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The Herrin Massacre took place in June 1922 in Herrin, Illinois. Three union miners (Jordie Henderson, 
Joseph Pitkewicius and one other) were killed in a strike-related confrontation on June 21. The following day, 
19 of of fifty strikebreakers and union guards were killed, many of them in a brutal way. A twentieth victim 

from the non-union group would later be killed, bringing the death count to twenty-three.DH21 
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Historical background 

On April 1, 1922 the United Mine Workers of America (UMWA) began a nationwide strike. W. J. Lester, the 
owner of the Southern Illinois Coal Company, operated a strip mine about halfway between Herrin and 
Marion, Illinois. Lester at first complied with the strike. He had only recently opened the mine, and massive 
startup debts made him negotiate with the UMW A to allow his mine to remain open; as long as no coal was 
shipped out. Under the agreement, some United Mine Workers members were allowed to continue working 
during the strike. Lester told an associate that local union leaders were friendly with him; however, he was 

warned this did not mean he had any control over the ordinary members. [31 

By June, Lester's miners had dug out nearly 60,000 tons of coal. Strike-driven shortages had raised coal prices, 
and Lester would make a $250,000 profit if he sold his coal. He decided to violate the agreement he had made. 
When the UMWA members working for him objected, he fired all of his union workers.[41 Lester brought in 
mine guards and 50 strikebreakers, vilified as "scabs", recruited by employment agencies in Chicago. On June 
16, 1922, he shipped out sixteen railroad cars filled with coal. Testimony later revealed that his mine guards 
possessed machine guns. They aggressively searched passers-by, and "they frighten women, they boast and are 
hard-boiled. n[S] 
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Escalation 

Lester, responding to a reporter's questions, said his steam shovel operators and the railroad workers were 
members of their respective unions. 

John L. Lewis, president of the UMWA, responded in a telegram on June 20. He called the Steam Shovelmen's 
Union an "outlaw organization" which also provided strikebreakers elsewhere. UMWA members, he said, "are 
justified in treating this crowd as an outlaw organization and in viewing its members in the same light as they 
do any other common strikebreakers." 

There was confusion and disagreement between Lewis and William J. Tracy, representative of District No. 1, 
International Brotherhood of Steam Shovel and Dredgemen (IBSSD). Lewis in his widely publicized statement 
said that two representatives of the UMWA had contacted the IBSSD, but "have failed to secure any 

satisfaction."[6) He did note that the Steam Shovel union had been suspended from the American Federation of 
Labor, which the United Mine Workers also belonged to. Lewis claimed that the IBSSD was likewise 
strikebreaking in Ohio. Tracy responded that though he had sent four individuals to the site when requested, 
they turned away when they saw the guards. He stated that no one from his organization was working in 
Herrin. [?] Tracy also criticized the UMW A for not communicating adequately about the situation. [SJ Is is 
unclear if Lester was telling the truth, or if he had contacted the IBSSD to disguise the use of non-union 
workers. To Lewis, it didn't matter. Lester's workers were not UMWA members, and the UMWA claimed sole 
jurisdiction over all coal miners. 

Lewis' message was printed in newspapers, and miners throughout the region decided to take action. Early in 
the morning on June 21, a truck carrying Lester's guards and strikebreakers was ambushed near Carbondale, 

Illinois on its way to his mine. Three men were wounded and six others jumped into the river.£9H10l Later in 
the day several hundred miners rallied in the Herrin cemetery. Lewis' message was read to the crowd, enraging 
them further. The union miners marched into Herrin and looted the hardware store of its firearms and 
ammunition. At about 3:30 p.m., they surrounded Lester's mine. Lester's guards opened fire, killing two of the 
UMW A members and mortally wounding a third.[l lHl 2J 

The Siege 

The mine superintendent, C.K. McDowell, called Col. Hunter to tell him the mine was surrounded and being 
fired upon. McDowell said he could not reach Sheriff Thaxton, and pleaded for troops. Col. Hunter called 
Thaxton's deputy and told him to ask the Illinois National Guard Adjutant General for troops and to move out 
to the mine with as many men as possible to stop the attack and break up the mob action. 

Thaxton's men did nothing. Col. Hunter contacted the Adjutant General himself and convinced him to mobilize 
troops. Lester, who had left the area several days before, was contacted by phone in Chicago. Realizing the 
gravity of the situation, he agreed to close the mine for the remainder of the nationwide UMW A strike. Col. 
Hunter and a citizen's group laid out a plan to get a truce in place-telephoning McDowell to tell him raise a 
white flag, and asking the UMW A sub-district vice president, Fox Hughes, to go out to the site and do the 
same. The means of getting the strikebreakers safely out of the mine would be worked out later. 
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McDowell later reported by phone that the shooting had died down, and Col. Hunter and the citizen's group 
were optimistic that a disaster was going to be avoided. The National Guard troops were not needed after all, 
they decided. 

Hughes went to the mine with a white flag, but never took it out and raised it. He later claimed to never have 
seen McDowell raise a white flag, so he decided Lester's men hadn't lived up to their part of the truce. He 
went home and took no further action, explaining later that he found out his boss in the UMW A leadership, 
Hugh Willis, was now involved and therefore concluded his role in the drama was finished. 

During the evening more and more union supporters gathered guns and ammunition, and made their way to 
the strip mine. McDowell was to have called Col. Hunter when the truce took effect. When the call didn't 

· come, Col. Hunter tried to telephone the mine, but he found the phone lines were dead. No law enforcement 
personnel went to the mine. No government officials accompanied Hughes to check if the white flags were 
raised; and no troops were ever activated by the Guard despite repeated signs that Thaxton and his men could 
not be counted on to act. No action was taken to enforce a truce. 

Late in the evening of June 21, Sheriff Thaxton reluctantly agreed to go to the mine to make sure the truce was 
carried out and that the strikebreakers were given safe passage out of the county. Despite urgings that he go 
immediately, he insisted he needed rest and that it could wait until morning. Thaxton promised to meet Hunter 
and Major Davis of the Carbondale National Guard unit at the sheriff's office at 6 a.m. the next day. That 
evening, Hugh Willis, the local UMWA leader, spoke to union supporters in Herrin. During his speech Willis 
said of the strikebreakers: "God damn them, they ought to have known better than to come down here; but 
now that they're here, let them take what's coming to them." 

Gunfire continued throughout the night, and the mob began destroying mine equipment to prevent the mine 
from reopening. They used hammers, shovels, and dynamite to wreck the draglines and bulldozers while 
keeping the scabs pinned down inside coal cars and behind barricades. 

Surrender 

The strikebreakers finally sent out a mine guard, Bernard Jones, with an apron tied to a broomstick. Jones told 
the mob that the men were ready to surrender if their safety would be guaranteed. Someone said, "Come on 
out and we'll get you out of the county." The strikebreakers came out, and the striking miners began to march 
them toward Herrin, five miles away. 

After walking about a half mile, the group found more men waiting for them at Crenshaw Crossing. One of 
these men shouted out, "The only way to free the county of strikebreakers is to kill them all off and stop the 
breed!" The mob grew more agitated and violent as they turned west and continued along. Some struck the 
strikebreakers with the butts of their guns. 

The Chase and Massacre 

A half mile past Crenshaw Crossing at Moake Crossing, McDowell was bloodied and limping, unable to go 
any further. The man who'd spoken earlier said "I'm going to kill you and use you for bait to catch the other 
men." He and another man grabbed McDowell and walked off down a side road. Shots rang out, and everyone 
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else continued towards Herrin. A farmer later found McDowell's body. He'd been shot four times: twice in the 
stomach, and once each in the chest and head by the mob. 

A car pulled up to the procession, and a man came out whom some of the strikebreakers overheard being 
called "Hugh Willis" and "the president." According to the accounts of surviving captives, he said, "Listen, 
don't you go killing these fellows on a public highway. There are too many women and children and witnesses 
around to do that. Take them over in the woods and give it to them. Kill all you can." 

The prisoners were taken off the road into the woods, where they reached a barbed wire fence. The 
strikebreakers were told to run for their lives. One man shouted, "Let's see how fast you can run between here 
and Chicago, you damned gutter-bums!" The mob opened fire behind the strikebreakers as they ran. Many of 
the captives were caught up in the fence and shot to death. Others, making it over the fence but not knowing 
where they were, ran through Harrison's Woods toward Herrin, still a mile north. One strikebreaker caught 
inside the woods was hanged and three others were shot to death at his feet. The assistant superintendent of the 
mine, was alive but unconscious. One of the union men noticed that he was still alive and shot him in the 
head. The chase continued on into the morning of the 22nd. 

Six men were recaptured and ordered to remove their shirts and shoes. They were then told to crawl to Herrin 
Cemetery. By noon a crowd of about 1,000 spectators had gathered at the cemetery. They watched as the 
strikebreakers were roped together and men took turns beating and shooting them. The men that were tied up 
were also urinated upon. Those who were still alive at the end had their throats cut by a man wielding a 
pocketknife. Other townspeople came out to look at and taunt the dead and dying along the route to the 
cemetery. One reporter tried to give one of the dying men some water and was told that if he gave the man 
water, "he wouldn't live to see the next day". 

Aftermath 

Sheriff Thaxton had failed to meet Col. Hunter and Major Davis at his office at 6 a.m. as promised; he finally 
showed up at 8 a.m. By then Hunter and Davis had already heard rumors of the violence against the 
strikebreakers. When the three finally arrived at the mine, what remained of the operation was in flames, and 
they learned the mob had left three hours earlier. 

When they retraced the steps of the mob, they found the grisly evidence of the dead, dying, and wounded. 
Those that weren't dead were taken to Dr. J. Taylor Black's Herrin Hospital. But 19 of the 50 strikebreakers 
died during the massacre. Two union miners had been shot and killed during the siege of the strip mine, 
bringing the total number of victims to 21. 

The dead strikebreakers were laid out in the Dillard Building in downtown Herrin, and most of the town 
turned out to look at them. Some gazed quietly, others cursed and spit on the bodies. 16 of the 19 
strikebreakers killed in the action were later buried in the potter's field area of Herrin Cemetery. 

Thousands attended the funerals of the two union miners who died during the siege. 

The nation reacted to the massacre with disgust. One newspaper editorial said "Herrin, Illinois should be 
ostracized. Shut off from all communication with the outside world and the people there left to soak in the 
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blood they have spilled." President Warren Harding called it a "shocking crime, barbarity, butchery, rot and 
madness." Others also compared the people of Herrin to the alleged behaviour of German troops in World War 
I 

Lester, whose double-dealing set the tragic events into motion, made a significant profit when the union 
bought his mine at "a handsome price" in order to avoid lawsuits.[13] 

The Trials 

At first, the inquest held by the coroner concluded that all the strikebreakers were killed by unknown 
individuals, and stated that "the deaths of the decedents were due to the acts direct and indirect of the officials 
of the Southern Illinois Coal Company." They recommended that the company and its officers be investigated 
in order to affix appropriate responsibility on them. It was obvious the victims could not gain justice in Herrin. 

Two trials were held, the first on November 7, 1922, and the second in the winter of 1923. Only six men were 
ever indicted for the massacre, and both trials ended in acquittals for all the defendants. The prosecution gave 
up and dismissed the remaining indictments. Otis Clark was the first man to be tried on a total of 214 charges. 
Two years later, Clark would be shot and killed. Another of the accused would die in a mine accident. 

A Williamson County Grand Jury investigating the incident faulted the Southern Illinois Coal Company for 
introducing strike breake.rs and armed guards, and for committing illegal activities such as closing public 
highways. It criticized the state administration for refusing to take necessary measures once the trouble had 
begun. [l4l Herbert David Croly of the New Republic criticized the state of Illinois for allowing the Illinois 

Chamber of Commerce to fund the investigation.[lS] Croly described the retaliation for the deaths of two 
strikers (the third had been mortally wounded) "atrocious", but noted that while the perpetrators were likely to 
escape punishment, those who harmed strikers- such as Hamrock after Ludlow, or Wheeler after Bisbee-

likewise frequently escaped justice.l161 Croly noted that the local government was sympathetic to the union, as 
was public sentiment, and under such circumstances, the union had a responsibility to police its own 
members. [ 171 
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"The Herrin massacre: A fair and impartial statement of all the facts; the trial, evidence, verdict." 

• Song written by folksinger, Jerry Swan in 2006, titled, "The Herrin Massacre" 

http://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=NOoidOPS xXI 

External links 

• Columbus Museum of Art (http://artandsocialissues.cmaohio.org/web-content/pages/econ_cadmus.html) 
Web page on The Herrin Massacre, a painting by Paul Cadmus (click on picture for larger version of 
painting) 
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Herrin massacre 
The Herrin massacre took place in June 1922 in Herrin, 
Illinois, in a coal mining area during a strike by the United 
Mineworkers of America (UMWA). Although the owner of 
the mine originally agreed with the union to observe the 
strike, when the price of coal went up, he hired non-union 
workers, or "scabs", to produce and ship out coal, as he had 
high debt in start-up costs. 

Enraged that the owner had disregarded their agreement, on 
June 21 , union miners shot at the strikebreakers going to 
work, where the mine had armed guards. When striking 
union members armed themselves and laid siege to the mine, 
the owner's guards shot and killed three union miners (Jordie 
Henderson, Joseph Pitkewicius, and one other) in an 
exchange of gunfire. 

The next day, union miners killed 19 of 50 strikebreakers and 
mine guards, many of them brutally. A twentieth victim from 
the non-union group was later murdered, bringing the death 

total to 23 .l1 H21 
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Herrin massacre 

Part of the Coal Wars 

The upper photograph shows the remains of a supply 

house that was dynamited and burned, while the 

lower shows the remains of an oil house, near which 

two of the striking workers were shot and killed. 

Date 1922 

Location Herrin, Illinois, U.S . 

Parties to the civil conflict 

Striking coal miners 

United Mine Workers 

Southern Illinois Coal 

Company; 

John L. Lewis; 

Deaths: 3 killed 

Arrests: 

Strike breakers 

Lead figures 

C.K. McDowell 

Casualties 

Deaths: 19 
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Historical background 

On April 1, 1922 the United Mine Workers of America (UMWA) began a nationwide strike. W. J. Lester, owner 
of the Southern Illinois Coal Company, operated a strip mine about halfway between Herrin and Marion, 
Illinois. Lester at first complied with the strike. He had only recently opened the mine, and massive startup 
debts made him negotiate with the UMWA to allow his mine to remain open, as long as no coal was shipped 
out. Under the agreement, some United Mine Workers members were allowed to continue working during the 
strike. Lester told an associate that local union leaders were friendly with him; however, he was warned this did 

not mean he had any control over the ordinary members.l3l 

By June, Lester's miners had dug out nearly 60,000 tons of coal. Strike-driven shortages drove up demand and 
the price of coal, and Lester would make a $250,000 profit if he sold his coal. He decided to violate the 
agreement he had made with the union. When the UMWA members working for him objected, he fired all the 

union workers.l4l 

Lester brought in mine guards and 50 strikebreakers, who were vilified as "scabs" by the union men . They had 
been recruited by employment agencies in Chicago. On June 16, 1922, he shipped out sixteen railroad cars filled 
with coal. Testimony later revealed that his mine guards possessed machine guns. They aggressively searched 

passers-by, and "they frighten women, they boast and are hard-boiled."[5] 

Escalation 

Lester, responding to a reporter's questions, said his steam shovel operators and the railroad workers were 
members of their respective unions. John L. Lewis, president of the UMWA, responded in a telegram on June 
20. He called the Steam Shovelmen's Union an "outlaw organization" that also provided strikebreakers 
elsewhere. UMWA members, he said, "are justified in treating this crowd as an outlaw organization and in 
viewing its members in the same light as they do any other common strikebreakers." 

There was confusion and disagreement between Lewis and William J. Tracy, representative of District No. 1, 
International Brotherhood of Steam Shovel and Dredgemen (IBSSD). In a widely publicized statement, Lewis 
said that two representatives of the UMWA had contacted the IBSSD, but "have failed to secure any 

satisfaction. 11
[
6] He did note that the Steam Shovel union had been suspended from the American Federation of 

Labor, to which the United Mine Workers also belonged. Lewis claimed that the IBSSD was also strikebreaking 
in Ohio. Tracy responded that though he had sent four individuals to the site when requested, they turned away 

when they saw the guards. He said that no one from his organization was working in Herrin Pl Tracy also 

criticized the UMWA for not communicating adequately about the situation.l6l 
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It is unclear if Lester was telling the truth, or if he had contacted the IBSSD to disguise the use of non-union 
workers. To Lewis, it did not matter. Lester's workers were not UMWA members, and the UMWA claimed sole 
jurisdiction over all coal miners. 

Lewis' message was printed in newspapers, and miners throughout the region decided to take action. Early in 
the morning on June 21, a truck carrying Lester's guards and strikebreakers was ambushed near Carbondale, 

Illinois on its way to his mine. Three men were wounded and six others jumped into the river.[2H81 Later in the 
day several hundred miners rallied in the Herrin cemetery. Lewis' message was read to the crowd, enraging 
them further. 

The union miners marched into Herrin and looted the hardware store of its firearms and ammunition. At about 
3:30 p.m., they surrounded Lester's mine. Lester's guards opened fire, killing two of the UMWA members and 

mortally wounding a third)4H91 

Siege 

The mine superintendent, C.K. McDowell, called National Guard Col. Hunter to tell him the mine was 
surrounded and being fired upon. McDowell said he could not reach County Sheriff Thaxton, and pleaded for 
troops. Col. Hunter called Thaxton's deputy and told him to ask the Illinois National Guard Adjutant General for 
troops and to move out to the mine with as many men as possible to stop the attack and break up the mob 
action. 

Thaxton's men did nothing. Hunter contacted the adjutant general himself and convinced him to mobilize 
troops. Lester, who had left the area several days earlier, was reached by phone in Chicago. Realizing the 
gravity of the situation, he agreed to close the mine for the remainder of the nationwide UMWA strike. Hunter 
and a citizens' group laid out a plan to get a truce in place - telephoning McDowell to tell him to raise a white 
flag, and asking the UMWA sub-district vice president, Fox Hughes, to go to the mine and do the same. The 
method of getting the strikebreakers safely out of the mine was to be worked out later. 

McDowell later reported by phone that the shooting had died down, and Hunter and the citizens' group were 
optimistic that a disaster would be avoided. They decided the National Guard troops were not needed after all. 
Hughes went to the mine with a white flag, but he never took it out or raised it. He later said he had not seen 
McDowell raise a white flag, so he decided Lester's men had not lived up to the bargain. He went home and did 
nothing, later claiming he learned that his boss in the UMWA leadership, Hugh Willis, was now involved and 
decided his role was finished. 

During the evening, more union supporters stole guns and ammunition, and made their way to the strip mine. 
McDowell was to have called Hunter when the truce took effect. When he, Col. Hunter tried to telephone the 
mine, he found the phone lines had been cut. No law enforcement officers went to the mine, no government 
officials accompanied Hughes to ensure the white flags were raised, and no troops were activated by the 
National Guard despite repeated signs that Thaxton could not be counted on to act. No action was taken to 
enforce a truce. 
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Late in the evening of June 21, Sheriff Thaxton reluctantly agreed to go to the mine to ensure the truce was 
carried out and the strikebreakers were given safe passage. Despite being urged to go immediately, he claimed 
he needed to rest. Thaxton promised to meet Hunter and Major Davis of the Carbondale National Guard 
company at the sheriffs office at 6 a.m. the following morning. That evening, Hugh Willis, the local UMWA 
leader, spoke to union supporters in Herrin. Willis said of the strikebreakers: "God damn them, they ought to 
have known better than to come down here; but now that they're here, let them take what's coming to them." 
Gunfire continued throughout the night, and the mob began destroying equipment to prevent the mine from 
reopening. They used hammers, shovels, and dynamite to wreck the draglines and bulldozers, while keeping the 
strikebreakers pinned down inside coal cars and behind barricades. 

