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We are seeing a rapid adoption and evolution 
of QR Codes in libraries.

Why?

Because QRCs excel at connecting digital 
information to the physical realm and libraries 
are places where the two are consistently 
and necessarily intertwined.



● Mobilize our Book Stacks

● Download Contact Information 
from the web and from print

● Connect web information to 
physical places

At MSU we are using QRCs to:



Mobilizing Stacks 
with QR Codes

The concept:

● Books are still the quintessential physical object 
in libraries.

● They are organized and located by Classification 
Systems.

● Why not unite the two at the point of user 
browsing and discovery?



The Steps:

● So we created QRCs that link to the LC 
Classification Outline and placed them on our 
stacks.

● We put one small QRC at the call number end card 
on each stack where a LC Main Class begins. 

● Each QRC links to the outline of that main class 
only.

● This amounts to 20 QRCs on less than 1 out of 10 
stacks.





We copy coded HTML pages of the LC outline, 
uploaded them to our local server, and created a 
simple URL:

http://www.lib.montana.edu/lc/b.html

http://www.lib.montana.edu/lc/ef.html


What's next?

● Discovery layer
● Release LCSH data & 

HTML files



www.lib.montana.edu/people/view.php?team=Reference

http://www.lib.montana.edu/people/view.php?team=Reference


Components?
● vCard format
● Google Chart API
● Staff data (local SQL database)





QR Codes about Places
● Library Commons Construction

○ RSS news feed
○ Digital and Physical Code



www.lib.montana.edu/commons/

http://www.lib.montana.edu/commons/
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