendant odlected to ps leading sud suggestive,

A, Yes, thers was lot: before the treaty.

€ The first Xanting psriy thet you over went on shere did your psceiy hunt?
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4. There was buffalo at the Big Hole snd on enst and later om they had to go
further,
Q. Dié you ever go into this Throe Porks country after the treaty of Yalls %alia
mting buffale? .
A, Yoz, we 212, but there wae no buffale after the treaty.
C. Bow soon after the tresty of Walls Falls did you meke your next trip into or
throagh thiz country? |
&, 1 d4am't Enoy but prohably thres years.
L. Where di€ you go to on that trip?
A. By the way of Blg Hole Pase to Thraee Forks and on o Billingy and that couniry.
Qe A7 nesr 23 you can remember how long was it after the tresty of Fallas ¥Walla
that you made this triz you mention?
A+ Avout tuo yesrs or more.
Q. Bow many buffslo huntimg trips in a1l 414 you go on?
4., I went with Wuffelo parties four times,
G. D34 you bring back on these duffalo hunting trips suy wmeat or hides?
A, Yen,
G. Wow many pony lends of mest snd hides to sach teepee dld the party bring beck?
4. It renged froz Tive to eight or more.
L. What 2id you wse the buffaic hidew for?
A. Bobes,
Q. ¥hat 314 you make your teepees out of?
4. Baffslo hides.
€. How many Duffulo hides 214 it take ‘o mske & teeree?
3t It depended on the sisze, aversging for 2 mmall one fifteen hides, for = ler:e
ome thirty hides.
G, What 412 you use for bedding and bed covers?
4., Buffale hides.
. What other purposed did you use buffslo hides for?
4. ¥e made bu'falc hide Bags to oarry meat in, legiings,. moccasing, and anything
that could be made out of them. \ £
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Ge Do you Emow shether or not your peorle ever iraded buffalo hides for provisionsg
elothing, or money?
de Tos, they did, they traded ger coffee, sugar, a ¢ flour.
S« Do you know howv much buffalo hides were worth then you were young?
4. Teo boot oner wore sbout themty five dollers,

#o oross exsoinaiion.

| " ot Wl
07%:*:*%/—»//' -/ |
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Arelln Jokunson, blenr first duly m, tentified sg fel}.e%stmrec“m
¢, Thot 15 our nece? Examination by Mr. Patten.

4. fmelin Joimezon,

&« Bow cld sre -our

A« Over seventiy.

Ge 4re you a member of the Nes Perce tribe of Indlans?

A+ Yos,

Q. Have you lived with ~our tribe sll of yo.r life?

4, Tea.

¢. Yhen you were yoong, sinee you sere old emongh to reuender, did you ever o
on hoating pariles for duffalo?

A. Yes.

G+ ¥heres 314 you go to hust buffalo?

A. Throush Blg Hole sné Thres Forks on to Billinge.

€+ Did you see any bulfalo between Blg Hole and Three Forks sad over io Yellowstoms
river on these trijs?

4. I never sa. any myself.

e When you vere & girl where 734 you get bulfelo ou the hunts ithat rou vent on?
A, ¥rom Billings end on %o Masrzel Shell.

Ge How many such duffalo huatiang partles have you been on’

4.I wng over in Homtama practically wp $i11 I wes fifteen then I came home

for good,

Q. How manr teepses vere in your band of Bex Percez while you weire in Homtews
80 wuch?

A. There wzy probably about two undred teapser but aliays someocns wny golng
beck mad others coming in.

C. ibout hov meny fanilies were thece to the teepee?

A. It vanged fros two to thees familles $o-esch teat,

GC. Bhat did you mske your teepees out of7

4. Buffalo hide. / 7/

. How many hides 412 it take to make a teepse?
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Ae 1%t ranpod from fifteen to els teen hides.

Lo Bhet 217 you uze Tor bods and covers?

A. Bairelo hides we use for everything.

G Did you or your peeple you were with ewver trade or gell buffalo hides for other
things?

A. Yoo thay 4ld, They sold and traded thems for zugsr, flour, and coffee.

S. Do you know “hei buffalo hide: were wortk while you were in Montana?

A, T 4o not remecber now what the hides were worth only that they traded the hides
for what the articles vere worth.

Q. Do you resecber of seelng suy white people in this common hunting ground
eountry vhile you were ic Hontena?

4. Yoz, I di1d,

Q. Do you remesier +het they were doing?

4., They vere zmising and proupscting.

Ge Do you resexber the sold rush in this ommon bunting gowd comtery?