Surrender 

The strikebreakers sent out a mine guard, Bernard Jones, with an apron tied to a broomstick. Jones told the mob 
the men would surrender if their safety would be guaranteed. He was told, "Come on out and we'll get you out 
of the county." The strikebreakers did as they were told, and the union miners began marching them to Herrin, 
five miles away. After about a half mile, the strikebreakers encountered more men waiting for them at Crenshaw 
Crossing. One of them shouted, "The only way to free the county of strikebreakers is to kill them all off and 
stop the breed!" The mob grew more agitated and violent as they continued on. Some struck the strikebreakers 
with the butts of their rifles and shotguns. 

The chase and massacre 

By about half mile past Crenshaw Crossing at Moake Crossing, McDowell was already bloodied and limping, 
unable to walk any further. A union man told him, "I'm going to kill you and use you for bait to catch the other 
men." He and another man grabbed McDowell and led him down a side road. Gunshots were heard, and the rest 
continued towards Herrin. A farmer later discovered McDowell's body. He had been shot four times - twice in 
the stomach, and once each in the chest and head. A car drove up to the procession, and a man came out whom 
some said they overheard being called "Hugh Willis" and "the president." According to the accounts of 
surviving captives, Willis said, "Listen, don't you go killing these fellows on a public highway. There are too 
many women and children and witnesses around to do that. Take them over in the woods and give it to them. 
Kill all you can." 

The breakers were taken into the woods, where they reached a barbed wire fence. They were then told to run for 
their lives. A union man shouted, "Let's see how fast you can run between here and Chicago, you damned 
gutter-bums!" The mob opened fire as they ran. Many were caught in the fence and shot dead. Others, making it 
over the fence but not knowing where they were, ran through Harrison's Woods toward Herrin, a mile further 
north. One strikebreaker was caught and hanged and three more were shot to death at his feet. The assistant 
superintendent of the mine was still alive but unconscious. A union man noticed and shot him in the head. The 
chase continued into the morning of the 22nd. 

Six breakers were recaptured and ordered to remove their shirts and shoes. They were then told to crawl to 

Herrin Cemetery.l101 By noon a crowd of about 1,000 spectators had gathered at the cemetery. They watched as 
the strikebreakers were roped together and men took turns beating and shooting them. They were also urinated 
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upon. Those still alive at the end had their throats cut by a union man with a pocketknife. Townspeople came to 
watch and taunt the dead and dying along the route to the cemetery. A reporter tried to give a dying man some 
water and was told that if he did, "he wouldn't live to see the next day." 

Aftermath 

Sheriff Thaxton had failed to meet Col. Hunter and Major Davis at his office at 6 a.m. as promised; he finally 
showed up at 8 a.m. By then Hunter and Davis had already heard rumors of the violence against the 
strikebreakers. When the three finally arrived at the mine, what remained of the operation was in flames, and 
they learned the mob had left three hours earlier. 

When they retraced the steps of the mob, they found the grisly evidence of the dead, dying, and wounded. 
Those with injuries were taken to Dr. J. Taylor Black's Herrin Hospital. In total, 19 of the 50 strikebreakers died 
during the massacre, and another was murdered shortly after. Three union miners had been shot and killed 
during the siege of the strip mine, bringing the total number of victims to 21. 

The dead strikebreakers were laid out in the Dillard Building in downtown Herrin, and most of the town turned 
out to look at them. Some gazed quietly, others cursed and spat on the bodies. 16 of the 19 strikebreakers killed 

in the action were later buried in the potter's field area of Herrin Cemetery.l11 H121 Thousands attended the 
funerals of the three union miners who died during the siege. 

The nation reacted to the massacre with disgust. One newspaper editorial said "Herrin, Illinois should be 
ostracized. Shut off from all communication with the outside world and the people there left to soak in the blood 
they have spilled." President Warren Harding called it a "shocking crime, barbarity, butchery, rot and madness." 
Others also compared the people of Herrin to the alleged behavior of German troops during World War I. 

Lester, whose double-dealing set the tragic events into motion, made a significant profit when the union bought 

his mine at "a handsome price" in order to avoid lawsuits.l41 

The trials 

At first, the inquest held by the coroner concluded that all the strikebreakers were killed by unknown 
individuals, and stated that "the deaths of the decedents were due to the acts direct and indirect of the officials of 
the Southern Illinois Coal Company." They recommended that the company and its officers be investigated in 
order to affix appropriate responsibility on them. Two trials were held, the first on November 7, 1922, and the 
second in the winter of 1923. Only six men were ever indicted for the massacre, and the first two trials ended in 
acquittals for all the defendants. The prosecution gave up and dismissed the remaining indictments. Otis Clark 
was the first man to be tried on a total of 214 charges. Two years later, Clark was shot and killed. Another of the 
accused died in a mine accident. 

A Williamson County grand jury investigating the incident faulted the Southern Illinois Coal Company for 
introducing strike breakers and armed guards, and for committing illegal activities such as closing public 
highways. It criticized the state administration for refusing to take necessary measures once the trouble had 
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begun.l13l Herbert David Croly of The New Republic criticized the state of Illinois for allowing the Illinois 

Chamber of Commerce to fund the investigation.l13l 

Croly described the retaliation for the deaths of two strikers (the third had been mortally wounded) "atrocious", 
but noted that while the perpetrators were likely to escape punishment, those who harmed strikers- such as 

Hamrock after Ludlow, or Wheeler after Bisbee-likewise frequently escapedjustice.l14l Croly noted that the 
local government was sympathetic to the union, as was public sentiment, and under such circumstances, the 

union had a responsibility to police its own members.l13l 

See also 

• List of massacres in the United States 
• Murder of workers in labor disputes in the United States 
• List of incidents of civil unrest in the United States 
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gran·l wcrcl imbcdd rd In thoir m a n, 
-- ~ 'lod . ilesb. _.... ___ ,_ : .. ....... ·""'~' 

SOUTHF.RN ILLINOIS COAL COMPANY 
HERRIN MASSACRE 

"on 1:ni fl ni, ls 0 Pel:ln'd :llassacrl'<l 
'Til .... i i. di•~ O f lli J1 01llll'lJC1 n 111 <' 11 \\· (' rC 

f oun d i l ;-,,_ ,\·ood."- n C':.ir t h<' Ftri p n 1i n (\ 
?'i 7' n1i!l·:.: e~t~ t n( l w n ,. .\_ in a n na nH'cl 
:\J r· fk)\\-f 11, f on~11 1 an a t tlir' 1ni nC' , wa s 
lv: ;nt 11 l<1 dr':t th . and t h f' n th0 r l4, cx ­
clu~i,·r- of thC' m a n 11:111 .i::NI. w r r e ~h o t 

I 
t o rkath. lL wa s st at C'd th!' men were 
m a•s:icrerl wh en l h ry ri.tlempt ed to eR­
c :q ic :t f l <' r h0i ng take n pri son er by 
il!<' u n in n fo n 'C' s . 

Tll<' clcad n o nu n io n 1110 n " ·er e re· 
p ort ed to Jun ·e bee n am ong- 44 pri son p 1 · ~ 
ca plure<l n t t he 01 J"i p min e. Fom· oth· 
ers were foun rl r iurll ctl with buil d s, 
a nd nre n ot expeclf'd to r ccon !r. \\'hat 

, b ecam e of lhc othe r ~ -! could n o t b( 
! learn ed . 

Shot D own Ti·yin rr to Flee 
'There w ere s ev era l tho ui;a nd m e n and 

· boys pr esen t wh en the 16 nonunion 
m en w ere k il led at ·9 a. m . The 44 m e n 

' \\·cre takf'n p ri soner a t th e ca mp h enl­
e tl in fro n l v f the ca pto r s a nd when 
:they r ea ch ed . a poin t ttbout half way 
he t\\"cen th e min e anr1 Herrin where 
~h ey iiasscd throug h a woods, the kill· 
1ng began. 

S t rikers decla r ed th e prisoners by an· 
apparenUy prearra nge<\ sig nal, made a 
dash to esca pe and th a t they were 
pursued :i.nd killed. 

'l'he three dead un ion miners .were 
killed in last night' s nr,h ti ng. 

l\Ia.11 Hun t Continues 
Fou1· of the 16 bod ies o f s trikebreak­

ers w er e found. a t .the foo t of the tree 
frorn "\Yh i ~h the b ody o f t. i.1e n1a n h anged 
was s us pended. 'l'hc bodies of thc .othc1· 
11 d e;ul nntl four wounded w ere . scat­
tered throu g h the w oods. 

'l' ho mn n hunt w as contin.uing O\"er 
a w ide area . Six m en lalc1· w e1·e cap­
;turcll and ta k en in t h e ciirection of 
the min e. ., 

Union S~·mpa th i,z crs Storm ~li ne 

T ho u n ion sympat hizers stormed the 1 

camp befo r e claybrea !; , bu t found no 
employes of t he strip mine Jn their 
t ents , a nd d eparted. 

Th ey ntttrn ed after cla,·br<:'ak and 
fou nd tho m en hidi ng- behind sleri.m 
shoYels and o t h er )) '1 rn p h crnalia, the 
reports said . Th e mino employees· 
the1·cu pon "·e r e lined 11p , and some w ere 
marched in to t h o w oods a n tl lynched, 
a cco rdi n g to t h e r epor ts . 

P ersons \Yho ca nYa s~ed tho woods 
. say ' ' bod ies are scatter 0d all o\·cr." 

Batllo Hes umed Ea rly Toclay. 
i. Sound s of occasic na l shot s w ere 

h ea r d ea rl y today fro m t ho d irec ti on of 
t he mirnn;; ca mp nea r he r e \Yhe rn sl rik· 
ing n nJ un m iners s urround t he camp in 
wh ich approximn t ely 100 nonuni.on 
wol'k e rs \\"Ho quar t0rcl1. 

u nv er ified r eports w0r e that m ore 
tha n 1~ m eP w ere k illed in the pitch ed 
fi gh t ;;:: to y c>st cnlay at the mining 
(~1 mp , i n a n ex pl1) s ion betw een Ca rter· 

I v ille and ;\la y. n eat· t h (' scC' ne of the 
1 ti·vuh1:: . ; .. 1.•l L~ :. 1. 71 t ~ :-~:k on 3. t ru l·k 

carr y in g- no nunion m en to t h e- ' rnirie, 
w hk h occ u rred n ear Carbon da le. It 
wn s im poss ibl e lo v e r ify th ese reports 
beca u se o f confus ion Rl th,a ca mp. j 
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Pntrons should mark 3n X onpo· 
sit e the t!as...c; of scrvicf' dr<;i rrd : 
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OTH EflW ISE TH E M F.~~,\GE 
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Send the followin g m essage, subj ect t o the t erms 

on back h ereof , whJ.ch arc hereby agreed t o 

C i 11 c inn a t i , Oh i o , June 22 , 19 2 2 • 

'::he · ~. Lo <i '3 · ~', tnr , 
St. _i~ou :i. :>, :~ is aouri. 

Your ~e ss~~e to Pres iderit re~is re cei ved. 
I a:~ un.t 'ole to re Gc h i1i ~;1 by \'lire. :.'.otter 
attention earli est possib l e ~o~ento 

Ile is t :cuve ling t odny and 
vii 11 be brou gh 'c t o 11 is 

Oral L. Gar r ison, Se cretary . 

Cb g . room 616. 
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STATEMENT BY JOHN L~ .lJEWIS, PRES IDENT, UNITED h ....... E WOHEERS CF AM:ERI CA 
JUNE 23,, 1922., 

The United r1i ine Workers ot' Ame:t' ica is not to any deg:ree responsible for 

the unfortunate occurrence at Herrin , Illinois . The or gan iza.tlon hns never 

encou raged and do es not condone l awlessne ss of eny ch9racter. The officers 

of the organiza t ior.. are shocked ,qnd greatly dep lore this tragedy. ·!\ e are 

not, however, unmindful of the f act that sinister influences have for s cme 

time b een at wol"k am ong our membership to inct te en d in flan:e t he spirit o f 

violence. The ran ks of the strikers are infested with thousandn of det~ct ives 

and Se cre t Serv lcc ope rat~~ ves wbose employ-1nen t by coal compn nies depends upon 

their ability to provoke violence and disturb public tranquility. We hnve 

frequently called attention to thi s fact before Investi gating Committees of 

. Congress and have cited innQmerable instances where outrages and murders 

have been committed by the se irresponsible a.nd lawless agents of the coal 

operators o 

It is not true, as alleged, that the teleg!'am from me addressed to State 

s ~ ·-i e. tor Willi run J. Sneed ha d any l'.'efe rence ol" connection wit. h the d istur·bance 

at Herrino A reading of the telegram , which has already been publ:tshed, wil" }. 

conclus ive ly show that it mer ely referred to the trade union status of the 

members of the Steamshovelmen 1 s union who Jivere wor•king in strip pit operations 

throughout the com:itry . The ac ti vi ties of the members of the Sterunshovelmen 1 s 

union had caused them to be definitely placed in the catagory of atrike 

breaker s and I so stated in my telegram of the 19th insta nt in reply to t he 

inquiry wired me by Senator Sneed. Aside from bein g President of the Sub­

District organization of Mi ne Workers in Williamson County , Mr. Sneed ls a 

member of the Illinois State Senate¢' and a member of the Constitutional 

Convention of the State of Illinois , now in session, and is regarded as one of 

the foremost citizens of Southern Illi n ois. His public statements bearing u pon 

this matteP should be given thoughtful consi deration by the public. In the 

Jr ':l time, I am ta kin~ ste ps to secure full and can ple te i n forma. ti on u pon the 

~ntire subject matter . 



_'1f 

C373.C H. 38 BL UE 2 EK TRA 

NE .CH ICA GQ, I LLS . 34 2P . 23 

. JOHN L LEWI S 1205 
UNITED MINE WORl\ER S OF . AMN. INDI ANAPOLJS , IND 

ME TRO POLITAN .PRESS ALRE ADY - Ft\LS IFYI NG RECO RD, I N. HER RI N HIOT 

STORY WILL YOUR ORG ANI ZATION DONATE· FIVE. HUND RED. DOLLARS . TOWARD 

. FUND TO . SEND . TOM. T l PPETT STAFF COR RES PONDENT .. TO. HERRIN . IMMEDIATELY 

\VE . SHOULD. HAVE MA N ON . GROUND NOW WIRE. ANS WER 

E J COSTELLO FEDERATED . PRESS. 

~11 SS CARR ~T ~!TY_ NO . ONE L~.N 64 '.)P 
)-J: \. 

DA 645P LA 7P. OK FCH 

,/ 

j .. 

CITY RECE IVE .UNTIL P RQBA~~y 
M~~~~ y F~~RN I i-..JG LE ASE HU!...D DA 845? i.JA 85J.;:) L i~ B55e DA 9P GK Fa 

"'-" .. r - ... ~....... I 
Night M essage 

1~-

. Night Letter 

Patro"s should mark an X oppo­
site tho class of servico dl'sired: 
OTHERW ISE TH E MESSAG E 
WILL BE TRANSMITTED AS A 

FULL-BATE TELEGRAM ,__ _______ _ NEWeOM !l CARL TO N , PR"'5 1Dl".NT 

Send the followi ng m essage, subject to the terms 
on back hereof , wh ich are hereby agreed to 

Time Fi led 

GEORGE W. E. A1"KIN S , FIR S T VICE- PRES I D ENT 

Cincinnati, Ohio, June 24, 1922. 

11'.Y' .. E • J • C o s t e 11 o , 
c/o FederRt ed Pr ess , 
Chicago, I llinois. 

Con cerning your ~ire all av aila ble monsy being utilized to 
purchr) s e food f O).' hun gr'Y pe op l e engage d in strik e and a rr. 
t h·2r efore not nble to t alrn advantsc:e of y our ca:it:O:v. offer. 

Chg. l:'orn:-i 344. 
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CROWD JEERS ' AS 
WOU NDED MEN BEG 
VAINLY FOR WATER 
T!EHRT::\, Ill., Juno ~.-Out In a. 

rood near t ho min e, ~Ix men ti ed t o- 1 

get her o nd a.ll w ounded b)' bullets ; 
und blowe, Iny In a ~corchlns aun, 
vchl lo hun drods or m en an d womc1\ 
laughe1l at t heir pleas t or v.nter. 
One of t he men, hl8 face bloody nnd 
one shoulde r ohot a.way, apparently 
wa.~ within o. few mi nutes of deatl1 . 

"P leas o b oys, give lne o. drink:' ' 
h e moaned. A la ug h from t he hun­
Cr~tls or spectators was the on ly r e­
ply. The correspanden t rushell to a 
house fo r waler and when ho r e· 
t urned he was !ac ed by a s word o.ntl 
qulc l!'ly d r awn pistols and told t o 
k ee p awa y. 

'\Vhen t he m a n begged e.galn for 
wat er "for G od ' s s a ke," a young 
woman w ith a baby In her arm3, 
placed her foo t on the mangled b ody 
and said: "I'll see you In hell befora 
y ou get any w a ter. " 

t 
. ". t .. 1' ,· 

nW®~:,,~ 
({; , .. ' ' ' 

~~~ Vdrcl 
'-,~ . -4 •• • 

--. _____ _.- . :~ EuR OPt:AN PLAN 
.. . - --o - - ---- - - '- ~ 

INDIANAPO LI S-MOST POPULAR HOTEL: 
~0~----~~-

J . Eow. KRAU S E . Pres1dent&Mcna9er. 

'I'he men appar ently bad b een ------------ ---­
drag ged down a. rock road behind · 
P. n automobile. Their clothes we1·0 
t orn and pieces or gravel w ere im-
bcdded In t heir mangled ft e:sh • 
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2C SW 5 6 8 EXTRA BLUE 

SA~L. GO~· i PERS 

CINCIHNATI OHIO 

THE FEROCIOUS A~11D nrnm.UJJ ATROCITIES PE RPET RATED IN Il~LI\f OIS 

DE:'.IAND YOUR UNQUALIFIED co:m :T~ :1NATION WHATEVER THE PROVOCATI ON 

AND WHOEVER WAS RESP ON SIBLE LABOR WILL SUFFER I RREPARABLE 

I NJURY Ul'T LE SS YOU D.E-.,m DIATELY TAirn OFI' IC IAL ACTIO:J A?TD GUASN-TTEE 

TO PUNISH THE OFFENDERS I SPEAK AS ONE WHOSE SYHPATHY p_:J D 

FRIENDSHIP FOR LABOR IS lm QUESTI OH ABLE. 

J ~ A. H. HOPKI:-iS EXECUTIVE CHAIH.lP.JT 
OF THE cm1MITT EE OF 48 

131P 



Mr. Samuel GCY.:1pers, President, 
Ameri can Federation of Labor, 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Sir and Brother : 

Ra leigh Hotel,, 
~ashington, D. c., 
June 26, 19220 

I thank you for your courtesy in having handed me 

wmile in Cincinnati a copy of the telegram from Mr. 

J. A. H. Hopkins, Executive Chairman of the Comr:iittee 

of 48, under date of ,June 23rd, dealing with the tragedy 

at Herrin, Illinois, to which you office had made no 

reply. 

Sincerely yours, 

President. 

L:G 



WILLIAMSON C0UNTY MINER 
J une 29 , 1922 ( d~ th'\ ( 'hicag-o 'fri hune \\·;i..; told at 

tht' p 1· i1~t uf a ~:1t11 t() L' t ·-:T nf t! i i...; 
:1!·'1:h'!-: . . 1: . T\\. l i uf I.l it t.:: t1 1 l1H'il 

. .. 

---0--·-

'N EP-E OFF :ORED EVERY CO'.'l-
C EJVABLE OPf'ORTLJj';JTY T O 
MAKE PEACE WITH CITI ZENS . 

- - -a- -
The f oll owing- is a statement of i. 

W m. ;1. '.' nc.c d, of HC'rrin ; state Sen - I 
ator from t hi s dbtrict a nd also su b- 1 
di :..;tr ict pre :-; ident of the t he Cni te:i ~ 
iiline Worke r ~ . S" natf1r Sn eed wao 
call ed from Spr ing ft ,· ld late last ,,-ed: 
'iecause o f thC' sLr ip mine . troubl r-. 
T i1e sen"ltor i ~ al:;o a rncmhcr of t h<.! 
Constitutional Con H ·ntion .,,·hich i ~ 

r. ov.- in session. 
"iYDal hap~1c !1 c cl at the Southern 

lllin ois Ceo;>\ C0•1; 01:rn:: ' s strip min e 
si :-: r1 1 i1 e ~ so,_:lh of 1-I erri n, \l,-;tS so out 
of J.:~cp i n~ w~ th Lhc harmon y and 

, uc·ace th<tt his r eig!1cd so co mp.Jcte ly 
for twcntv yea rs in \Villiarn so n Cou r.­
ty , th o. tit i.s n ot only a shock to he r 
c itiz£>ns hut to the e1ni re State of 
I !lii Eve ry since r e honest tra de 
t:niO! JTs t r egrels it as v:ell ?.5 eve ry 
othc-r ci t ize n of our g reat common-\ 
y: ea1th. T~1 e 1nincrs union i.s rtga in sL 

physical force in the adjus tment of I 

I 
rli srmtP s ; fo r more .th a n twenty year~ 
the Cnjted ;\[inc \\ iHkers h ave de ilh 

, io in t lv witho ut tlie u se of violence 

I 
~\-ith ~he coal operato rs in this county. 
the g reat :·ank .and file of the m:rnbc:·­
"hiu c, f the n11n ers uni on 111 \\ 1ll 1am- I . ' I I son County have been and are con- , 

· siclcred ,,mon g- t he best of our Amen- 1 

c:>.n c:it i :~en h. Jn the midst of one of 
th e gra tcst of labor rn~pen ~. ion s in tht' , 
minin g industry, "'i ll ia mso n ~ ·o un ly 

-min ers \\·ere n oted for th e qu id , 
harmon i•)Uf', anrl pcact.' ful 11ttil11de i 
w" t h wh ich th! s "u ;, pen~ion h·i~ p1·e· 
\·a il ed Th e qu..: ~ lion ari~es ,1- i ia ~ <tnl1·] 

·w!io is rcspono ible fo r t hi;, g r l'~1t I 
tr:igNly, the ~ 1 11.1 fl'ing out of th:- Jiq•s 
of almo"t a >; Co r e of men and the I 
wo1111 d i!1g· and maimin ;: r:>': o"\' 1'."' 't 

'.1T.Ore a nd th e tlt!struct ion of th ou­
sa nd : o f dolh rs worth of property 1 

"'..\\ ;' . L e .::-tt•.;l' i~ \.l liG~v. ! V.S ~~ :..~ ·: :: !f; ~: :--~ :J 
that , "The nli ne rs he re arc no thin g 
but 'bo lsheviki ' and lhal t he <;: oun1;· 
i ~ .. iout sernbh n~e of law. State 
tr• an d r ounl\' onicials s t' cm 
DO\ ·erless to cope \;·ith the situati on." 

~ I t> ~: ,:-·, !h: tl h" rl id h i ~ h , ;. l t •) ha·•· · 
{; 0 v1•rn .,r :--n!: dl ~end tr1)np:-:. t 1· l!i:1g­

tl~ P (;., . .-,,rn or that h< ·ll wo uld hn•,,'.; 

l 1)0;;e rl0i 1: n thL\l't:.\ un h\ss ac t i11n \\. Ci!' ~ ~1 ' ·\ · \~·n r \ ' ~Ldt· Coi 11:-:t:t~'l «z.: . 1 r .. i? > 
t ::k Pn . A:! ain i t ma~· hf' a'kc·d who fonih·d that thi ,; \'.·as :1 \ .1ic:1c:•> "t-

i .' l""~ pon.-, ib! e fo r th 1• dt:t:1 ' 11i11 i..:· n f r~-; 1 niz:1tin11 an rl t hat h e \\" :1 ~ l ir- ·lt -
''.Ic: ii ;\ c01Jrl itic. n a s rl<• srr ih1•d hy :\[r. e :;an in Lhi:; o r;.:'.:rn iza ti on; t lw y t<>ld 
Lr·stcr, wh a t art' the f;H: ts that led hi111 th<,t made no di ff<' rcncc , to ''b c>a t 
up to \1·hat ;\fr. Lester t ermed the i t." }!,, left thl' ir prop.: r l y. 

j nccess i t~· for tro ops '? Th e Southe rn Citiz e n~ a ppcal<'<i to me :i;ok in~ tha t 
I I i lin o i ~ Coal Compa ny OJlt' r:1ted then· T in nst igate th i ~ matte r and r eport 
i mine fo r about a year un de r a labor I sa me to the Gove rnor. As there is 

C<>11tract -...-i th the min ers u n ion ., w he n · no such Sta te Depa rlm i:nt , in com­
the present su.;pc ns ion came on he nanv wi t h two lll'\'.·spapennen, I \V e nt 
::~ ked p e rn~ i ss ion to st rip coa l s t at- '· to ~h e counly scat, m et t he sher iff 
in ;; that it would not be 1t hc pol i<' y and r equester! him to g·o with me and 
of th e ·company to load co;ii until an ass i ~ t in asce r taining if these guar d,; 
agreement ·was e nter ed in to by and were impersonating State officers. 
betwee n th e coal opera tors and min- : Col. Hunte r, r epresenting Adjutant 
e rs. He ad hered to this p oli cy until i General's offi ce , havi ng bee n sent to 
.1bout th e midd le of Jun e, whe n his 11 .· Mar ion to inves tigate trouble grow­
me n ·.verc inforr.1ed that th ey would .~. in g out ~f intimidation, accompan ie d 
be ex;)ected to load coal or accept ! us to the coa l company's prope r ty. 

I 
thei r mon ey. The men r ef used to On arriv ing there, we were shown in.-
load coal in v ~ol:tion of. the policy to the company office wh ere we dis~ 
adopted by th e ir rnternatio na l Poli cy cussed thi s matte r and were told that 
Committee and were di sc harge d. Men t he r e were two member s of the State 
were imported to load thi s coal, "IVith Constabula tory there. who h::td badges 
them guards and gun men. These . as charged . but would no t be permit-

' g·uards were gi\·en high powered ri fles · ted to wea r th em. ·while there we 
and side fl.r m s whi ch they fl ourished saw a \·a st amount of ammunition, 
when in t8rcepting and intimidating both for shot gun and hi gh powered 
c iti zens who traveled the public high_ . rifl es. One newspaper man asked i~ 

way, both night and day. there w~,_sn 't a law curta iling th e 

Many were those who were l1el<:I 
up by th ese guards a t th e point ·of a 
gun, some of t hem complain <e d of ,be­
ing slapped in the face whil e guns· 
wel'e held on them and thy were told 
to " stick ' cm up," one guard tellin g 
his v ictim that he "eats 'em a li\·e ." 
This was so common that the sh e riff , 
and States A ttorney w e r e appeale 1l 
to by ci t izens. Sheriff Thaxton an d 
deputis and States Attorney Duty 
went to the office of the Souther 11 
Illinois Co a l Company and when they 
g0t out of their :>. utomobil e wer '! told 

amount of ammunition t hat might be 
kept on property by private individ­
uals. He was to ld by Supt. l\IcDoweH 
that thi s wa" kept for shoot ing ducks. ·· 
The sheriff, Co l. Hunter and mys('lf 
r equ ested ·that the company co-opcr-

! !-.v thn c1': 2' f 2::..1 ot"i t .') g·c t ~ <:1•·~, in 
· ~~ e·i r c~· :· t\::t they v ·r r2 on pri \·atc 
property. Th~-~- a sked to s0e Su pt. 
McDowell and agai n were told to get 
in the ir car u nt il S u.i;t. could b~ 

brought t0 t l-:cm, this th ey r efus ed 
to do p rocbiming- their ri ghts as 
Am eric a n citiZ<:- !l S tPllin g gu a r d2 who 

!Jear d , after a confe rn ce th e rnperi1~­
t ~ r~de :1t :-t gr:::e i to se c th c!t gua rd~ 

w c> r ? kept 0ff of the publi c highway 
·and that l h~y wouid not di~~1by g un 3. 
The folhnving day a representa tive 

. ate in every way possible to k eep 
down trouble. Prior to this tim e , an 
adjoining company of which ]\fr. 
Lester is a stockho lder, got orde rs to 
disc ha rge all of these men, which was 
done, the company bringing the night 
crew from the Southern Illinois Coal 
Company's plant to take the ir phr.es. 
The men' discharged complain('d to 
the miners ' officials ins isting that the y 

j i ".·-b e r eins tated. The officials took ~hi:: 
m a tter up with Mr. Ctiger the S ui:it. " : 
and h e informed us tha t h e ha<l to 
obev orders and as he only cxpecterl 
to ~onstru ction work, th:lt t!;e U . M. 
\V. of A. had no jurisdiclior., but a d-

; mitted that morally, thl' men discarg_ ! · • 
ed \•;c.- re l:lltit lcd to th'"' ·.;cri s trt!C"~~t;"~ 

work. It was rumorer! that . .\ . B . 
McLaren of Marion, was a ssoc iated 
with Mr. Les ter in t hese propC'rtics . 

• 4 •• l 
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·; 
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r · -- - ---------~-.... ... 

t h ~i t th r- t' i. .oa! <'i t·i:itO t. d \ tt' ;i. . .:.-i .... t : n~ L;.;~ t Li :: .i .. , \.t ·! · 1· · i :-- t Ani1)i\ 1 that t h Pi'l' - : iug- \ \ h,·n it diJ , , .. ~·., ·n ! ~ie tt l::! ·"! h ~'- ll 

:\·i r. L~ · -tcr ii. ~ ; __ ::1.~ f,t.· :>. ; i ."'. i- tnl 1 · rt· 'f t1 -t\ ~;- , _n l·::.<l b·: ' ll r i_·fu·-ed : ~l :~~( i 4: p; pe rn1 is:;ion ~o tali' t i ) t ll'.' 11 1 ._~;i 
hi1 it:: r f t·1. r ·,, ·-i· _. r ,~,-- .. : : , : -: 1.ir : __ ~- '.: ii t ~- ;-;•<t· · -- -~1 ~· ro .d :1 r~d ' •'P:.!1 ! ·'~, ~ !! t : L:: t !, ... ~ : •~i t.1-:r rn l l!i!~ .;:-: 
tha t l' n :t.t:d .· w ~iL • - > 0 1 'l'~ T!-:J:-: 1_ ... , . ' ri:.{; 1

•• '. l !·)·:, ~- ·':..: .. ~:: 't ~\) ll'LJ!i:t~i· li~: ~·I) t ({~:1: : ; ·,: . :, , • Il l ~~ ~: ~~ ("• P 7) t1: · ... 

~~! :-: .i : ~..._.;.- t i 1. · :~ i n1 t ~· t> : 1::·1 · ' · ! ~ : ~·--··· : .i : .. 1-"-' 1.i ~il l' "'.._.-..~ ...... 1 .J.~ '' r ,,.i\ . i: i ;:~ · " ·. '' tI · 
th;,~· i f !-. .. .·.:c . . : J~ l!; ·, : ' ·1 1: • . ,. t!:' . ..... !l l'l' t ·: n t ~ 1 .~ fr•) !:l . ; . .,\., !( :'. .' ",: .. , :~ !' - l ab .. \·,. l ~;:~i·,: · i;; ;: ,,.i,, :J .l. i 
\l.u:: !.J 1·r. n ·_., 1 I ' '. !:.·. · .;,1 i ... : .\~. ; · .-\ • ."t:r::--·iiv ti··,n l'Vl· !· ') t. ... ri .11' t: , ·:: :::·!· .. t·h:1>· ·ri off :1 t t ::!· -1 ; : . : 

1 a n1Jn-l : :1i <1!l I-.. ~ .< , :"i. ~H L: ~ ' :;~:-~p~· ... ;ill .":' ~ : :r_., n~i::l ' "- • · .. ·· ' ! . . \ .. ,'. '.1 •.",··.' . 0 11 tl1io..:- l f 1 ,.: r· , • ,. · ' 1 ; ' ... . . . ..... , u : . 1 .L or a u. 1·,p1 ; ~ ... h '. r~ n1: 1·1:..·." r :-
i to 1ar· c(' ~)~ ti~.t 1 ·~~.;:. .... ' :--. ·.: a ll' f ,H._ i: 1; .. ·i , ;; : f Pr. . '·~ ' i .. n, T in ~ n ~ 2 1~ i.1tciy 1: i!· 1·d 1 l" i· [ .. .- 1·. l -1 ~ ::1· ·· :· ::... }: (i t , 11~ < k i l lt· d :! ' " L ;,.~ ~- . 
I anu no C1i CCK - 11L 1H~l'i..l t' n 1 c :1t , \ \' tLh t :h · Ft· . .. :~· l v1.t r : · .:: : ;;-: · :· .-:: , l ; . ~ (' r: ~ ;tt:·> !~ :1l rL~ j ~· :c · ds (ih' ~ lY f r·. ).l ~ t!i ::-; ! '!'1.) ;) . ' r~·; 
'1 k ·,1 0 ·.··J .. r1, , .. ,, or' tl·,:·..: .-. .._· 1 · t .... I 1·i ·'1· ....: .., ...... .. ·, 1i··· ;:-.. · , . . ; 1· · I · . 11 . St t · · • 1· l · . . . .... .. .., ; . .. .. .... .. ... .. ' . . ; •. . • ., • .. {~ . 1 -~'.v J': \l;. :-, a a ... a c rt::i: ta0nv

1
o::p l: ) , J ! :1gh,.\a-ybyanJ.rn: 0 Ug-u. ~u·d 

"\·ent ' t o ··o m <· of Mr r n• l o ·· " · f r' ' !'(1·- r. . ·-ri·1 ,•o p . 
I 

~ ;., .... - · ; ;_.:::v,_ L • ., ' '- • , . ., , .a. <l . · · L; 1. ·· 1

1 
v:::: .... taK i: n advar. ta;;c of by th[i nr2~~ 

I in :\la ri o;1 , t C'i !i r;;;· :\; ·:· :·. : fr::t ! u :o dc r- !ilr. Li"::i:; '.'.-as t~;e on l,· r ep k re - a"o other·• 1· e ' •) -1·v +0 111 - 1., : ... 
, • . I J ., I .. :::, I,, v ' ... ~l .\.C 1 \ ~ ,) . 

I 
sLood nc co n t::li~p ! :;. t c rl. · :.~ n nir: g l-. i . ..: · r't' i \ ·p l t') r:~ v t 0 !c-;;ra:n at that ti n ~ '"' · , ' ~' ·, ~· t ~L'1 : thi:: t • · lr:: :· an~ ' .\· ~:--; i'L· . .-.) . ..J:'. 

r "' in·c on ·:t no,1-u·1iY ' hJ.' i -, .. ·· ' ~ ; ,,<')' 1 \l · I · ·~ · -rf j'l r ' ( l) · Jl I ··· ' ·· ... · · · .. " < • • ' ' · ·' ·· -~, .t"'" " " : . t. -l:.,.u a .... ·' r. -• c O\\ e ia vl!O g' 1 ~1 ,Jl-o' ttn · t re g :1tt:c rtn g or mi!1L?r.~ w l-:n 
th em to in lerce ue w i::i1 him not to do s tated t h<:; U. H. v; . of A. h ad no I v·e· re ac~ u~ea· of a t l· -. L·i· n,., t' , -. , .. . . . . 1 ~ . ~ .... - a L:n . .:-:. !1 ') 1 ~1el1 

. lh ts a_s t.1e re w a s a i;o ss1b1ht:: o f i JL; n ; di ct io1'. O>"e r th i,, work. Mr. : ·; ·\'. ? we re loadi ng the coa l fo r fr 2 

I 
breC'd mg serious trouble. I L % t <: r q uo ted by p r ess t0 t he pffect ! ;:) -.;;: tl:cr:! I!\'n•)is Coa i Co n;:) ;n ·: . 

. I_ was t old that !\ fr. L:ste r and as- i that St -:: amsl-:o·•c l .'-fe!l 's t.;nio n was in \\ · '.i~d-. had bee n pre v ious ly be ;, ;c ,;:­
l soc 1ate3 had d1 scu ss~ d this matter and 1 g·)od ~ tanci i :~; with A. F . o f L. I bcrs o f t he miners unio n u n der Cc)f'. 

the,· had sa id thcv.· "':e , .. ~ £·o ing to work : It t ' t M l · ' t 1 h 'I J <..J ;. e - nv l !." . ~ C'\.1; 1::; <.:: .eg ra n1 s OU! f tr:i ct, a i-:d Y'ti th the u 11 d er~1 bi.n c~i:1g 

the strip min e on this basis a nd if b -: g i\·,·n t o the press a lso . lm medi- htat saeie w ould ne t b~ load L?d until 
they .ha d any troub le! i t . was sa id , ~tely a_ft E- r this was done , in ce ndi arie3 . at: r-g·"eror:~ent lead bee n co ns•.ir.1;;: -c:e'! 
tin t t:i.ev 'V0' ' 1d r a\· <C t+e 'rOll'lS ~ent ' l'"l' l'· ~1 .. " ··lv .. 'a"ed ti t J 1 5n • • ' b ' ' . . ._ , .. ~ .. · u . ·· · ·· - . ... · i. . .: 

1 
J •d ,,:,...,. .tLt: .: ~- - L .... 1a 1 a ~ n n:'! e\.._ j y a r: a oet;,~:een the coa l one rator:, 

111 a s they coctld g et them tf n eccssa rv · inz were cailP d a nd L ewis' te1ctTran1 I a11a' 1r· 1· .. er·· •1r1 1·n, · d · t . , , . .. , • I ~ ·· • . • 0 
• ' " • ~ - :r JU ge m e n a.~ 

~nri t11at the :, \ ,cu ld. cost _th en , not~- 1 read by r:oen w ho made rnflamatory well as tr.at of eve rv o~he1· r '. ~ ! :'.::r 
rn ;.:. ..\ftcr so:ne d1~cuss 1on of th. is 1 speec;;es , urg-i!:g r.10b \· i0lence . This 1! wl:o u z1de r«' "nct'<· ,,.:,a·t- "l. J- - · ., 

1 
1 . .. - ... l. a v ~· .. . ... .. , l . .;C:-ite 1 

v;'a:ter , f was to1d tha '.: :'.Ir. Lester r. i s unrcie . M !·. Lew is' te!e..,.ram in p--onosed 0 . , . , . ··h • · ..:i· • 
' , ' ·.. •.. ... . I 0 I l - l l2. !...11e ! t\. 1a 1.. he ulri Ci0 
'j bar! c0ni:-:~1 r}-'ri a:::. :..oo :::e n ous 1 n•1 y:.; ay 0 1· matH~e ~ v.ras read to a 1n?..ss 1·r ........... , ·= . 1 · . . 
. - . -·- · ~ . -. r.- . _ . 1 • • .. • sur111t:. 11a!ng 11s property ,1:ith E~ l -
?. 11 1;::.'.. LCJ' ·•) r "C/; .-. t . u l'~ f!0ll - U!l10 l1 ! l11C e t !:1~ ,_.,• \.•:a_:; lt C0n.::.l n..:. c<J to the [lO»t'""tJ '>'Ull . - '• · • I , ~ '-4 1t . . 1 • , • • ~ .-.; ~ g rr.e :i 2.r·~ ::-; :; n nnpo :: t~u 

I 
men and .oa a c •0 , kJ tint h e had eff ect b~; tee n: e ;1 m a :i ; fL\mrna ~otv f·»· ;. :,n PU'' 0 -. . , • ·· t. 1 . ~ \ . · vi.. t..:.c ~ -P ~e <J1 iO :=t r:1nP' nv cna 
decided not to a:1. ::tn) t i t . hO V/D\·er , v;ay, b 4? in ~ cv :::siri ~ :.· ( d on!y as a m.::.t- st rir·7' eC. ,-. r dr--r th" .,: .. ..... . 7 ... r> . , ,.. . · .. 

lhe i mmedi~.tely b egan loading coal. t er of infor:nation , p oi ntin g ou t t)-\e C" ' ' ·;: t~ · b-l· · ·· f·: ·"··:1'. c" 1" "rn ,, tf•n-
. . . - . .... ... , .1es n.c an1 e .o~· t. 11 3 \1,.· ~ o~ e r-.. o r -

1 
n a 1Rcus3rng t he matt e r of employees sta t us of tl:e St2amsho·.:e l JI. I en ' s · 1 • ~ .. , .• · . h . ~'i.iJ1e aaair, not o· 1 · t is co~ i 

I 
with S upt. ~le Dowell , he inforn:ed Union wit!: the A. F' . of L., in r enJy · "' .Y ·' · 1.l! an ;: 

e 1:' £~90nR ib l e f or th2se n1 en ~·.: ~1 0 1•.) $ ~ 
me that a ll men emplo;-ed outside of t o ~rr. L ester's sta tement · carried b'.i ,_ 

1 • t r.c ir !i;:es, bu t th ey are al" . s J !c l:> 
1 the guards -.veu; n:e mbers of the the press . Mr. L ev: is' t e legram eom-I :· es?o ?1r-:i ~ie for th e st igTna ar:d ~) ~ :!ck 

' The miner officia ls knrJw ing . ll'. 1v1 ·:-. i s~m rch that- has i'•) t;nfc•?' tU?la ';::iy' 
Lare n per~0nally, ha,·ing- d ea 1 ~ ~. · · i t\ " 1· fa~t~n~d it s0lf upo. n .the citize;i<; of 
him for yea r s, felt that if he W<.'. 5 W11l:amson County :rnd th e Ci:y 0: 
associated wi th ;\-Ir. ).rsl~r that v;e I H errin. by importing hired men wh o 
could pr<>va il upon hi.n to r einstate cared. nothi::J.g fo r t he peace and 
the old new of men'\ here Mr. Sl i g<~ r t r::u-.quii ity o f an hon o r ed co111n~un i tv. 
was superintendent. Accordi ng-ly, ·'°'' 1 ·who used e\·ery dev ise a ppa r ent ly ; ; ...• 

•we went to Marion , made an ir\\·es ti- ' · the ir command to precipatc troub le . 
gation a nd found tha t Mr. i\IcLur e!'l ,.. It is a we ll known fact by hundred • 
was in no manner connected nor did " of oi;r bes t ci t izens foat t he s hPriff 
r. e own any stock in eithe r of these " an d his dep u ties ; th e S tr,te is A.tton: (;y , 
properties. ther efore , he could not Col. H u nte r and m a ny infl uentia1 
inte rcede or adjust tn~ dis rute tha~ cit ize :i. s did e '1eryth ing hu man ly po5· 

I 
existed. Alon g with this cont ro\·crsy >• sib ie co -ope rating togeth er to ward 
rum ors and ,; tat8me n 1.5 \;·ere bc!r,g , off tbs grea t cr ime that h a :> bee n 
mad e by the press and Lro!1\ oUH: r \ comn:itted aga inst ·williamso r. Coun-

1 sources a m ong the 111iner~ in th is .- . ty a n d he r ci t izens , as well a3 t<::rni3!: -