&s Yoz,

Qe+ Bhon you first saw theze minersz in the cwuniry about how old or how big &

&irl were youl

&» I 40 not know, probably sbdoul feu yesrs old.

¥o Crosg Bxaninciion.

/02
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Elizs ¥Niller, belng firetl duly sworn, testified as followss

Q. ¥nnt 13 your aeme? Direction examination by Mr. Patten.

2, Elise ¥Willer.

Q.'ﬁfm 21d ore yom?

A, E 10ty five.

Q. Are you & member of the Nez Perce tribde of Indiansg?

3. Yoz,

€. Have you lived »ith your 4ride nll vour 1ife?

4o Tez,

€. Do you reme-ber the occcasion of the tresty of %Tslls Talle?

&, Yoz, I recember,

€. YWere you present vhen the treaty was made?

éu Yoz, I wes present,

Q. Zbont how old were you &t thet time?

A, I wne quite = good =ized girl, prodably sbout tes resrs oléd.

G« Do you remember the occasion of the treaty of the Judith?

A, Yea.

Q. Fors vou there shen that tresty wer made?

4, ¥ex.I wmy In Honitans st the same time but wag not present st the té&ty.

. DAd you lesrn that there had Deen sreated by the tresty of the Julith a
eommon huntiag ground where your tribe and other tribes would be jermitisd to
bant?

A. Yes, I did,

€. Where dié you understand this common humting ground ves located?

&. Three Porke end other territories Joining.

€ Did you ever go to this comomon hunting ground country before the tresties of
Pells ¥elle and Judith?

4, Yew, T 4id vhen I wes s=mall,

Q. Phet vay 317 you go to get there? / ;‘f
4. Down through Big Holes.
€. Prom there vhere 2id you go to Mumt?
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As At the Blg Holez and from there on east.

Go How “ar easiy

4o &% the Three Forka.

Q. ¥ant kind of csme would you find in this country oo theve trips?

b Buffalo anl other gaue,

Q. Were there very many buffslo in tist country on theze trips you msde bafore
the irealy of Talls ¥nlla¥®

4. ILote of uifalo,

&. YRat other kind of mmme wes there?

4, Blkx, antelope, and mooge.

e How zzay such humting ¢rips 41d you g0 ¢n into this hunting ground coustry
before ho tresty of Talls Telin?

&+ I was ‘hero guite often, ia fact stayed there Quite a while before the treaty
and after the ireaty went ithere zeveral times,

G. How long ofter the ireaty of ¥alle Talla £id your band of Nez Perces contimue
to hunt and get buffrlo in this o untry?

4, Sowevhere mbout two yearz or over.

G Wby did you quit huntiag in this o mwon hunting ground eountry?

4, Becouse there we ne buffale any more. Vhite people had driven 1t off.

Q. Bhere ¢id you g0 to humt buffalo sfter they were killed off in tﬁis h%;::tizzg ¢ou
sountoy?

4, Down forther om eavt to Billings and from Billingr earst nnd north,

Q. How ueny tsesses wsre there in your band of Has Perces who went on these
huntizz psrties that roa heve santioned?

&, Puere was gulte 2 mular, probebly ovsr tee hundred.

G. Hou long vould you stay on ohe of these hmting parties?

A. Provably about o yeur at & time.

€. Did you bring beck sov mest 2nd hides?

A. Yes, brought rope. ;/

oy g
y‘“‘x,‘rﬁ
i,

Q. Hov much meat and hide® would your party bring baek to ench toepes that wag
iz the hard? |
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4. M pard £o stote the amount each family nod becsuse owing to the head of the
fezily hesying s good horse to ¥ill more and others could not do & mmach ag he dld.
Q. Hor much would o good hunter bring back?

A, Prodmbly whes he would come Lome e seuld hove ten buffalo hides and other
hides.

G, That kind of other hides?

i. Pl hides that Rhey mede moccssinz out of.

Q. Bow many duffalc hide: 4id it tzke for a teapse?

4. bversging d4ifferent sises of tent froz thirteen to twenty.

G, Bhat 412 you mse for beds and covers?

i+ Buffalo hidesz,

Q. Do you mor vhetter or nmot you yourself or your band ever traded buffale Lideg
f#f other ar' icles?

4. T heve seen thes trade Lulfalc hides but I do a0t know what they got for them.
C. ¥het 21 they trade bulfalo hides for?

A. BSugar, coffee, and [lour,

Cross exsnination by ¥r. Stormont.