county, tha t the coal 0;1c rnt0rs would , . . ing th'? fa ir !lame of th e g :·i: at s t a t e 
try Lo open the ir m\ t'.t·s w ith n~n- of Tilin ois. And i:1 th e lan guag:1: 
union labo r if it \rn ~ nvt for the mm- ·, .. " sr, id to haw~ b eE> n u sed by !lfr. L este r , 
e rs Qualification Ac t , whid1 prov i•.les ' l hi s c1.,mpa ny ~ hoi.: 11 ! b" m ad'.: lo pa y 

I 
that befo r e a man ca n ente r t hC' mines ,. 1 :n<' ray riea rly fe r thi s out.nge e11cn 
to di g coa l he must ln\ e had . b;o · 1., ~ he c:<tcn. 1..-i t ·1:1ing them for the 

t \ ·ears cxp c!·!cnce at rh L:1rf> or tn c l1 ' rt t.Pn Y" ~· ' ":: 0.nd nut k in £~ it.. ;~' t · 

I ~oal an d pass examination. Som- ~ of ;i 1 ' · ible for hi m w c·xo r a~a in attempt 

I 
the opcratoi_-s co n tcnd~ng· tirn~ . thi~ iJo~s i h le for him to e\·e r aga in atteQ1p t 
bo a \)po intcd by t.1c go \ e1 nor , - ·:" • ·.. · to f a sten onto any com m u nity suci• 
w mc mbC'rs 0 f the min ers union '" '· , .. .,, ' a s h ~!3 come t0 \ \" ill ia mson County 
and~o ntro l lcd by th e m , Lhcrcfon., it t hrough hi:; efforts and to whi d" 
w as imposs ible for th e operato rs to eve ry Am er ican c itize n should <t nd 
employ no n-u nion men i~1 the mi nes d oe~ r esent. 
as they co uld no t qu;ilify un dc:r th cso 
circumstn lll:Os or they might attempt 
t o open the ir min es. : 

. ... , ... ...1 ,.. \.. ..,, """nn\T i 



CLASS OF SEHVICE SYMBOL CLASS OF SERVICE SY MBO L 
>-------·----

~gram Tel eg ram 

Day l ette r Blue Day l ette r Blue 

Hight Message Nile Night Message Nile 

___!:!_i.ohl Lctte" ti L ___!:!_i.gh t Letter H L 
It r o-c of these three symbo ls If none of these three symbo ls 

appears aft: r \he check (num ber of appears •lier the ch eck (nu mber of 
words) this is a tclcoram. Ott1cr· words) this is a te!coiam. Other · 
wise its character is indicated by the wise its character is i ndicated by the 
symbo l appearino afte r tile cl:eck. f\IE'.VCOMB CARL.TON, P RESIDENT G!::ORGE W . E. ATKINS, FIRST V!CE·PRl!'.91DENT symbo l app ea ring al ter the ell eek. 

-
REC EIVED AT 21-23 N. MERIDIAN ST., INDIANAPOLIS, lN OJ2~LWAY.$..:OPEN · 

vlJ{{ C:'.!:> PM / / r 
D414 CH NPR I . 43 

OB CH IC AGO I LL 25 

JO HN L LE WIS ~!L·02 . 
Vi'I 7 I ,-, 

I ' 

. PRESIDENT UNITED .. Ml NE WORKERS OF AMERICA. PLEASE LOCAT E THROUGH 

WILLI AM GREEN SECTY UM U A AN D DELIV ER TONIGHT I NDIANAPOLIS IND 

'RECEIVED .AUTHORITATIVE I NF OR MATION AT HERRIN NEWSPA PERMEN OF 

CHIC AG O TIPPED OFF TWELVE DAYS AGO BY HONNOL D THAT OPE RATORS I NTENDED 

MAl\E TEST CA SE AT STRIP Ml NE AND CLEAN OUT .SOM Ml NERS SEVERAL WENT . 
' 

THOUGHT YO JJ .M IG HT DEMAND CONGRESSIO NAL ) 

STATE MENT FOR NEWYORK TRIBU NE PRE SS RATE 
() ,,,, t 

TH ER E 0 N T H AT . I NF 0 R M A T I 0 N 

INVESTIGATION PLE ASE WIRE 

CO LLECT CARE GREAT NORTHERN HOTE L REGARDS \ __ ) Y 
,J) /~~ ~~1 6 .i 

G I LM A N p AR i{ ER~/' liY( ~. ', I I J _) 
DA 74 0P FBB 

DA 71.LS P 

/VIV~ \ \)\.,," , \., OQY 
. J L ..,_ . 

u~ ,,_.( ). ::-:)./ .. > (~'C CCU NT ~~ :.u 
--~----

FKK 



CUI SS OF SER VI CE DES 1f1ED 

-~q;,'"' I 
O~y Lc!tcr I 
Night r.1 °-,:.90 / 

-~-----,-
ri.1: ~h t l ".! HN 

Pa.t;1.m ; sh P.uld mJrk :10 X opp(). 
s1tn the r l:-=':; of S"n k<" rl r,i rrd; 
OTH E'~Wlo E Tf-'C: MESSAG F:: 
W ILL B ~ Tn~N S l.11TTED AS I\ 

'- j FULL -RA TE TCLEGRA r.1 NEWC OMB CARLT ON . P RES IOl!:N T 

Scud the follow i n~ mcssa~c . subject to the t erms 
ou back h ereof, which arc hereby agreed to 

Ell:ia Searl e s, 
Rs 18 1gh Hote l, 
Washingt on , D. c. 

Ch !!<:k 

Timo Flied 

GEOR G E w. E. ATKIN S . FI R 9T 'llCl!-PR1!910~NT 

Chi cago, Ill., June 27, 1922. 

NB.m es al'.'e Don Ewi ng As s oc i ated Pr e ss a na Ral ph 'Mc C ann ~1 Ch i ·'.!'9.go 
Tribune who we nt there several days be f ore kil l ing~ . Tha t in 
itself is en ough . - See my fi rst edi t i on s t ory Sa t urday mor ning 
first pt'1r t of co l umn t wo. Informant quot ed ls Ewi n g.. Plea5 e 
give me s cooo statement if Lew i s acts c a ~e Great Northern 
Hotel . Advi~ab le you regard s ource this information aa 
confide11t i a. lo 

-- ·-- ~ ....... " ......... 6 ...... ~3Ubt.:::, tsUOJeCt t'O tne tertlllJ 
on back hexeof, wWch are hereby agreed ta 

Mr. Gilman Parker, 
c/o Grea t Northern Hotel, 
Chica go, Illinois. 

Pax•ker. 

Wash ington, D .. C., June 26
1 

1922. 

l.e \1 i s shmved me your telegram. He hesitates to act in the matter 
wit hout lnore definite - inf orma tion. Can y ou wire r.1e Ra leigh Hotel 
names of some newspa pe r men who went to Her1~1n in respons e to tip 
that wa s r.; iven them by Honnold. This information migh t a.fford 
gPounds for actio!l. 

Ellis Searles. 

Chg . United Mine Workers. 



'(_"'l'·nit0d ~line ' f()rl;:ers or -4\nl(~r.ica 
....... "' .. ~ .. ~-- . ·-· -t.... .. .. ..;. ~ ..,,,,.. 

.JOHN L . LE WIS 
PRESIDENT 

~.- ~·-~~ 

/{? 
I . 

i• 
I
. 
1 

I 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. Earl E. Houck, 
1112 :Merchants Bank Bldg., 
Indianapolis , Indtnna. 

Dear Mr . Houck: 

A. F . o > L 

Raleigh Hotel, 
Washington, D. C., 
July 12, 1922. 

I am enclosing, herewith, copies of telegraphic 
cort-espondence betwe en myself and Mr. Searles and Mr.· 
Gil.r:ian Parkel", Staff Correspondent of the New York 
Tribune. Mr. Parker is rather s~npathetic in his 
attltude toward our orga11:l. z.ati on and its aspirations 
and presumably doe a not want t o be kn own in the matter 
as it might affect his newspaper standing . It seems 
to me, however , that :tt might be well for you to look 
into the matter and to at l east interview t hose r e p­
r e sentativea of the Cbicago Tribune and Associated 
Press who went to Herrin upon r ece ipt of information 
fr om Dr. Honnold. It might be possible for you to 
secure fran them statements or affidavits which would 
be of li;ttel" value to us in cas e civil procedures are 
entel"ed against our argan1.zation. I would also be 
glad to h ave you take this matter up witll Mr. Warru.11 
and acquaint him with the contents of this correspond­
ence and secure hi s advice thereon. 

With kindest regards, I am 

... . ,.. 
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c .:-.i )~·:- of l o tt ; r Sen t b~. -
.~ .. ~ ~ . :-; ··1 1

; . .:~ 1 ]':;: • .i_(L,; ~1 t , :r:1 t i o ~L;,_ l c ·J:..t i. .. ".: 1s oc i:~ t i o ~~ 
·_2 {I 

} o \r c:: 11 1~ ~ , ·::~1 S .~ ~ L 2- l o ~C Tl1i ·· ~oi~ : . . 

~ c~orublc Len S~ull. 
Gov~ nor of Illin J is, 
L' ' i Y"l ~• 1~ • ·1 d T 11 • .,,... ·' ' ; " ..._, l · r _ .. ,__, _ i o , -'- i . " ._) -'- .:, . 

l' • ,; ir : 

T~ li1~t:7-fi 'lG dri~~E~ h~t1le cl~L .:!Se cl D i 11d.e th e ·: :~E1 ss t~c:ro of· ~~;oro t l :E121 

t~enty a nd t~e seriously ~ouncli~g nnd outilati~; of thirty -throe 
;Jen ~ .o ~ere a t ~or~ in t he stri p Dine of the South ~ rn Illinois 
Coal Co::J ::_x1 n:,; ne~1r ~~crr in in .. . 1llliar:ison Count~' by an ~-;.ttac~:_L::.·i;~ :f'orco 
of unio:'1 :-:1i:1ors nu~:1b .::H'ing scveTal thou sa:::1cl . J.':10 :no::-1 at tacked h~~-d. 
surrendered uncler a flag of tru e e vii th the ~1locl c;0 frorn the 1;.:iLon 
~".li:'J. e offici a ls t';.u.t t:ii ey s ho'.Ll c1. be ;:: i ven sa:fo concluc t 01-:.t of t1::.e 
crni.nt ;,; . .Ins teu.d the y -. .'erG ;-:1archocl to a ·:lOods . lj_ned 1.i.p in fro ":'l t 
of ' i. c~t rbcd ··r iro fence and. tr eacher o~~- sly s ::. ot a_o·.:m . 

So fn.1-- :·: ot (1 s i:i 3'1 C n.i ... re s t }:us b ·; e·~1 r:I~1 de iT1 co~ne cti ~'J1 './ j j_t 11 

t i1is c:ri ~J e :1 ~-; ~ 1 i:1st t 11e lc:1~ ... l u;1c1 l ;.g·~t i ~1 st f1:) :·:1nn i t :;7" ~ ~e : · : c 1 ~.)C[ll 

au t J--1uri tic s , a ccor cl l ng t _o t:::.e bGs t i nfor::::-;. t i on obtn.L10.l:lo . ~:uve 
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J3 o.x 1 844, Ca l g ary, Alber to. , 
t,epte':>..b e r 30 t h , 1 0~~2 . 

1ilr. John I,. Lev;i s , I'r e s i de nt, 
Unit e d l1l ine Vfo r kers of Ar.lerica, 
Mercha nts Bank Bl dg . , 
Indianapoli s , Ind i ana. 

Dea r Sir and Br oth er: 

I VT i sh to draw y our at t e n ti on t o a c erta i n matt e r 
wh ich we b elieve 1·ri 11 b e t o the interes t o f t he organi zation 
a n d t he me n vrho are novr und e r a r rest i n connecti on ·;rith the 
Herrin, Ill inoi s , mine f r ay dur ing t h e r ecen t s trike . A 
cert a in pe r so n by the nwae of Richa r d llcC l ennan v i s it e d our 
off ic e t od a y who inf orms u s he i s t he fathe r of one of 
th1spe ci a l polic e wh o p roc ee d ed to Herr in f or t ll e :ryu r p o se of 
prot e c ting the c omp a n i es' prope rti e s a n d he i s on e of t he t ... ;70 

livi n g ·w itne s se s t o g ive ev idenc e aga ins t t h e mi ne r s in the 
co~ning tr i al. He i s o f t he opi n i on t hat i f he c ould me et 
hi s so n pe r s onal l y , vvho i s n o\7 u nder s eper a te guard in Chic a g o, 
h e wou l d b e a bl e to p ersua d e him to le ave the r e a nd r e tu r n 
to Edmo nton, Albe r ta . 

Mr. J\.'IcCleihl a n h as let te r s in hi s po s s ess ion showing 
tha t he was a n c:lC t ive men b e r of t he Car pen t e r' s Lo.bar Or ga ni zati on 
i n the United Stat e s a nd by t he acc ount s ne have receiv e d 
symp a t h i zed with the mine r s during t h e rec ent s t r i ke . 

The p roposit ion h e h as put up i s t ha t he p r o ceed 
to the S t a te s in an en d e a vo u r to ge t h is s on b c-" ck v1ith h i m 
there by preventing h i m f ro rn g i v ing e videnc e a nd the only re­
comp lTIS e h e expect s i s tra.n sportation, s al o.r y a n cl eX!_:i ense s. 

If you t h ink it worth while to int e rvie w him 
I vvould ask you wire me i mme di a t e ly where you wi sh him to proc ee d 
t.o , 

Tru s t i n g you will give this matt e r your 
i rnmedic..to a tten ti on I am , 

RP:A -' 
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TlIE I-IERRIN 
... 

CONSPIRACY 

IIerrin's heinous crime is a 
challenge to America, the :Mother 
of us all-of the newcomer to her 
household no less than of the 
native born. It is a challenge 
that must be met now. It is a 
challenge thatmustbemetstand­
ing.-Boston (Mass.) Transcr£pt, 
June 28, 192£. 

An even more vital reason for 
prompt action is seen in the tem­
per of the men, which carries 
with it a threat that the atroci­
ties committed in Illinois this 
week will be repeated in other 
mining :fields.-St. Joseph (l\Io.) 
Press, June 24, 1922. 

Until this coal mine butchery is 
legally avenged Americans can no 
longer boast that in the United 
States the Constitution is su­
preme.-The Sun, New York, 
July 6, 1922. 

Issued by 

The National Coal Association 
WASHING TON, D. C. 
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THE HERHIN CONSPIRACY 

Ac01nprchensivcstoryoftheslaughter 
as p:rcscntcd by investigators 

and eyc-wi tncsscs 

I N a wooded grove rniclway bebYeen the 
mining tO\Yns of Herrin ancl :;\Iarion 

in \Villiamson County, 111., a crime was 
committed on the morning of Thursday, 
June ~~. that stirred the indignation 
and aroused the horror of America as 
had not been done since the stories of 
war atrocities committed by the Huns 
ceased coming across the ocean. 

Nearly fifty men-the exact number is 
uncertain- who shortly before had been 
taken out under a flag of truce from the 
strip mine of the Southern Illinois Coal 
Company a few miles away and who had 
been promised that they would be fur­
nished safe escort to the railroad station 
whence they could entrain for their homes, 
were lined up in front of a barbed wire 
fence, and hemmed in by union miners in 
military formation. 

Scarcely before a plea of mercy could 
be made, shotguns, rifles and revolvers 
in the hands of 500 men arrayed in a 
semi-circle about the miserable group, 
poured a storm of lead into the bodies 
of the captives. :Many fell at the first 
volley. Some got through the fence only 
to be shot down in flight. Others es­
caped the fusillade to fall victims later to 
a savage man hunt that harried the fu gi­
tives for hours through the surrounding 
countryside. Some of the dead were 
mutilated, the dying were kicked and 
beaten, the captured 'vere tortured and 
then slain. 

'When the ghastly work was over, nine­
teen of those who were working in the 
mine were dead, several died later of the 
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34 wh~ were wounded ahd a numhcr are 
still unaccounted for. Such was the out­
rage committed in a union district upon 
men who were merely exercising the uni­
versal bw of the right to labor and who 
had been employed by ·wi II iam J. Lester, 
president of the coal company, to operate 
the strip mine from wl1ich the members of 
the United .l\Iine '\Vorkers of America had 
walked out. 

An Attack on ~overnmcnt 

This organized murder of American 
citizens was the result of the determina­
tion of a branch of the United }VIine 
·workers of America to maintain as an 
absolute stronghold the supremacy of the 
l\1iners' Union in '\Yilliamson County over 
and above the law of the State and the 
law of the Nation. 

It was anarchy; it was the placing of 
the aim of the union as the supreme law 
of '\Villiamson County. It was a vicious 
attack upon the fundamental principles 
upon which our Government was founded. 

. The right of any American to do his work, 
a basic principle of our Constitution which 
guarantees liberty and protection, is 
an issue far above any question between 
the United l\:Iine '\Yorkers and opera­
tors, and it concerns not only the coal 
miners and coal operators, but ~very man 
and woman in this country . It coEcerns 
every industry, every home. 

"What does this uprising mean? It is 
the concern of every citizen of the land. 
Every American must view this crime 
with the utmost concern, for the issue 
involves the very foundations of our Gov­
ernment. '\vliat happened in '\Yilliam­
son County may happen in almost 
any community in the country , if every 
effort is not put forth to bring the assas­
sins to justice. Indeed, it was the boast 
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of the orgnnized b~nd who committed this 
murder tJia t in \Yilliarnson County , at 
least , America would be shown that the 
la\V of the union reigned supreme. 

These murders grew out of what has 
every appearance-from the bare facts 
collected- of a well-organized conspiracy 
to stop the operation of the strip mine. 
The investigation indicates that the con­
spiracy \Vas developed over a period of 
four or five days during which the senti­
ment of the members of the mine workers' 
union in '\Yilliamson Countv was intensi,·e­
lydevelopcdagainst the strrp mineworkers. 
Plans for the attack were carefully laid. 
Then the assault began. This assault 1rns 
interrupted by a tru_ce arranged in accord­
ance with the wishes of the officials of 
the United ].\fine '\Vorkers of America, and 
the County officials acquiesced, as did the 
owner of the mine who agreed tha~ no at­
tempt would be made to reopen the mine 
during the strike. 

The facts relating to the whole affair 
have been assembled here in order to give 
a picture of the situation in "\Villiamson 
County and a comprehensive story of 
what happened. 

A Union Stronghold 

'\Villiamson County, Illinois, which has 
a population of 61, 038, is in one of the 
most strongly unionized centers of Amer­
ica . l\1arion, the county seat, has a pop­
ulation of 9,582, and Herrin, a population 
of 10,986. It is conservatively estimated 
that 85 per cent of the residents of the 
County are miners or connected with them 
by family ties or othenvise, and reflecting 
unionized labor sentiment. All business 
conducted in the County is dependent to 
a vital degree upon the patronage of the 
mining element. 'The mining vote elects 
or defeats candidates for public office. 
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:l\Iany of the public officials holdiri'g 

elective office arc miners, have been 
miners, or arc in strong sympathy with 
union labor whose st rength is such that, 
without question, it is its vote that elects 
or defea ts any candidate fo r loca l or 
county office. 

The most outstanding loc:il figure in the 
events leading up to the massacre, is 
Sheriff :i.\Ielvin Thaxton , who persistently 
refused to swe:ir his deputies or to ca ll 
for the Illinois N:it ional Guard, as he 
was urged to do repeatedly by Col. S. N. 
Hunter, representing Adjutant General 
Carlo Black of Illinois , for three days be­
fore the surrender and butchery of the 

· strip miners . Col. !-Iunter had arrived 
in 1V1arion on June 18 to keep an eye on 
the situation. The Sheriff is an ex­
miner, and was elected by the mining 
vote, and is now a candidate for county 
treasurer. 

There is ample t estimony that Sheriff 
Thaxton is physically not a coward. In 
times past he has been cool, courageous 
and vigilant in supporting the law. Single­
handed he stopped thirteen prisoners in a 
jail-breaking a ttempt two years ago . H e 
has to his credit successful intervention 
in a number of attempted lynchings . 

The Judge and the l\Iob 

County Judge Hartwell dra\YS a picture 
of the mob which shows its caliber when 
met by a determ ined spirit. A crowd 
went to the Judge's home. They de­
manded that he deliver over to them his 
collection of fire1ums. He dared the 
young fellows to come and get them, at 
the s:i,me time directing his wife to load 
as he fired. The mob faded away . 

Prominent also in the three dnys pre­
ceding the attack on the mine wa s State 
Senator "William J. Sneed, president of 
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t he Sub-District of the United :;\fine' 
" ' orkers of America- a rcsiden t of Her­
rin. He appears to be the leading poli­
tician of the Countv, insofar as the bbor 
vote is concerned. The labor vote, \vhich 
in a previous elect ion had been led by 
Sneed in the interests of another poli tical 
faction, was reversed under Sneed's con­
trol and support tlirown to Len Small, 
successful candidate for Governor. 

The State's Attorney of \Yill iamson 
County is D elos L. Duty, whose family 
has been slightly identified " ·ith union 
miner interests . Duty, who \Vas elec ted 
by miners' votes, is on record as express­
ing very serious doubt of his ability to 
convict mob conspirators, leaders and 
members of the mob . "To get a jury 
not imbued with the ideas of the labor 
unions will be impossible, I believe," he 
said, and added, "the killing was un­
human beyond words ." 

Brundage Infers Conspiracy 

Edward J. Brundage , Attorney Gen­
eral of Illinois , views t he Herrin massacre 
as "murder in cold blood after the strip 
miners had surrendered." That the At­
torney General believes a conspiracy ex­
isted is the inference to be drawn from his 
statement that "the riot was not spon­
taneous; the mob gnthered from several 
counties at a central spot." 

\Villiam l\:I. :McCown of :l\larion, the 
Coroner of vVilliamson County, was a 
union miner and is admittedly a union 
sympathizer. 

The principal business of \Villiamson 
County is digging coal from deep mines , 
of which there a re thirtv-two. There are 
also four strip mines wl1ere huge shovels 
scrape the earth from thick veins of coal 
which run near the surface . Other 
shovels then lift this coal into cars . It 
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was against the strip mine, mvnecl by the 
Southern Illinois Coal Company, of which 
\Villiam J. Lester is president, that mem­
bers of the United .l\Iinc \Yorkers of 
America directed an attack . As :rn op­
erator l\1r. Lester played a lone hand, 
and was not a member of any coal oper­
ators' association. 

Strip Shovels Continue Work 

'\Vhen the deep mines were closed by 
the U. l\L vV. of A. strike April 1, last, 
the stripping shovel at the Lester mine 
did not cease operations. The stripping 
shovel was kept at work, meantime, and 
no objection was made by the strikers as 
long as no attempt to mine coal was made. 
l\1en manning this shovel, or rather the 
crews operating it, were members of the 
Steam Shovel :l\Ien' s Union, an organiza­
tion not affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor. 

About June 10 Lester made preparation 
actually to dig and load coal and addi­
tional men, some of whom were rated as 
track layers and others as guards, were 
put on the property. This development 
was instantly resented by the union 
miners, and the question arose as to the 
status of the men employed at the strip 
mine. There was also the openly voiced 
feeling of resentment that armed guards 
were on duty at these strip mines. 

As early as June 13, it became mani-· 
fest that a plot against the mine was 
brewing. Robert Tracy, of Chicago, a 
locomotive engineer, reported to the mine 
for duty, and in examining the engine 
firebox found ten sticks of dynamite and 
two cans of pmvder therein. Two days 
later, says Tracy, picketing of the mine 
began. 

The Sheriff and State's Attornev and 
U. I'.i . \V. of A. officials protested t~o l\fr. 
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Lester and his superintendent, C. IC 
l\fcDowell, against the employment of 
these armed guards; said that they were 
trespassing on public property and hold­
in O' up traffic. The strip mine people 

b . d were told that they were courtmg estruc-
tion, if they continued to dig coal. There 
is on record the statement that ~IcDowell 
declared that if any guards were outside 
the mine boundary they were disobeying 
his instructions . It was also said by some 
who conferred with him that he promised 
to disarm the guards, but this is not veri­
fied. 

There was talk of boycotting stores 
which were supplying the men with pro­
visions, and the union miners also 'vere 
sent to watch railroad stations where addi­
tional workmen for the strip mine might 
arrive. Col. Hunter notes that bvo of 
these workers, detraining at :i\Iarion, were 
intercepted by union miners and ordered 
away, and did leave . 

The Telegram front Lewis 

There was discussion among the strikers 
as to the status of the strip mine workers. 
On June 18, Senator Sneed wired John 
L. Lewis, International President of the 
U. J\L \V. of A., asking for an official rul­
ing on the status of the strip mine 'vork­
ers. Sneed received the following reply: 

Indianapolis, Ind. 
June 19, 1922. 

WilliamJ. Sneed, 
Pres. Sub-District 10 
District 1£, U. JU. W. of A. 

Your wire of eighteenth, Steam Shovel 
:Men's Union was suspended from affilia­
tion with American Federation of Labor 
some years ago. It was also ordered sus-

d ' f ti . . 1 t . 1· pen e(t ,rom .; ;:: ;;11i.1mg uqmr mcni; o 
the American Federation of Labor at the 

!) 



Atlantic City conventio1;. We now find 
t!iat .this outlaw organ izat ion is pcrmit­
tmg its members lo act as strike breakers 
at numerous strip pits in Ohio. This or­
ganization is furnishing steam shovel 
engineers to work under armed auards 
with strike breakers. It is not tn~c that 
any form of agreement exists by and be­
tween this organization and the mininO' 
department or any other branch of th~ 
~merican Federation of Labor permit­
ting them to work under such circum­
s~ances. \'.'e have, through representa­
tives, offic1ally taken this question up 
with the officers of the Steam Shovel 
M~n's lJ_nionand have failed tosecureany 
satisfact1011. Representa.Hves of our organi­
zation are justified in trcatfr1g this crowd 
as an outlaw organization and in view­
ing its members in the same light as they 
do any other common strike breakers. 

(Signed) JOHN L. LEWIS. 

Published in Local Press 

On Tuesday, June 20, this teleO'ram was 
printed in the .111an·on Daily R:publican 
as that paper's leading news article. It 
~as given si~1ilar treatment the same day 
m the Herr~n J oimwl . There is every 
reason to believe that the contents of this 
telegram b.ecame. known to practically all 
of. the umon mmers and their sympa­
thizers over the whole of the coal field on 
Tuesday and vVednesday. 

The first mass meeting that the miners 
h~ld after the receipt of the telegram to 
discuss a program of action auainst the 
strip mine workers, it is related by Col. 
Hunter, was held early Tuesday after­
noon, June 20. He was informed that the 
mi_ners were in session at the Sunnyside 
l\1me. Col. Hunter avers that he went 
to the office of State Senator Sneed and 
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told the latter of the meeting, whereup· 
Sneed replied: 

"I know about it. There is no cau 
for alarm." 

Col. Hunter says that a. little later l 
told Sheriff Thaxton of this miners' ma~ 
meeting and asked the Sheriff to send 
deputy, who resided in Herrin, to th 
meeting and ascertain what '.Vas going on 
The Sheriff promised to do this, Col 
Hunter says . There seems to exist r 
strong probability that some definite ac­
tion against operations at the strip mine 
was agreed upon at this Tuesday mass 
meeting. 

The next day another meeting took 
place. Of what was done at this meetin g 
and of the effect actually had on the minds 
of the miners and their friends, the 
!Jf arion Daily Republican of June 2Q, 
said: 

:Meeting in Ce1netery 

"An indignation meeting was held in 
the cemetery in Herrin on 'Wednesday 
morning, June Ql, at which time the 
feeling was running high, and the tele­
gram of John L. Lewis calling these 
shovel men common strike breakers, was 
read . Soon afterwards a mob raided three 
hard,vare stores in Herrin, obtaining a 
few guns and rifles and 5 ,000 rounds of 
ammunition of all kinds." 

\\'alter l\I. Sims, ecli tor of the Clm's­
topher Progress , published in a mining 
tmvn fourteen inilcs from Herrin, wrote 
in his publication: 

"The trouble (the massacre) follo,ved 
after an indignation meeting was held just 
outside of Herrin on a road to the mine 
'Vednesday morning following the publi­
cation of a telegram from John L. Lewis , 
president of the United :Mine \York­
ers, which stated that the workmen at 
the strip mine ~':ho are men~bers of the 

11 



I 
I 
I 

·! 

Sho\·el ·l\Icn's "Cnion \Vere 'common strike 
breakers.' " 

\Vriting from Herrin, Thoreau Cronyn 
said .in the N cw Y ork JI ernlcl of July JZ: 

"A veteran of \Yilliamson County to 
whom the correspondent showed the copy 
of this (Lewis') telegram, pushed his 
spectacles up on his forehead after reading 
it and said: 

"'Everybody down here krn_nvs how the 
union miners felt about this and how cer­
tain words inflame them. I should not 
say that the word outlaw riled them so 
much, but when Lewis officially told 
them that those fellows out at the Lester 
mine were to be treated like any other 
strike breakers, I should say that it was 
about the same thing as saying: 'Hike 
out there to the mine and clean 'em 
out.' " 

Prominent business men of J\1arion and 
Herrin say that when they heard the men 
on the streets and in business places talk­
ing excitedly about the message from 
Lewis that they felt certain a violent out­
break was but hours distant. 

Out of these meetings meantime the 
conspiracy to stop the operation of the 
mine had been deYeloped. The initial 
move to i1west the strip mine has all the 
ear-marks of an organized effort and it re­
sulted in the first open act of hostility. 

The First Hostile Act 

On \Veclnesday morning, Jm1e £1, at 
eight o'clock, say the union miners en­
trusted with keeping any more men from 
reaching the strip min e, additional \York­
men were unloaded from the Chicago 
train at Carbondale, Illinois, about four­
teen miles from the mine. These men 
were put into a mine truck which was fol­
lowed by a mine automobile. There \Vere 
eleven men in the t\YO machines. At a 
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point three miles ~ast of Carbondale, men 
in a strange automobile preceding the 
truck fired shots into the air, as if by pre­
arranged sign::tl. Immediately, shot gun 
firing \YaS directed from underbrush along 
the roadside. 

Some of the eleven strip mine workers 
were wounded seriouslv and others fled, 
followed by volleys of shot gun firing. 
".l\lark" Delaney , who was in charge of 
the strip mine party, made his way back 
to Carbondale and telephoned to Supt. 
J\fcDowell a t the mine, relating how these 
two automobile lo::tds of men had been 
fired on and stating that some of them 
had been wounded and taken to the Car­
bondale hospital. 

Events Known to Officials 

All these events had not escaped the 
ears and eyes of state, city and county 
officials. Col. Hunter, after visiting the 
mine, talking to the Sheriff, State's Attor­
ney, and other city and county officials in 
J\1arion and Herrin had concluded as early 
as :Monday, June 19th:, that "the local 
officers were in sympathy with the bellig­
'erent miners, but had agreed to maintain 
order." He stated further,however, that he 
had no confidence in the Sheriff's a vowed 
intention or his ability to cope with the sit­
uation and protect the men. He made this 
report by telephone shortly before noon 
on :Monday to the Adjutant-Gener'.1.1. 

Hunter told the Adjutant-General that 
the Sheriff had promised to protect prop­
erty and life at the mines. The Colonel 
ad;ised the Adjutant-General to have 
two companies of the Illinois National 
Guard, one at Salem and one at Cairo, 
notified to be in readiness to entrain for 
:Marion on an hour's notice. These two 
companies could have been in J\Iarion 
within four hours. 
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The Sheriff' ~ :naction 

The Adjutant-General told CoL Hunter 
a·~ this time lo "lay <lO\rn" (bC'a r down) on 
the Sheriff and hn,·e him do his full duty 
in the way of securing an extra force of 
deputies. That afternoon the_ Colonel 
asked the Sheriff what he was domg to get 
more deputies and also informed him that 
the two companies of troops \Tcre rea~y 
to respond to any request the Sheriff 
\rnuld make, The Sheriff said that h e 
felt his regular force of deputies was suffi- ·1 

cient for the pr :::scnt, and that for Col. 
Hunter lo tell the Adjutant-General, 
"Troops would not be n~eded to put down 
trouble at the mines ." 

Later in the evening Col. Hunter re­
ported to the Adjutant~General that t_he 
Sheriff had not sworn m more deputies 
and did not anticipate the use of troops. 
Col. Hunter got after the Sheriff again.on 
Tuesday morning in regard to. secun_ng 
additional deputies. The Sheriff replied 
that the \vild talk \Vas dying down, and 
Col. Hunter asked him if this was not a 
result of the wide-spread rumor that two 
regiments of troops were headed f~r 
:Marion. The Colonel declared that this 
report was out and did have a no~ic~ably 
quieting effect on the streets until mg:ht­
fall when there was a resurge of excite­
ment, and anger attained new heights. 

The Colonel talked to miners on the 
street found they were at the breaking 
point 'and went again to consult with the 
Sheriff. H e reports that he "demanded 
of the Sheriff that he swear in a large 
force of deputies, includin g business men" 
and was informed bv the Sheriff that he 
"had the situation w~ll in hand," to which 
Col. Hunter replied: 

"S,Year in deputies or ask for troops." 
'Yeclnesdav morning, the day before the 

massacre, fo~nd events moving swiftly 
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toward inevitabld.disastcr. State Senn.tor 
Sneed, who ha<l gone to Spring~icld on 
official business on Tuesday evenmg, was 
not available to advise with the Sheriff 
the next morning. \Yhen Col. Hunter 
stepped out on the s treet ear]~, on Jun.e 21 
and found the whole countryside was liter­
a~ly boiling with e:c i t~ i~ent he imm~­
diately went to the Sheri fl s office to ~cc if 
that official had not finally been stirred 
into action, since it was absolutely clear 
that a mob of unprecedented size was be­
ing gathered to wreak vengeance. 

Calling of Troops Urged 

Col. Hunter found the Sheriff quite 
placid, with no new deputies and uttering 
his stereotyped expression: "I have the 
situation well in hand." Col. Hunter 
grew emphatic in urging the Sheriff to 
make a request for troops. This was done 
in the presence of State's Attorney_ Duty. 
The Sheriff said that he had no idea of 
calli1w for troops an d Duty offered the 
Sheriff the advice that, "If I were a She"rif-f 
I would not call for troops under any 
circumstances." To Col. Hunter, Duty 
said that he had full confidence in Sheriff 
Thaxton. Col. Hunter hurried away 
from the Sheriff's office, resolved to lay his 
case before the business men of :Marion. 
He got C. R. Edrington, secretary of the 
Greater :Marion Association, and informed 
the latter that the Sheriff had absolutely 
balked at swearing in deputies or making 
a request for troops. 

The Colonel and Edrington agreed that 
something ought to be done immediate ly. 
They decided that the best move woul? 
be to o·ct a committee of reputable busi­
ness n~en, mine owners and union miners 
to visit the strip mine and ask the men 
there to suspend operations. By tele­
phone they summoned A. B. :McLaren, a 
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wealthy an<l influential business man of' 
:Marion; Ralph :Mitchell, General Super­
intendent of the Earnest Coal Company 
and IY. II. Rix, a union mine ·worker offi­
cial. This conference had hardly assem­
bled before the news ·was fla shed about the 
attack on the strip mine truck near Car­
bondale. The five men at the conference 
decided to do all they could to have a 
large_r meeting of busjness men in the 
evepmg. 

Edrington continued for some hours to 
telephone to responsible people asking 
them to attend the contemplated evening 
conference. Between messages he re­
ceived reports that armed men were com­
ing into the Herrin district from far away 
points. The business men in touch with 
Edrington told him that they had this same 
information. Edrington and Hunter again 
tried to locate Sheriff Thaxton to apprise 
him of what the business men's committee 
was attempting to accomplish, and to tell 
him that a concerted assault on the strip 
mine .was in prospect, but the Sheriff had 
gone, it was said, to investigate the shoot­
ing at Carbondale. 

Raids on Stores Begun 

Beginning about one o'clock and con­
tinuing for a couple of hours telephone 
messages were received at the offices of 
the Greater :Marion Association relating 
how hardware stores had been raided in 
Herrin for guns and ammunition. 

Alarm was immediately spread in 
l\1arion advising merchants dealing in fire­
arms to conceal their stock. Two places in 
l\farion did not get this warning and were 
raided. One small band of would-be 
looters, called upon Edrington as head 
of the local American Legion Post, to 
deliver to them several rifles belonging 
to members of the Post. Edrington :·e-
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fused, explaining that there was no am­
munition available for the guns. 

The Afternoon Battle 

On "Wednesday at 1:37 p. m. Col. Hun­
ter telephoned to Adjutant-General Blnck 
reporting the attack on the truck and the 
looting of three stores in Herrin. Col. 
Hunter also told the Sheriff's office about 
the stores being looted and was informed 
by a deputy sheriff that this was the 
1

office's first word of the occurrence. 
In the meantime the organized armed 

force of union miners, following the 
meeting in the cemetery near Herrin, 
had moved a couple of miles east and 
was ready to launch the attack on 
the strip mine. Attackers deployed oYer 
a front several hundred yards lonO' and 
put the mine under heavy fire at ~bout 
3:00 o'clock. At 3:15 Supt. ]\tfcDoYrell 
called the Greater l\farion Association's 
office and informed Col. Hunter that a 
ha ttle was on in full swing and that five 
hundred shots had been fired by both 