Q. Txe the treaty of the Judiil before or after the 'reaty of ©alla ¥slla?
A, Balla ¥alls Tirst.

Q, Hov long after the tresiy of Wulle Yelle was the ireaty of Judith?

£. Undls Wells treaty wer mede In the apring sometime apd the Judilh treaty
in the fall.

Q. At =ny time im your 1ife 4id you ever go with your people On wating trips
on the Mazel Shell¥

A, Yoz, I 212,

Q, Yne ths couwntry om the Mmscel Shell in the commen huniling groaod?

A. Yes, In=ide of the irealy.

€. Do you mean Dy ihat tuatl the trecty was in the common hunting groumd?

Ao Yeu. j

" N
W

¢, gow meny trips intc this common hunting cround 4id you wake sfier the
tresty of Wells Walla?



&4 @21% t‘?ing

4

Q. ¥9v fur apart csre these two irils?

A« Evout “hree ysars differesce.

Qe in Indlsn mounted on & good horse could kill more buffalo thea an Indddn
mounted on s poor horse couldn't he?

A. Yos, cir, en Indisp mounted om & good horse could kill wmore buffalc than sm
Indinn om 2 poor horse and furtiermore an Indian who had pever hunted buffalo
e ore wimid hove o poor chance becsuse he would unot know how to go =fter It.
€. &n Indlsn chether mounted onm & 200l horse or a poor horse weunld kill as
wmeay tuflale =2 he could woulda*t he?

&, It zould dopend & grestl deal on an Indian himself, &n Indian vho hed never
killed buffalo even if he was om & g£ood herse he could not kill as sany
uf’zle 2e =n Indlsn vho was nn experienced hunter even if he zas on = [0OT horse.
s But the evrerienced hunter nould kill es many buffalo oz he could monld

e not?

A. in experience! Indlan hanter +0uld kill three buiralo with three arrows.

Q. 40 the Indian hustors would not stop killing uotil the herd had sll been
¥illed or =caved a.ay would they not?

A, Infisny would kiil the eamet =mount vhich was nseded becsuse they wanted te
prezerve thelr smoe.

Delendnnt calls attention t0 tho srgumentetive matter in the latter part of

the vitpeszes aamver,

i‘%ﬁ@%% ta ¥ark,
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Peul Corbett Sr., being first duly sworn, testified as follows:

Q ¥hot 1s your name? Direction examination by Mr. Patten.

A. Paul Corvett Cr.,

€. Bow 0ld zre you?

A. Seventy eizht,

G. Are you 2 mesber of the Nes Perce tribe of Indians?

&, Yes sir.

€. Have you lived with the Fez Perce Indlans sll of your life?

A ¥Bo, I lived avhile in Montana, Deer Lod:e Valley.

G. Where were ygu born?

A. Montana,

C. Near vkat polnt or place?

4+ I 40 not know just where I waw borm, my waxmexae mother never tcld me the
#xset spot where I wao bornp,

&, %here did you grow up az s boy?

A. Deer Lodge.

Q. %as Deer Iodge thrt vou mt;en esst of the Rocky Mountains or oa this -ide
of the Focky Mountaing,

&+ On the vest zide,

Q. Did you ever learn es you grew up that there hed beex provided for by tresty
& common hunting grownd where your tribe and other Indisn triber could hunt?

4+ I aever heard,

Q. How many lodges were in your band of ¥ez Perces that Fou lived in when you
were young?

4. Over two mumdred,

C. &# far back as you can remecber as & boy, what did you uge for food 10 eat$
4. Buffslo mest,

R. ¥hat d’id you sad your band use to make your lodges out of?

4. Buffalo hide. ;f)j;
€. ¥het 41¢ you use for bedding snéd covers? | !

4, Buffalo hides,
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Q. ¥hen you cen first remember whers did you get these buffalo hides for meat
sud covers?

4. ¥roxz Blg Holer on to Three m,

€. ¥hen you can first remexzber were there man: Buffalo in the ecuntry you have
Jast dezcrived?

As ¥homn I was young I awzed %o see pleaty of bufrale,

Q. Bow long 4%¢ your band of Nez Perces continue to get their buffelo in that
country fron Ble Holes to Three Forks tha. you mention?

&e T reces “hen the vhi'e psople got into that territory thers wss probadly

$v0 or threc yvesrs.

Q. Hor 014 were you when the %shita recple first came imto thet tecvitory?
4. I waz 0ld enough to get on s horse myself. That is &5 nes: a3 I cen
degeride =y npge.