sides. J\icDowell said that the miners had 
marched up close to the mine an<l had 
gone under cover. l\fcDowell requested 
,Col. Hunter to inform the Sheriff of the 
battle. At the Sheriff's office Deputy 
Storm reported the Sheriff still absent. 

"I instructed Storm to call on all avail­
able deputies and proceed to the mine to 
disperse the mob and to remain there un­
til the Sheriff returned," says Col. Hun­
ter, who added that he asked Storm to 
get the Sheriff by telephone and tell him 
that he ought by all means to put in a 
request for troops. Storm's reply was 
that they "could handle the situation." 

Adjutant-General Black was told of the 
latest situation by telephone and his ad­
vice to Hunter was to "see that the 
Sheriff gets or-;. the job." Hunter got the 
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Sheriff's office on the wire again and was 
informed by 'vhoever answered the tele­
phone that Deputy St.orm was enroute 
with deputies to the mm~ .. That S~orm · 
or deputies went to the mme is ui~verified. 
A few minutes later Supt. l\lcDowell 
called from the mine to tell Col. Hunter 
that the mob had gotten bigger and to 
inquire if SheriIT Thaxton had been lo­
cated. Hunter told :McDowell that he 
had been informed by the Sheriff's office 
that the deputies were on the way to the 
mme. 

A Survivor's Story 
Engineman Tracy, in his account of 

how he saw the 'Vednesday afternoon 
battle start, gives his opinion that _the 
shots £red at his locomotive, at that time 
quite a distance from the mine, were the 
opening ones of the attack. Hardly had 
he reached camp before bullets began to 
rain in from a house and from nearby 
clumps of trees and embankments. 
1vfoDowell crrabbed a gun and gave Tracy 
one. He ~ounted a ridge and began 
shooting. . 

Under oath, Bernard Jones, a. mme 
guard, says he saw union scouts m ~he 
woods June ~0th, and that the_ followmg 
afternoon bullets began to whip up the 
earth near him. He and three compan­
ions mounted an elevation and made the 
attackers retreat to a white farm house 
five hundred yards distant. . . 

At 3:50 p. m. Assistant :Mme Super~n­
tendent John E. Shoemaker, brother-m­
law to 'V. J. Lester, telephoned that £re 
from the defenders had struck down. at 
least two union miners in the attackmg 
party. 1\1.cDo:vell. took the_ telephone 
again and mquired if the Shenff had been 
found and had made a request for troops. 
All Hunter could tell l\lcDowell was tl~at 
he was still trying to locate the Sheriff· 
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At 4:14 p. m., 1\vhen Col. Hunter got 
l'vfcDowcll on the wire and found the 
battle was still raging and no sheriff 
and no deputies could be found to inter­
vene, l\IcDowell put his cas~ in Hunter's 
hands and asked for advice. Imme­
diately Col. Hunter suggested that a truce 
be effected and outlined terms. l\IcDowell 
agreed and Hunter told him that he would 
act at once. 

The Truce 

While Col. Hunter was trying to locate 
union mine workers' officials relative to 
the truce, he got word from :Mr. l\fcLaren 
and C. F. Hamilton, business partner of 
Lester, that they had told Lester that the 
mine was under heavy £re and he said he 
would close it, and that he would try to 
get a telephone message through to 
l\1cDowell to this effect. :McDowell's 
agreement to accept a truce was put before 
Fox Hughes, Sub-District Vice-President 
and ranking U. l\·1. Vl. of A. official on 
the spot. Hunter asked Hughes if he 
thought he could get the attacking party 
-to agree to a truce on the terms as out­
lined to 1V1cDowell and Hughes replied 
that he thought this arrangement would 

' be agreeable to the union miners who were 
attacking. 

"I told Hughes I would instruct 
l\1cDowell to put up a white fl ag of truce 
when 'he saw the union miner officials 
approaching under their white flag of 
truce," Col. Hunters says. The Colonel 
then asserts that Hughes told him 
that he (Hughes) and Hugh 'Yillis and 
'Villiam G. Davis (the latter secretary 
and_ treasurer of the miners' union) -
these are three of the best known and most 
prominent U. l\I. vV. of A. officials in 
" 'illiamson Couilty-would go to the 
mine under their white flag of truce. 

Hunter immediately advised .i\IcDowell 
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that the U. l\1. "\V. of A. officials bad 
agrccrl. to the truce and were Jwa<led for 
the mine. H e then go t Hughes on the 
wire a,gain and told the latter of what he 
had just telephoned to l\JcDmYell. Hugh 
"\Yilli s. and Da,·is soon thereafter appeared 
at the mine under their fbg of truce and 
the firing stopped, they later reported to 
Hunter. l\IcDowell t elephoned to Hun­
ter that the flags of truce were flying and 
that gun-fire had ceased. 

A short time later, Hughes and "\Villis 
reached the office of State's Attorney 
Duty at l\Iarion, and called Hunter 
and his Aide, .Major R. W'. Davis, to 
Duty's office. Sheriff Thaxton was there. 
"Hughes and "\Villis announced to the 
meeting that both sides at the mines had 
flags up and there was no firing," says 
Colonel Hunter. 

The White Flag 

Engineman Tracy's version of how the 
truce was established and firing brought 
to an end late "\Yednesday afternoon is 
substantially as follows: he stayed on the 
elevated point using his rifle until Superin­
tendent l\IcDowell went up to him and 
said to him, "The Union President is 
there and I am going to have a conference 
to stop the firing." Tracy did cease 
shooting and says that "A. P. Finley, 
the time keeper, got out a white sheet and 
sent it by a man named Jones to Tracy, 
who hung it up on the \Yires ." Tracy esti­
mates he was shot at about fifty times 
while he was hanging the sheet up, but 
that this firing died a\vny and he crawled 
down and out of danger. 

Tracy makes this peculiar comment, 
"then it developed the miners' president 
had not appeared after all," and he adds 
that there was sniping all through the 
night. He said he could hear the attack-
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ers <lrill111g in the field surrounding the 
mine and that tl1e commands "squads 
right" and "squads left" came clearly to 
his ears. 

The Terms 

At the ·Wednesday evening meeting in 
State's Attorney Duty's office, where Col. 
Hunter :md l\Iaj. Davis went in response 
to a telephone call from Fox Hughes and 
Hugh "\Yillis, Sheriff T'haxton also being 
present, Col. Hunter says he repeated the 
statement that responsible business men 
of l\1arion who bad talked over long dis­
tance t elephone to the owner of the strip 
mine, had given him (Col. Hunter) posi­
tive and reliable assurance that the mine 
would be abandoned and closed so long as 
the U. l\L Vv. of A. strike lasted. The 
Colonel asserts tlmt there was a clear 
understanding of all the terms of the 
truce , which both sides had accepted . 
The Colonel says these terms were under­
stood by everybody at this meeting to be 
as follows: 

(1) Both sides to hoist flags of truce 
and cease firing. 

(2) The men in the strip mine to be 
afforded protection in getting out of the 
County and that the mine property be 
not damaged. 

(3) The mine to be closed fur the 
duration of the U. l\L W. of A. strike. 

Hughes and "\Yillis left the conference . 
Turning to Sheriff Thaxton, Col. Hunter 
asked him point blank if he felt sure 
he could hold up his end of the truce 
agreement and the Sheriff then stated that 
he had "deputies at the mine ,,-ho could 
handle the situation, and that he felt cer­
tain the truce would be observed and the 
trouble ended." 
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shouted fhey would take us on a train 
and let us go !Jack home." 

Prisoners Throw Up Hands 

Tracy says that all rifles were laid down. 
and she.lls put between cars and that all 
the prisoners put their hands over their 
he3:ds an? walked out into the open. 
This was m accordance with instructions 
given by the attacking miners and repeat­
ed by J\1cDowell and Shoemaker, as an 
order to the strip miners, Tracy avers. 
~he a.ttackers came hurrying up from all 
directions, some of them firing their guns. 
They yelled in exultation. 

"A man who acted like a leade,r shouted 
at them to quit firing at us," Tracy goes 
on. "He was a little heavv set fellow 
about forty orf orty-five years Vold, weighed 
about 170 pounds, dark complected 
and dressed in a dark suit. He ·waved a 
big automatic pistol and yelled 'Now you 
ougl;.t to use judgment, there is no use 
gettmg excited or starting any trouble 
w?atever. I am a leader of this bunch. 
Listen to me and we will take them down 
the road.' 

"A mob yelled him down and some of 
them told him if he didn't shut up they 
would shoot him. They said they were 
going to kill the whole bunch." 

The march smacked very much of mili­
tary discipline, and although there were at 
least 3 ,000 men mostly armed in the crowd 
around the prisoners, those in charO'e 
were able to secure obedience to thcir 
orders. 

Tracy describes how ill treatment of the 
prisoners was kept up as they marched 
along ~ut the violence was not desperate 
except m the case of .l\IcDowcll. He was 
made an immediate tarO'et for blows 
which were not long in brin<ring about 
his death. 
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Joncs's Story 

Another account of the surrender and 
start of the march from the mine is gi,·en 
under oath by Bernard Jones, the mine 
guard 'iVho was quoted above. Jones says 
of the Thursday morning events: 

"The white sheet (the flag of truce on 
the wires) was taken down because the 
mob yelled 'Take that damned fiag down.' 
Vve knew there \Yould be a battle." 

The prisoners felt they were in a trap 
and some of them were panic stricken, 
Jones asserts. :McDowell said "Some­
body ought to go talk to the attackers." 
Jones says that he went out with an apron 
tied to a broom and told the victors that 
the strip mine workers were ready to sur­
render provided they were given the assur­
ance of being allowed to walk out unmo­
lested. ,Jones says he called out, "I want 
to talk to you" and that a leader answered. 
Jones describes this leader as being 24 or 
25 years old, weight 160, 5 feet 9, with 
sharp, freckled face, light haired and tot­
ing a rifle. This leader, Jones asserts, 
agreed to the proposition of letting them 
out unmolested provided "you come out 
unarmed, with your hands up in the air." 

:J\foDowell overheard this promise, says 
Jones, with the result that "we were all 
formed in line, hands up, and walked west 
on the railroad tracks 150 yards to 'vhere 
the union men were congregated. The 
prisoners were covered with rifles and 
pistols by their captors who rushed up 
close and searched them for weapons." 

Jones estimated that there were 3,000 
armed men in the crowd to which they sur­
rendered. He said the victors began slap­
ping the prisoners who were marched two 
abreast down tJ.1e railway tracks. A.bout 
200 yards had been covered when the 
prisoners were told to take their hands 
down and their hats off. l.YicDowell was 
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struck and kicked. 'When the prisoners 
'"ere forced to go on a trot 1\IcDowell 
was unable to keep up because of his peg 
leg and he fell two or three times. The 
treatment of l\IcDowell soon became so 
brutal tl~at he could go no further. 

The :Murder of :McDowell 
Tracy describes the killing of .l\IcDowell 

in more detail. The procession ha<l got­
ten to a place called Crenshaw Crossing 
and the prisoners were being beaten pretty 
generally when a new leader appeared, 
and \Tas hailed as "Tom" or "Bill." 
Tracy describes him thus: "A big fellow, 
50, stout, weight 190, 5 feet 10, with a 
week's growth of beard, rawboned, dress­
ed roughly, wearing blue overalls and felt 
hat." This leader singled out 1\IcDowell 
and said to the latter that he had put 
Howat in jail in Kansas but would never 
put anybody else in jail. 

This leader began beating :McDowell 
over the head with a .45 caliber automatic 
pistol and kept it up for about ~00 yards 
when he took l\IcDmvell out of line and 
knocked him down with a heavy blow on 
the side of the head. Tracy said he saw 
some six or eight women, some of them 
carrying babies in their arms, kick 
:McDowell. Tracy did not see this par­
ticular leader any more. The captives 
were nearing the place where the ghastly 
job was to be done and the leaders, se­
lected for this work, began to spread their 
instructions to the armed strikers, as the 
following versions of survivors show : 

Halt to the march was called, says 
Jones, by "a gray haired man, weight 190 
to 195, aged c15 or 50, so gray he was 
wh~te, stubby mustache, in overalls, wav­
ing a .-15 c~liber Colt who shouted : 'I 
want to shoot all the * * *' " 

Jones says the reply made to this gray 
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haired m<in \Vas ""'e will take care of 
them \Yl1en we get to Herrin." The 
march was continued about a. quarter of 
a p1ilc further up the road when a.nother 
fellow stepped in and made a speech, 
Jones says, about wh::tt should be done 
"to us on account of his beloved union 
brothers being bumped off the day before 
or being killed." Under oath Jones de­
clares: "The speaker said 'Boys I \'1ill 
show you what to do with them.' " 

This speaker is described by .Tones as 
5 feet 9 or 10 inches, weight 190, dark 
hair, dark complexion, dressed in dark 
clothes and carrying a revolver. One 
young fellow in the crowd shouted to 
the speaker "Listen, buddy, don't rush 
things, don't go too fast." 

To this the new leader replied: "To 
Hell. You don't know nothing, you have 
been here only a day or so, I have been here 
for years, I have lost my sleep 4 or 5 
nights watching those scabs and I am go­
ing to see them taken care of.'' 

But the march was continued until the 
procession drew very close to the power 
plant where a halt again was called. Jones 
describes how, at this point there came 
up from thereat a "heavy built man, dark 
complexion, dark haired, wearing a Fe­
dora hat," who talked to the miners at 
the head of the line and asked who had 
operated the machine gun. This ques­
tion was put to the prisoners, who said 
they didn't know. 

Tracy remarks that it was at this point 
a man "who all the strip miners said was 
an officer of the :Miners' Local appeared 
in an automobile, drew the mob leader 
aside and after talking to him pointed to 
the woods." 

The :Massacre 
Tracy says this man in the automobile 

then drove away while the leader led the 
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column into the woods and cv.i1m::111cled 
that "every fellow that has got a rifle 
come fonrn.nl; you fellows that ain't got 
no rifles stay back." Tracy estimated 
that about 500 men, carr~·ing pistols, 
rifles, shot guns, and nll kinds of weapons 
follmYed the prisoners into the woods. 
The leader lined the strip miners up at a 
barbed wire fence and shouted "when I 
give the command every fellow fire." 

At this order there was a rush among 
the armed men to get close up in front. 
Tracy says he could "hear t11e guns cock 
as they pulled up." Then came the order 
to run. Tracy ducked under the fence 
and fled at top speed, turning only to look 
back and see men fall while their pursuers 
reloaded and shot into them again . 

Jones remembers someone saying, just 
before the massacre took place: 

"Listen men, I want to talk to you. 
""I've can't take these men to Herrin but it 
will be all right to take them out into the 
woods and field and start them on the 
run and then all of you can get a shot at 
them." 

This plan prevailed. After a while, 
Jones says, the order to fire came from the 
"leader and the rest of them, all of them." 
Jones heard them shout "come on you and 
start to run for that fence and field." 
It is Jones' opinion that several shots 
were fired before anybody started to run. 

Fron1 Eye Witnesses 

Two St. Louis Globe-Denwcrat rep::n-ters 
seated in an automobile pulled up at 
the edge of a road, saw the cavalcade pass. 
They wrote as follows: "The advanced 
guard rattling by in scores of flivvers had 
screeched the news '\Ve got 'em. They're 
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coming.' And they came, the limping 
mine superin tendent blinking and trying 
to ward off further blows." Others were 
about as much battered . 

A semi-official account of what hap­
pened after the prisoners had passed a 
point where the two newspaper men saw 
them is as follows: 

The Slaughter at the Fence 

The first desperate violence to the prison­
ers came after fresh bands of men from 
Zeigler and other points had joined the 
mob marching the prisoners toward Her­
rm. 

Approaching the power plant, a young 
chap, about five feet seven tall, to whom 
recognition was given as leader, halted the 
prisoners and their escorts. He gave 
orders for the column to move to the right 
which would take the prisoners off the 
road and put them into the woods back 
of the pov;er house. 

At a point immediately in the rear of 
the power house and not more than ~50 
feet distant from it, the prisoners were 
halted about twenty feet from a four­
strand barbed ·wire fence. The prisoners, 
46 or 47 of them, were lined up as targets. 
The 500 armed men were arranged in 
two squads, forming a shallow "V" or 
semi-circle. This boxed the prisoners in 
and gave them no opportunity to get 
U\Yay from the gun-fire except through the 
barbed wire. The command was gi\·en, 
and the <lead and wounded began to drop 
and a "rabbit" hunt with men as the 
game ensued . l\Iany who got through 
the wire were killed and others wounded. 
Some of the wounded were mutilated after 
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they had been brought down to earth by 