Q. After that time rhere 41 your band get thelr buffalo?

A. TThey went further erst,

Qe About hiow old vere you whon your b-nd Quit hunting in that Thrae Torks

¥
"
>

country and went further east to hunt?

A. I wnr 2 grovm boy.

€. Do you kmow hov meny ;omy losdz for osch toepee your band +ould dring sock
from one of therne huntisg trips?

A, Depends on the different pariles from each lodze, probebvly would be frea five
to aver ten peck snimmlsz.

G. Did you or your band ever trade or sell buffalo hides for other things or
money?

4. Yes,

Q. Yhat 414 you trade fors?

A« I never s0ld or traded wmself but I have seen cther Indians zell ond trade
their buffale robez for coffee, zugar, and flour when they vere worih at least
t-enty Tive dollers.

Crovs Exeninstion by ¥r. Stormont. ’! ;\

&

Q. A a Doy did you ever hunt in any other section of the couatry axcept
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The Three Forks?

4. Yes.

. Vhore?

& Three Forks,

Co &5 8 Poy 41d you ever hunt in sny other section other thun the Three Forks?
i ¥o hunted in other pleces after the gnme was extorminated,

G. But before the gonme sas externina  ed ca you gay it wes, did you husnt in
any otler country?

&, Ve used to bunt froc Big Holes on to Three FPorks becouse izere was ;lenty

of gnme ihere but aftervards they hunted on other pioces when the game waz sone.

tnevg 10 Yark,
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J-mes S. ’Eiaes, Belng flrst duly sworm, testified ac follows®
Direction examination by Mr. Patten.

Q. ¥het iz your name?

&, Jeme- Hinsz,

Q. &re you o full blooded Fez Perce Indisn?

4, Yes,

Q. Eave you lived with your tride =ll of your life?

A, Yes.

Ge Do you remewber the irestly 6f walls ¥alls of 18557

A. 1 remepber there waz & irea'y made,

C. Do you remember the tresiy of Judith of 15557

4, I remosber it was msde in the fall in Ociober.

Gs Were you in elther of theve reaty mskings?

4. I waz over in Momtane chen the treaty f Judith was ==de but I 2o nos prosent,

Q. About hoo 0ld wore you when the treaty of Judith wzs modae?

A, Some-here aout toelve,

G Bsxyem Did you lesrn that there heé been providel by ‘zre&ﬁg & common

bunting ground chere yowr iribve and other Indlsns -ould be orsitted Yo humi?

&« Tes, I undersicod.

& There did you understand 1t was located?

A. T understood that the treaty of Judith included f:s’h.ére the tresty viao pade

doun tg the Three Forks and othor territery tsking in culte = SCOLS.

G Do you ¥mow here the Three Fork: lerritery 1a7

4. Tos By the Yellowstone snd Big Holes,

Qe Yore you ever la that Three Forks country?

A. Yes, I wse thers msny times.

G, Whet .ere you doing trere?

A« I w3 thore just to be cut, hunting bvuffalo end other thinse.

€. A¢ 8 small boy 244 you ever go eilth eny hueting perties into $ut coaatry

beluoen Big Hole Pass nud Yellouztoune River?

4. Every trip pretty mesr,
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G, Tham wore these trips mcde into the Three ¥orks country with reference to the
time of the Julith tresty?

&, Befora and sfter.

G. How mony teepecs were im your band of Hes Perces on these trips?

A. Probsbly over t:o hundred,

€. On tho firct triy you made into this Three Forks country what (nme 4i¢ you find
o *hat country?

4. Thers wes buTfalo and other games when I first vent there.

€. Do you remembor the occassion of the discovery of gold im that country?

A. Yoz, I rexender.

Q. Ahout how old were you at that time.

A« T wes guite = chunk of & boy probebly about fourtecu. '
Q. Did you ever see sny white peorle in that country betwesn Big Hole Puss and the
Yellouotone river before the dlscovery of gold?

A, Yog, I gn them there with peck horzes Jolng and comiag.

Q. Did you find or lenrn vhat thoy -ord doing there?

A, T found out later thnt they vere looking for guid.

fxxWrerexinrikizyeonx

G. Core you in thiz country after ‘he ¢old rush?

L, Yor.

Q. ¥ere you ever in Virginla City?

4. Yes.

€. Then vereyou there?

4. I saw the place before Joseph's war and that is the time I came here or good.
Q. Bow long 2id yom stsy in that Three Forke coumtry after the discovory eof gold?
A, There vns nothing there to stey for Hut we atayed there about three yoars

then wo come On LOWe.