bullets. 

Reporter Sees :Mutilated Victims 

The first newspaper man to arrive on 
the scene , in the woods, J.E. Hendricks, 
of the St. Law·s Post-Dispatch had been 
held up an hour in Herrin by a cro.wd 
which had told him that what was gomg 
on " ·as the town's own business and 'vas 
nothing for the newspapers . Finally he 
got free enough to follow a crowd stream­
in er from H errin to a woods on the edge of 

b 

town. Arriving at the scene of the 
massacre, he saw several of the prisoners 
with throats cut and one man hanging 
to a tree. At another point where it ap­
peared at least six men had been taken 
into a cemetery, and three killed and three 
wounded, their clothing showed they had 
been drao·o·ed over the ground, after hav-

bb f . 
ino· been tied with rope. In the ar d1s-
ta~ce men could be seen running, pursued 
by little groups of other men, much as 
rabbits running from hounds. 

Another account, given by a man who 
went unarmed with the mob, says: 

"I saw one man shot with a shot gun 
which tore a hole in him where you could 
see his heart and it was shot half in two. 
One fellow begged me to help him. I 
told him if I saw anyone looking for him 
I wouldn't show them where he was, but 
that ·was all I could <lo for him. H e just 
begged me not to shoot him. H e said 
the other man told five of them that they 
would turn them loose if they could run 
through fire and they said they would . 
The other four were killed and he was 
shot twice, but not bad." 
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Stories of Slaughter 

The Associated Press correspondent 
whose accoun ls of the massacre atrocities 
made the nation shudder with horror and 
caused Congressman D ennison to attempt 
denial on the fl oor of the House, under­
went gun-fire and more than once ri sked 
his life to witness the concluding phases 
of the massacre . This man is a veteran 
reporter from the Chicago office of the 
Associated Press . 

Arriving in l\farion at 8 o'clock on the 
morning of the butchery he was rushed by 
automobile to the mine where he saw Col. 
Hunter and others making futile effort to 
check the work of the :firebugs and looters . 
He was told that the strip miners had 
surrendered and hearing gunfire coming · 
from the direction they had taken, he 
jumped back in his auto and went in pur­
suit of the marchers . This was just about 
the moment when the shooting at the 
barbed wire was taking place. 

Some ten minutes drive from the mine, 
the hired chauffeur refused to go further 
because a crowd of armed men could be 
seen on a knoll near the road. The 
A. P. man proceeded on foot. He found 
several jeering six of the victims , three 
of whom yet exhibited signs of life. All 
had ropes around their necks. He heard 
one of the wounded men beg piteously for 
a drink of water . At this, he hurried to 
a house 100 yards distant, picked up a 
small pail partly filled with water and 
ran back toward the spot. 

He was stopped by a large man of the 
mountaineer t ype who pulled a pistol 
from his holster and commanded "keep 
back there, don't come around these fel­
lows." Others in the crow<l drew pistols 
and menaced him. The leader was of 
distinctive appearance, weight about '200, 
age about 45, height six feet two, raw-
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boned, much sunburned, light hair, a 
clearly Arneric:rn type. He 'Yore fa<led 
blue overalls and shirt and spoke slowly, 
but wilhout a Southern drawl. The brim 
of his black slouch hat was covered with 
dust, as though he had been with the 
marchers from the start. 

Two of the three wounded men con­
tinued to plead for water. "Give me a 
drink before I die," said one of them. 
At this a comely woman of 2-1 years ap­
parelled neatly in a light flo\vered cloth 
dress and carrying an infant of a year in 
her arms, put her foot on the body of the 
suppliant and exclaimed: "I'll see you in 
hell before you get any water." 

The l\1an Hunt 

The Associated Press correspondent 
was then ordered to "move along." As 
he neared the woodland massacre scene 
he saw three men jump from hiding places 
about 100 yards distant and run for their 
lives. Some 200 yards from the running 
men there appeared a group of pursuers 
who fired as they leaped forward. Ten 
seconds later another band began shoot­
ing at the fleeing prisoners. The Asso­
ciated Press man '.Vas caught in a cross 
fire with bullets whizzing past him from 
two points. As he raced for safety he 
turned to see one of the three prisoners 
fall. '\That happened further to the fallen 
man or his companions the Associated 
Press man could not see . 

Getting into the woods where the 
butchery had reached its height, the 
Associated Press correspondent came up­
on a man strung up to the stub of a broken 
tree limb. Lying on the ground a few 
feet distant were two other men, each 
with a rope around his neck. It did not 
appear they had been hanged but both 
were dead of bullet wounds. 
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The woods were swarminrr with men 
armed wi~h pistols and shot ~uns. Two 
men ~arned sawed ofr riot guns. The 
As~ocmted Press correspondent, at a 
pomt about 100 yards distant frorn the 
hanged man, stopped beside a wounded 
:nan 'lvbo w~:s writhing in agony and ask­
mg for a drmk: "I wish I was dead" he 
muttered. A half dozen times he said 
this. 

Pleas for lVIercy Bring Kicks 

. Instead of exciting pity, the man's dy­
mg words seemed to make the men stand­
ing a!'otmd hi.m angr~er than before. They 
cursed and kicked him. Apparently irri­
tated beyond control, a man of foreign 
type, stockily built, about five feet seven 
in h~ight, with high cheek bones, a long 
flowmg mustache and chin that came to a 
sl~arp point opened a pocket knife and 
with tbe exclamation, "I'll make you 
dead" plunged the blade into the helpless 
prisoner's throat. 

Although it was thou o·ht for a time that 
six of the prisoners had been cut out of 
line and tied together and then shot down 
before the procession reached the power 
house woods, the best account of this 

' incident now has it that the six were 
straggle,rs who had gotten through the 
barb wire and were rounded up, roped 
together and marched through the H errin 
Cemetery, then marched back out of 
Herrin and told to run. Gun fire brourrht 
one of t!1em. down, and he pulled the 
others off their feet. Their pursuers then 
rushed up close and fired into them at a 
distance of four or fiye feet. 
On~ of these men, Howard Hoffman, of 

Huntmgton, Indiana, lived Ion()' enouO'h 
to reach the hospital where he i; credit~d 
with t elling Doctor Black and the nurse 
t~at his throat was cut and men jumped on 
him after he was down. Another one of 



these men told the doctor or nmse at the 
Herrin Hospital ho\V, aJter he had fallen, 
one of the men stretched his head back as 
far as possible so that another might eas ily 
cut his throat. This man died \Yilhout 
his name being learned and he was buried 
with the other unidentified dead in the 
Potters Field at Herrin. 

At the M orgue 

On the street in front of the morgue in 
Herrin, the follO\Ying day, the Associated 
Press man, encountered the mountaineer­
like man who had held him back from giv­
ing a drink to the wounded man on the 
knoll. Asked when the inquest would be 
held, the big man replied: "There don't 
need to be any inquest, everybody knows 
they're dead." The dead were first piled 
in a heap in a corner in the morgue. 
Later the clothing was removed from all 
the bodies and they were laid in a row 
and thus exposed wholly to view. Lines 
of men, women, boys and girls filed 
through the morgue and joked at the 
sight. Later some portions of the bodies 
were covered. Here and there was a 
body so filled with small shot that scarce 
a half inch square surface of the skin had 
escaped. 

The visitors did not hesitate to gloat 
over the "fine" work the mob had done. 
One woman leading a little boy, exclaimed 
as she directed his attention to the lifeless 
bodies: "Take a look at what your papa 
did, kid." 

Edward ~filler, 15-±5 North Clark St., 
Chicago, told · a St. Law's Post-Dispatch 
reporter that he and another of the strip 
mine men escaped wounded into a barn 
\vhere they were located by man hunters 
who fired bullets into both of them, kill­
ing l\liller's companion. 

Robert l\lcLennon, Jr., of 525 N. La 
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Salle St., Chicago, told the same reporter 
that the cool-headed miners \Yho \\·ere 
escorting the pri soners 'Yere outnumbered 
from the start by miners who wanted to 
kill. The leaders counseled again st Yio­
lence until the woods were reached, said 
:JUeLennon. 

Fred Bernard of Chicago, escaped by 
turning left \Yhen, 3S he says, the lender 
of the mob gave the command to "turn 
right." He was fired upon and fell un­
hurt. Pursuers ran up to him. He told 
them he had a union card in his pocket. 
He finally proved he wn,s an Elk and was 
given assistance in escaping. 

Sherman Holman, one of the wounded 
survivors, declares he fell wounded along 
side Assistant Superintendent John E. 
Shoemaker and describes how pursuers 
came up and remarked "the * * * is 
still breathing, anybody got a sheJJ ?" 
and that Shoemaker was then shot 
through the head. 

The Coroner's Jury 

At the inquest held by Coroner l\1cCown 
in Herrin on Sunday, June 25th, over the 
bodies of 21 victims of the massacre, no 
effort was made to establish the iden t ity 
of any of the men who killed the unarmed 
prisoners. "Parties unknO\vn" <lid the 
killing according to the verdict. 

The Verdict 

About twenty-five witnesses 'vere exam­
ined by the jury and the following verdict 
was returned: 

"In the matter of inquisition oycr the 
bodies of deceased held at Herrin, Illi­
nois, on the 25th day of June A. D. 
1922, we, the undersigned jurors, find 
that they came to their deaths by gu n 
shot wounds by the hands of parties 
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unknown on the 22nd day of J unc A. D. 
1922. 

""'c, the undersigned jurors, find from 
the evidence that the deaths of decedents 
were due to the act, direct and indirect, 
of the· officials of the Southern Illinois 
Coal Company. \Ye recommend that an 
investigation be conducted for the 
purpose of fixin g the blame personally 
on the individuals responsible." 

The record also says that o:;-ie man was 
burned with a hot iron; that a hot iron 
was used to mutilate the dead. It was 
also stated this was true by Editor Dro­
beck who described how the word "scab" 
was branded on Supt. ~kDowell's body. 

Proof of a Plot 

That the massacre was the result of an 
organized movement is the conclusion 
drawn from the following statements: 

It was a seemingly well organized, 
remarkably sober, determined, resolute 
aggregation of men and boys fighting, as 
they put it in their own words "to pre­
serve the unions," 

is the declaration of Colonel Hunter. 

·writing in the TVilliamson County 
}.finer, the publication owned by the 
U. ~I. \V. of A. men in this field, Editor 
Drobeck as an eye witness, says: 

At daybreak the 3,000 armed citizens 
(surrounding the mine) realizing that the 
future peace of their county was ~t stake, 
formed what has been t erm ed by many, 
one of the neatest columns of troops ever 
seen in the vicinity, worked their way 
into the stronghold of the outla\YS and 
captured those that remained alive. 
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Several of those that were taken from the 
pit alive were taken to the woods near 
Herrin, where later they were found dead 
and dying. There '"ere no riots, merely 
the citizens of the county acting in the 
only way lef t them for the safety of their 
homes . The faces of the men '"ho " ·ere 
killed in the di sturbance are horrible 
sights. Uncouth, as all crooks must be 
at the beginning, they were doubly un­
attractive as seen after justice had 
triumphed and the county had again re­
sumed its normal peace-time behavior. 

Editor Sims in the Christopher Progress 
says: 

The whole of Williamson and Franklin 
counties was in turmoil until late Th11rs­
day and on 'Vednesday afternoon the 
miners in Zeigler an<l 'Vest Fraakfort 
were canvassing the business districts 
and hom es for arms and ammunition, 
and we doubt whether there was much of 
either one left in their towns after the 
cars had left for the scene on \Vednesday 
even mg. 

'Ve have talked to several who were 
near the scene of rioting and many have 
reported to us that no city in the com­
munity showed their colors so much as 
the city of Zeigler which is located in 
Franklin County. At least three hundred 
strong men journeyed in cars from 
Zeigler on 'Vednesday evening and al­
most every car was loaded with men, 
guns and ammunition. 

~1ore than a month after the massacre 
scarcely a visible effort has been made to 
discover or punish perpetrators of the 
crime. The press of the. country united 
in condemning the ghastly outrage and 
demanded action but none has been taken. 
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State and locaJ officials have taken the 
position that it would be impossible to fix 
the responsibility because Unionism con­
trolled "'illiamson County . In the mean­
time the bodies of the uni den lified dead 
have been buried in Potters Field. 

Shall the assassins of innocent American 
citizens go unpunished? 

It cannot be possible that Illinois will 
not take further official cogniza nee of these 
infamous acts, as the first and last tribunal 
of the country, our American citizenship, 
will demand that la\dessness, murder and 
massacre are not and never shall be per­
mitted to undermine the security of not 
only the nation's industries, but the very 
Jives and homes of our people . 



June 25 , 19 24 . 

Mr. Harry Fi shwi ck , 
Acting Pres G Dist o 12, U. M.W. of A. 
Mine Workers Bldg. 
Springfield, Ill . 

My dear Mr. Fishwick: 

I am today making fir-a l financi a l report of 
the personal injury claims arising out of the .Herrin riot • 
I have a balance of ~~ 350. 00 remaining in the f und, I a.m 
enclosing my check made payable to you as acting £resident 
of District 12 for this amount. 

As I understand it, the Interna tional Union 
has loaned District 12 the sun1 of .;?108, 975.00. 

I am sending copy of my final report to Mr. 
Farrington, also copy to Mr. A. w. Kerr. 

EF.JI-LW. 
Encl. 

Yours truly, 



L EGA L D E PARTM E NT 
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'\:-\ At Fr L I A .... E D W I T H 

\ A . F . o.- L . 

EARL E . HOUCK 

i 
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M ER CH ANTS BANK BLDG. 

Indianapolis , Ind iana 
June 25, 19 240 

Mr. John L. Lewis, President 
United Mine Workers of America, 
1114 Merchants Bank Bldg. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

My dear Mr. Lewis: 

Enclosed I am submitting final financial 
report of settlements of all the personal injury claims 
arising out of the Herrin riot of June 22t 1922. 

,......~_,..~ ....... . ,.~ .... ~ 

I have worked in conjunction with Mr. A. 
W. Kerr, chief counsel of District 12. We have had 
numerous conferences with plaintiffs and attorneys for 
plaintiffs. Releases have been taken in all of these 
cases in duplicate, one set is in the hands of Mr. Kerr 
nnd one set on file in my office. The cancelled checks 
are on file in my office., 

I am pleased to advise that the statute 
of limitation expired June 22nd of this year, therefore 
if there are any other claims they are outlawed. 

The money to settle these claims has been 
advanced by Secretary Green for the International to 
District 12. There is a balance of ~350e00 on deposit 
but I have today mailed a check for this amount to 
Harry Fishwick. acting President of District 12. 

EEH-LW. 
Encls. 

Yours truly, 

Letter sent to Mr. 
&~~~ · / 

William Green ~ 
Mr. Frank F~rrington 
Mr. A. w. Kerr. 



1114 I:l0rchants B ank Bldg.~ 
J1tne 30, 19 24. 

-
Mr .. Earl E. Houck, 
Oi'l'i ce . 

De~ Mr. Houcki 

I .. a_cknowledge receipt of ycn_u ... note of June 
25th, srJ.!llo baing fina l report of set·tlements o:t" all 
per·sonu.1 i n jm"y cl a i ms arifl :Lng out of the He1"ri :n. PJ.ot 
of JUL'10 22, 1922. I have read 1 t with inte-Y•esF~-

Please e.ccept my congratulat i ons tor t he 
snlend1d Be:cvice you have :ciende1•ed our O!'gani.za ti on in. these matters. 

. Vei"'y tri1ly your e, 

Preaidento 

co 

' 
/ 
! 
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Tho fil ing timo as shown In tho dale lino on lull rato tol ograms an d day lctt ors, and tho limo of receipt at destination as uho n on all momgos , Is STANDARD TIME. 

R . d is N M 'd' s ' _J· r I d ALW AYS ece1ve at . eri ran t., · ·"11anapo is, n . o PEN 1924 JL''. · -
'IV / / 

AB524 106 l/iO 

.SP R I NGF IELD. I LL 11 - 300P 

JOHN L LEWIS 
J I ;)5 

. PRESIDENT .UNI TED MINE WORKER S OF AMER lCA MERCHANTS BANK BLDG 

I ND I ANAPOL.1 S . l ND 

·IN THE ABSENCE OF . PRESIDENT.FARRINGTON· I RECEJVED . JOINT .. LETTER OF . 

MESSRS HOUCK AND KERR .ADVISI NG.PAYMENTS OF WHAT .. THEY. THINK ARE THE 

· LAST OF . HERRIN . PERS ONAL. Jl~J UR Y . CA SES .. I APPROVE OF .TH£ TENT AT J. VE 

SETTLEMENT MADE BY THEM AND SUGGEST .THAT .. IT .BE. HANDLED .. IN . THE . SAME . . . 

WAY THAT .. THE OTHERS WERE BY THE. INTERNATlONAL ADVANCING TlliE MONE~ AT. 

TH IS T LME MAKE CH ECK. PAYABLE TO ME. AND MA IL SAW1£. I MMEO I ATELY 

The fili ng time as shown in tho date line on full rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, Is STANDARD TIME. 

R ..:ived at 18 N. Meridian St., J ..... dianapolis, Ind. A~~~~s 

P,:1 3 

As 524 SHEET 2/36 
· 1924· JUi\ . I I p;,1 3 L~ -· . 

To ME. HERE. AND · I WILL . IN TURN ENDORS£ . . IT.AS .PRES IDENT.FARRINGTON 