Q. Did you or your band ever hunt buffalo lm that Three Forks country after the
éi&emﬁr,}' of o0ld%

L. There w2s 2 =zell band of =hat, they oalled & wountsin buffalco th~t got up lato
& %

- - - - bl
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the mouniaing this side of Biz Holes and that 1s the last bdunch I g8%,
Q. &vout how old vwere you, 1f you remcmber, at the time of Chief Joseph's war?

4. I really do not imos exsetly dut prodably over thirty rears,

¥o oroty exomination.

? //‘ )
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John ¥ilson being first fuly sworn, testified az followss
Direction exsminstion by Mr. Paotten.

Ge Wizt i3 your name?

A, Jﬁ& ﬁ’i}.gsaa

Q. Bow 012 are you?

A. Soventy one,

G. &re you & full dlood FHerx Parce?

A Yeu.

&+ ¥here vere you raiged?

&. Balsed in Ideho.

Q. ¥hen you could first rememder what did you and your people use for fo0d?

4. Buffolo weat. |

G» Bhet did you make your teepees out of?

4. Buaffalo hides.

Qe That 414 you use for clothing?

4. ¥e uged to s long while 8o, make cur clothes out of mountsin sheer hides.
G. Did you ever go on s buffslo hunting trip?

A. Yes, I dia,

Q. Hox 014 were you on the first trip you ever went?

Ae Avout elght.

. There 313 you go?

&. When I first wont we went through Hell (ate.

. Prom Hell Cate, where did you go?

4. Went through by Virginia City. There wamn't zny city there thea but that is the
route we took. , |

Q. ¥here wea the first place on thet trip that you found sny buffalo?

&. Haszel Shell,

€. Did you over go oz sny hunting tri; after that?

4. I va3 about nineteen yearz whem I went the svcond time =u! thrt was the lass
tine,

Ge Did you get a;:y buffale on your second trip? / g;;
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i. Yoz, we killed st Yusmel Shell but they were very scarce.

G, On the second trip 414 you go further than Mussel Shell?

A. Yoz, re vent on to Buffalo Hear:i,

G. Do you Brno= “here Billings 187

&, Yoz, I 20 Imow,

G. Did you ever get that far csst om elther of thess bulfslo humts?

A. Yez, | l

G. ¥hea you mention lussel Shell, vhat direction would thet be from Billings?
4. Borth, & little east if any st all.

%. On the first trip that you mede di1d you see auy white peoplel

A. Yez, there wzng lotz of them at Helena  here they found gold, snd other plnces.
Q, What were thess white pecple dolaf thet yon sew?

4. T ey :ﬁ"m‘alﬁﬁng for gold.

Q. Did you go from Hell Cate to where Virginla City iz now on your first trip or
on 3’&:11' last trip?

A. The izt trip,

C. DI you follow thet came trall the xxx first trip?

A. They tock a different route below {t. It was snother trall.

Q. When you 28y below it do you meen nosth or south of 1t?

&. Horth.

e Om your first trip 4id you find any Duffelo to ¥ill after you left Hell Cate
before you got to Mmssel Shell that you have dezcrided?

A. Bever killed any.

€. Pid you see any?

A, ¥o, we d1d not see sny.

No Cross Examination,

Mhoniter
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County of Lewils
gs
Stst of Idsho

I. leo L. Abbott, a notary public in and for the county snd stzte
aforecnid ¢o bereby eer:iify that the foregoing depositions were isken at ihe
Blsce nnd tine stated; that before testifying the .itnesces, John talkor,
Pailllp. Evans, We Win sk Tsan Ny, SellY glivur, Awelis Johnsom, Elips Willer,
Paul Corvett Sr., J@ ¥Wllsen, and Jemes S. Hines, were duly s.orn by me;
and that they subszcribed their depositions im 5y presonce,

I furtker certi’y thot Zemes Stuart and David ¥eFerlsnd were fi.‘z-';f«‘atb
duly sworn to translate to the best of thelr abllity from English into Nez
Porce the Questions propounded by counsel end from Nes Perce iato Engligh
the sacwere of the .itnesses thereto.

Civen under my hasd and seal this --< day of July, 1926.

| Aj | // / /i x///, \/ /{{ —
Ay L LTy D7
‘ f)f ng;a;"s' Publie. . o
ﬁy c , 331% " _\"Sl;"!_‘il- ri-urJ“]:flC-i:j:VI , wiiTIT1N
- omal B 9Xpirey Letober 15th, C27
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