HAS WITH THE OTHERS . I AM LEAVING HERE. FRIDAY EVENING; I 

UNDERSTAND MESSRS. HOUCK AND KERR ARE TO MEET . PARTIES , IN Cf11CAGO 

SATURDAY 

. HAR RY F I S HW I CK • ; 

~ . 

• 

.(; 



Send t he following messa~e, subject to the te rms 
· on back h ereof, which arc hereby agr ·-t to 

.. 

I ndlnnnpolis , Incli ~ , 
,Tuno 11, .1. \-124 e 

! i nrr;r F'lo: ~r;l ck , V:tc e PresJdcnt/) 
D:i.str>ict 12, U. ;.: o"'o of A c 9 
I l l lno :l 3 ;~ ine , .. o P::cI' D B1c~[" ~ tJ 

Sprincficld 9 Il linois • 

. ~'.'ire J:>o co:t v0d .: Have nu tl10Pi z 0d payment o f umount su r;c,c s t ed 
unc1 o.cljus t:'.:on 'c 0:1 1;o..n:i s P o co:-1;-_·onclod b:r n ttCJrnoy s o L r . llm1Ck 
g ill arrnnGe detai ls • 

• J oh:n Ii c Lewis .. 



FINAL REPORT OF EARL E. HOUCK ON SETTLEMENT 
OF CERTAI N CLAIMS IN HERRIN ,ILLINOIS,LITIGATION. 

September 19, 1923, Deposited in the Chicago 
Trust Company, Chicago, Illinois, check endorsed 
to me by Fr ank Farrington, President District 12, 
for settlement of personal injury claims arising 
out of Herrin matter $100,000.00. 

Claims settle d on September 20. _19 23. 
Amount given l...lr. McKier- Total Amt. 
to Cla i mant 

George Hall, Admr. Esta te of Geo. 
Hall, Jr. and Geo. W. Walkup, Jr. 
Eric Miller 

nan's .Pee of Cla i m 
·~~~~~~~~~~-=-~_:_...=--

Robert c. McLennan 
Joe Sodter 
Frank N. Fuller 
Frank Schmidt 
John Rogers 
Mary Kearney, Conservatrix, Est. 
of Thoma s Fleming 
Mike Milosh 
George w. Gosman, Admr .. ~state 
of Horatio Gosman 
Myrtle Ritcher; Admini s tratrix 
Estate of Hobert Marsh 
May hl. Chiappetta, ~xecutrix 
Estate of SicL"ley Morrison 
William Cairns 
Patrick Joseph 0 1 Rourke 
Will J. 0 1 Rourke 
Robert 1'racy 
Richard Wesch 
Andrew .l:Uber 
Ed .J:{ose 
John Pittman 
Harry T. Springer 
Odis Lawrence 
Allen P. Findlay 
c. o. Anderson 
.David tJ. Miller, Admr. Estate o:f 
Arthur .i; • .Miller 
J. u. MoKiernan, Attorney 
J. O. McKiernan, Attorney 
Check ~o. 28 made payable to 
Fred Gooper and William Walls, 
Investigators to be used in 
attempt to settle the case of 
Green v. Southern lllinois Uoal 
Co. for ~2,000.00 was returned 

2,000oOO 
7,500000 
4,500 . 00 

750.00 
750.00 

2,625.00 
750.00 

3,000.00 
281.25 

3,ooo.oo 

2,000.00 

6,750.00 
6,625.00 
9,000.00 

·750.00 
750.00 
375 .. 00 
281.25 

9,ooo.oo 
562. 50 

5,625.00 
375.00 

3,750.00 
750.00 

2,000.00 
24,250.00 
1,000.00 

98,000.00 

-1-

1,000.00 3,000.00 
2.500.00 10,000.00 
1.500.00 6,000.00 

250.00 i,000.00 
250.00 1,000.00 
875.00 3,500.00 
250.00 1,000.00 

1,000.00 4,000.00 
9Z.75 375.00 

1,000.00 4,ooo.oo 

1,000.00 3,000.00 

2,250.00 9,000.00 
1,875.00 rl,500.00 
3,000~00 1~ 000.00 

250.00 1,000.00 
250.00 1,000.00 
125.00 500.00 

93.75 375.00 
3,000.00 12,000.00 

187.50 750.00 
. 1,875.00 7,500.00 

125.00 500.00 
1,250.00 5,000.00 

260.00 1,000.00 

1,000.00 3,000.00 

98,000.00 
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balance on Deposit 

November 14, 1923, Check endorse d to me 
by Frank Farrington, President District 12, 
deposited in Uhicago Trust Co. 

Claims settled on November 14,1923. 

James Cummings 
..t:Sernard J. Jones 
Charles Patterson 
Maurice T. Delaney 
John Jordan 
Anton Heipel 
Sherman !iolman 

$200~00 
.wo.oo 
500000 
400.00 

1,000.00 
400 .. 00 

1,500000 
4,500. 00 

Balance on Deposit 

April 10, 1924. Gheck endorsed to me by 
.fi'rank Farrington, President Di strict 12, 
deposited in Uhicago Trust Go. 

Claims settled on April 10,1924. 

April 9, 1924. R. J. Solfisburg, Atty. 
for attorney fees in the case of Edw. 
Green v. Southern Illinois Coal Company 
filed in the Circuit Court of Williams on 
~ounty, Illinois 

Edward Green in :full settlement of 
claim 

Ernest Renaud and c. D. Jones, his 
&.ttorney 

n 

$325.00 

650.00 

1,500.00 

$2,000.00 

4,500.00 
6,500.00 

4,500.00 

2,000.00 

475.00 
2,475.00 

2,475.00_ 



,. 

June 14, 1924: . Check endorsed to me by 
Harry Fishwick ac t i ng President of District 
12, depo sited in Chicago Trust Co. $4,000.00 

Cla1ms settled Juno 14, 1924. 

John Miller 
Thomas J. McDonald 
Edward L. Coll ins 
Earl .Mankins 
C. E. Boyd 

~1,500.00 
150.00 
750.00 
750.00 
500.00 

Balance on deposit. 

REC1i PITUL.ATION. 

September 19, 1923, Check endorsed by Frank 
Farrington, Pres. Dis trict 12 

November 14, 1923, Check endorse d by Frari..k 
Farrington, Pres. District 12 

April 10, 1924, Check endorsed by Frank 
Farrington , Pre s . District 12 

3,650. 00 
;j/)350.00 

June 14, 1924, Check endorsed by Harry Fishwick, 
acting President J)istrict 12 

$100,000.00 

4,500.00 

475.00 

4,000.00 
$108,975 . 00 

Total a.mom1t claims settled 
Sept. 20, 1923, including 
attorney fee s 
Total amount claims set tled 
No~. 14, 1923, including 
attorney fees 
Tot a l amount cla ims settled 
on April 10, 1924 , i ncluding 
attorney fees 
Total amount cla ims settled 
on Jm1e 14 , 1924. including 
attorney fees · 

$98, 000.00 

4,500.00 

2,475.00 

3,650.00 

Balance on Dui:i v sit 
June 25 , 1924 . Cheak mailed 
to Harry Fi shwick , acting 
President Distriat 12 

-3-

$108,625.00 

Z50.00 

350.00 
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1114 ::er chnnts ~arl:: :ndg., 
October 12 , l <J .' ,2a 

I.lr,. Hober t .Y o t~ cocl:, 
Soc., 0 Di s t 1::18 t U. ~ ; . '.'; • of 
Cnlsnr ·:l. Alberta .. 

Donr 3ir nnd Brother: 

This will reply to yom.' 1 ottor , of Se1)tembor 

30th v1hioh I nr-:i forward i ng to Ur,. 17illium 3ncccl, 

pro s :i.clont Sub-District {10~ in wh5.ch Ilerrin 0 r:iJ.lla~;i:::i on 

County, Illin ois , is locutedQ ;.:ro Sneed vl'.iJ.1 doubtlea s 

comnnmicn.te \';ith you on t;he mutt er if he is int0re ~; tcd 

therein. I t hfl n'!.c ~rou :for brinr,ing tho nnt t or to r:...:y 

attention. 

Ver y t :ruly yours• 

cc 



1114 1.ierchrmts lbruc 3 1dP.o, 
October 12, 19224 

!.!re 1.7mo J. ~~noe·~, Jr., t , 

l1:res. Sub-Di :.t. 10, DiDto ; l2~ U.,;.J.. r7 . of Ao, 
Herrin, Illinois. 

:Dear Sir nnd Brother: 

I am onclo::iing here-i1i th copy of lot tor :ce-

coiver1 f:r.om Robe rt l'encock; '.:;ecre t n:.cy-T:cousurer of 

If :',iOll 

are interested~~ in the mn ttor rlenoe coi11':lu.!1icnte Yli th. 

Ur .. Peacock direct., 

~ith personnl·rosnrda, I am, 

Ve-rJr trnly ~rours, 

President. 

co 



Sec1 .. et Pact 
witf1 Herrin 

"r1 fi1in~rs, Told . 
~,'-~~W,12~ 

W. J . Lester, P!'es idcnt ot tbo 
Sout11crn Illinois Coal company at Her· , 
rin, had obtained secret permission I 
from t he officials c f ti10 cc:i.I miners' 
union iu Wllliaruson county to take 1 

• I 

coal out of h is strip mine last June, ' 
according to t estimony dc\·cJo ped yes­
terday at the hearing be fore Daniel 
J . May of the state ind t~strial commis-

1 sion. 
Edwa rd J. H:-.rgro.vc cf the H::u1;raYe 

Detec tive agency, who furnished 
guards for the mine. t estified that C. 
K. McDowell, superintendent o! the 
m ine, bad told him a week before the 
massacre that such p ermission bad 
been granted b y union ofl1cia ls . Bow 

· this permiss ion was obtained may be 
furth er exposed during tho murder 
tri.-ils at Marion next mon th. Such 
sanction was r epudia ted by the rank 
and file, ' ·ho killed J\lcDowell and 
eighteen others at th e m ine. 

Col. Hunter's Testimony. 
Col. Sam N . Hunter of the adjut.'.lnt 

genera l's office t estlfi cd Monday that 
th e m assacre would no t have take n 
p lace if McDowell had lis tened to his 
pleadings and had walked out of the 
min e under the truce a rranged by Hun· 
ter . Col . Hunter did not explain that 
no p rotection w as offe r ed the men when 
they surrendered. I·l c charged McDow­
ell v:ith the murder of two ur1ion men , 
although the Marion grand jury was 
not alJlc to ge t any ev idence on this 
point. 

·w110 pays ? Thi5 ls the question that 
is agita ting insurance companies at 
the hearing-. 

Survivors Live in Terror . 
The m assacre was described by sur­

vivors who st ill live in terror. 'l'ho ' 
stamp of huriian sa vagery was fixed so 
deep up on their so11l s that th ey 5til l 
fear the vengea nce of t he min ers may 
r each into Chicago and sna tch .them 
from th eir h omes. Th" aftermath of 
Ru ffc ri ng, lHJhe\. e r, ,,a ,.., i111. .. ~U t.:nt:U to 

th e qu c~tion of fixin g r e8pons ibili ty of 
ln sur:.rncc companie:;. F ive or s ix law .. 
y crs are engaged an an expensive r ec-
01·d is being made. The points at iss ue 
arc whc llicr th e Continental Casua lty 
company, whieh ha d in sured the llnr­
gnn·c S0cr e t Ser vice , or t he Aetna In· 
sura nee com pan y, \\'h ich cnrrie3 the 
policies of the Southern llllnol.s Coal 
company, must pay. 

. J 



Uy dear li'r. Lewi&: 

I t1ID. 6'athering iuater ial. for a full-page Sunday ~ticlei 
on the troubles at Herrin~. a.a viM1Jed f:ron the aspect of the forth­
coJlling triuJ.fJ~ and would very much appreciate all the data I can 
get on the Elinero ' side of the a:ff air 9 tJuoh aa co!)iea of newopa­
per controve.ruias over it e an outline of the probable defense, · 
and anyth1~ ~l.i?e you ~ x- e~ard as of va.luo. 

It c.u1em.a to me that. 9 in connection with presenting th0 
minara' sidtte I m~ht do well to inake p:r oi;iinent mention of the 
fa.ct that Dr. ~\, 3 o Honnold, secratary of the Illinoia ~oa.l. Op­
era.tor~' Aesaociation& gave a wt.1pw to certain Chic~o newspaper ... 
men, about ten days bef OX' 9 the troubltJ be~an, that a t allt C!a8G • 
was going to be nuuie of th0 strip mine at Herr i na that ~chine 
auna \VertJ going to be sent ther~~ and that eia, lot of union miners 
were going to be cleaned out tt. Thi~ was r elat Gt\ to me f ~~ ... h,w'ld 
by Don ~wing 0 of the A!J!ao.r::iated h@$Be who wit.nesn~d the troubl\t 
a.ct<!.4 aot.in&; on ths 00tip~. fl:re hi~ and Ralph licOannae of tl'll8 
Ch1c~o T:r i'bune, on the :iiner~' liBt of witn{i}g•Jsz? 

San you ancertain for me whet her any of the bodies 
were claimed, and it so, the pa.rt icula-ra of . each claiil and iden­
t if. io t\t ion? 

Have you. b@en in touch with Uary O'Re illy & of thtt 
Ghio~o T 0aoh w.rs 9 Un.ion,, and are her invest igat ion9 conoernin,i 
Herrin in nuoh ~hape they ~an be given public~ ion? 

Please re-tard thiB lett or as confident i~. With best 
regards. I am, 

Ul'. John i.-. Lewis, 
hoaident ~ United lUns Workers of .Al'lerioa, 

' Indianapoliq, Indiana. 



Personal. 

i,1"'.' . G i lrian Po.rke::(• 1 
,../0 i .j "\ r;i•,-, -1 h11 ·,..,.,,. 
'-J ..... (t -• ""'"'- ,,;..vv:;..~.SVJ. 

How ·zor>k city o 

f3pr :i.n;:;:C'told, I1:1 •• ~ 
}.JO\tOE~lJ C:l' 9, 10~:~ .• 

Th:ls v1ill reply t o youi~ esteemed letter of Novembe1--
4tb. 11110 doi'ol:1sc o:i.' tllo c members of '{;be U:t.lited l;iine 
't'io:'kc:cs ind:J.c·ccd as a re su l·iJ of t i:1e Ee1•1•in riots :ts cm­
til"OlJ :i.i1 tbe h('~na s or tha Offil;6 ~'S or Dlstrict 1~:;, fo1:1te d 
I:!i.Je ~·. o?.':-:m.>8.., ':.he I:atG'.i. ... n.ntionnl Unio:a is i.'lot in any ;1r:.~y 
as sociated ia tlicir defense and hos not been in touch ~1th 
the pn:r."tic:J v;bo::1 :1ou r.1ention. It misbt be possible for you 
to secul"'e some of the info'.!:ir1ation you desi:re by cor:rrm.:L1icating 
with stato ~'cnct'i;cr Vdllirun J. Sneed:1 who is also r'l~es:taent 
oi' tho t::t11c \·;o:.·lrn:es Sub-Di st1•ic t nt' Iie l"l'i!l" I llinoi s . 

IJi th pel"sonal regards and all good trishes , I am 

Ver'Y truly yours, 

Pl,.eside:nt. 

L:G 
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OFFI CE OF TH E PRESIDENT 

Ar'l=ILIA1. E D Vl/ITH 

A . F . O F L. 

I.ndjanapolis! Ind~ana~ 

Mr . J ohn L. Lewis , Pres:ldent, 
Un i tea r,1ine Wo rke'.1'.'s of Amer•ica , 
I nd i anapoli s , Indinna. 

Marion , I l l i nois , 
De cember 14 , 1922 . 

I am enclosing, herewi 7'h , report on the triaJ.s up to 
and including Dec e:r,1ber 14th. The open:l.ng stat emcmt of 
States Attorney Duty and the sta tement of Atto1~ney X:er•r 
are n s nearly compl ete as I was able to heal" them. T..Jany 
time s dUl.'ing his s ta tenent i'ilr. Kerr Y/OUld lowe r• his voice 
to such a degree that it was practicRlly impossible to 
lmow wh<:1.t he was s ay ing , out the statements herewith en­
close d show what both sides exp~ ct to p:r0 ove , 1i1h ich I think 
W!ls what ~rou desi re d principally. I V1ould suggest that 
they not be published in the 5:r entirety ( i f you h8.d such 
in mind ) but a story could be wr i tten a.l~ound them if de ­
sired . 

I am also e:'1closing a con1plete l ist of wi.tnesses who 
have been heard up to this time, giving their i dentity , 
plnc 2 of :residence o.n d a su.ii111<-'l.PY of their test 5.mony . I 
shall contintl e to send such a repo:r·t ea ch day i·1 e: r eafter . 

Farrinzton a nd Fi.shwick were pr e sent the fi rst day 
of the tr' i a l. 021e of the def endants , Otis Clar·k, in a. 
ve:r:y patbet :ic voic e to ld me y esterday tlrnt he t honght 
J oh:n (r·e f e :".t' i 11g t o you ) i;1onJ.cJ h a ve been (1u,·:n to see hlm 
'before th1s tiI'.1e. I d:l.rJ not say wl1eti1(:r;a'OUTc1 or· r1ou ld 
not be here l~ter . 

The court:i.'oorn i s croHde d to cap(·J. c i ty a nd t h r:: best 

I .. , ,. 
/ 

I 

I 



..JOHN L. LE W IS 
PF~ESIDENT 

.;; 
i 

'\ 
..... , 

OFFICE OF TH E PRESIDENT 

A f F" I LIATE D V\/:TH 

A. F . OF l:. 

IndianapoH·s , ~ndiana ; 

of order prev ails at all tim2 ~. A 32n 0~al expre ss i on 
is that the tr ia l s vi ll be in prosress ~ t l e as t thr ee 
months. Fersono.J_ ly I t h j_ nk it Vii ll co:c1 sume r;·1cl"c t in:e 
t~an that , judcing ~y the num~er of wi tnesses e8ch 
s id e has sun~oned . 

I see by tl1e loc 1J l pspers th:::it :11 E•.1:'J.." i n,st.on p!'es1 1.' '.~::i bl;:,r 
1·-it:lS bceJ1 re - elr~cte d. I -...-1 0. s t .:J 11{ t 11g \7it(1 Po.x I-I1Jt3li1.:::: 8 
And he c~ }~fJ:.c·2s;:1ErJ. -':,(1t:; o p i11 J.c~-1 !~:~t c: t J?2.~· r~1 11[_1;tr) ·r:i v1u. s i--ie - c. le ct­
ed by a l arge majority. 



/ 

, • 

Wi t\in the J. .r.t: ·~t t·r,iC\ r..:".:.J3,. :~ottr• n;:tit r~ h~vo been 
.... '1 .. i1•'lC1 "''"""in'''t. -i·h.:;. y . ...,.:/'.,~'!"V';q •t.: r..-.1.,-r. :'""""'n .t.,:1 tt .. ,., "':;\r..r11-:J'l" 1~1 J v "' .. ,t::J<:.,\ _ ... ot. v .. ...1:"' ~4 "- "'":1-A.l..1•, .L :..tJ. • ..,.. ,,_ ..... ..i. .. .,4\J"". - ..L.1. .. L.t7 _ ..,. .t •. ,; • ._ • • •• 

o Ott."C't in Ind ian!lfl ::>1 :ts b:r tr:e •1<°:!.r::1J.rrJ. r;t::>'. ~: 0~:- o a:..: o;i·~n,tci.1 
~t co:i:i:;rti...'11 mEm. wh{) lost t 'hr. h • 11.vos ~t Ho1·:~· in. Th o so 
poti tio:ns nH1r: tho :::0 ony<;.>~:-:: of c :i.vD. c:'d·;;·.ng0a .: .. n -L~::.o 
n.r:i.otu~t 1.n: :_~;10,000 ft\t: ench indi~v'i«tU:J-1. Onr ~:ti:t~!·:nc~rs 
ru.~(:'l a·fl.,r:t:.3f.)'J. hy t:-:c~ Cl~~::::-);: u:f ",;lx; ft t ;:;t::c.io t c:Ql\t.~t. 1;:.ut hie.; 
:tn.f'orr.-intlon :ts to ~ho e i'i'Hct thnt a n1z.:11rn~ of othe::."' 
s11its oi' sir.Jil.r\ :i~ ehe.r ~ tat ::-7 w'.i.ll Le f :iJ.cO .• 

In oons iderntion cf th·~ m.l'lt',.Y 1·-::r.ortnnt 11.nglea 
O~ t.....,in lit .t ,.. ,:•ti"' .. 1 T '.a,...····": r1 >:<' "' .l;";r'? 1'~..,.. ;.-,- - ... 'Ii' 't' ,..,, , ,..,,.. 

• ~ 1 4.b q ...,.. ' ) ... r .. ,l'~ l.1.t. ... , .... .(~ v '· : . .:.. n !:'\ .. l~h . .c &·.l.,f,, ·p - . \ ~t ..t . J.. .-:..l ' ....... \,. ,1...J J! ... 

of oru:· J.:t.::c::nl T.~0 1:i :l'tmer1t t ~ o 011f0 r r;i th Ch1.ol C: ormnel 
Ker-.r of Dlsi:ri<! t .;~12 for the 1nn·:ptHJ{~ o.f 11:.r e::n~ t.ix~g s 
mn.t:-...iil u.n\l.:n":J t<tJl1dl.:ne. I.I:c4' Kerr mny foi:il freo to d.io • 
ousi:1 thcoe mett i'.'rO qn.it e f:-:1.ly ~'1 ith ~,::t".s Hc•J.air ~!;'1 I 
hr:.vo e-vo:ry o c.n:fld<:111ce in his ,j nd gr::.ent a ncl d isoret:t1)n,. 

1 will ~1~ o ba ~ln -1 to d. i SCliss t he f'ln'tter TI 1th 
you pe1·son ally J..crt:::r Oll ·when op:p~rtuni ty a:LJ:ort1R 

V~ry t :.4 U:~r ycrn:rs • 

P:reI?id ent, 

00 



FRANK FARR I NG TON 
PRE:SIOENT 

O FFICE: OF THE: PRESIDENT 

DISTRICT N0.12, 

1lnifrh 

/ 

lllittr lUnrltrrs nf 1\ntfrira 
AFFILIATED WITH A . F . OF L . 

1v'Ll'. John L. Lewis, President, 
United Mine Workers Of America , 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Dear Sir and Brother:-

June 25, 1923. 

LO,...G OISTANCC PHONG:. 

MAIN 7 '4 ... 3 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your let ter dated June 22nd., 
informing m.e of the suits that have been filed in Federal Court at 
lndj.ana-polis again;;;t the Inter:nat ional Union by the ad.mini strators 
of estates of certain men who lost their lives at the disturbance 
that took place at the IJrope!"ty of the SOuthe1~.u Illinois Coal Company, 
June 22nd, 1922. 

I am requesting our Chief Counsel, :Mr. A· w. Kerr to cooperate 
with the agents of the International Union in every way possible in 
this connection. The agents of the International Union will find Mr. 
Kerr very willi1ig to cooperate with them and I am sure his cooperation 
wil 1 be of value to the InternationEtl Union and considering that Mr. 
Kerr is so thoroughly informed concerning the entire matter , I would 
suggest that the agents of the IntErnational Union take no definite 
action without conferring with him. 

F/G 



i>!:'l'.'ti Earl E . 11'.,uck, 
1112 l.icr'chunts Bank Bldg., 
Indianapol:l s 11 I:ndiru1a l!I 

Dear Hi?. Houck: 

JimbfH:Jsndor Hot.el , 
At1untJ.c C:i. t J , iri • .r., 
J'uJ..y l:i.1 1 Ll~~3. 

:,ty of'f:toe advir.iea tha t it han l.'eta:lned fol" you a 
copy of: a lei.ite~ y,rr j;tte:n u.11d0r d!::tte of ~Tuly 6th by 
11t t. rne} I.1oi..Ciern£-m , o f Cll1cc. r_jo, I1 :U.noisj a6vis :tn~ 
that h~ exµe cteJ t o lRte~ ti le suit for dD~ages for a 
nurnb'~l .. o.r ot!:e :r indl vi 0uetls n lle~:::ed t o lmve ouffercd 
i.11juTi0s in t. he ;10r•r:l:n riots. ·J: ri:h1 · s t o ndv:too tbat 
I ll ''iVE: neae no r.cp l y to ·che .t.ttorncy nnd 1vill leave 
tho e;mtl.l"e matte,.~ in your hm'ld~ to be dEnlt wi·t h :ln 
eonncc·c:ton wit h the l oo;nJ. ~ep:re m:;ntat ives o:t' D:t.st:i:•ict 
12, n~ per ou~ pl:'ev·ious convcrB::d:.J.on . 

Vecy tl?uly yours" 

PreEJ ident. 

L:G 



J. 0. LCKi iillL.',.N 
.ATTORNEY L 'l' LA;·; . 
19 s. La Ss lle St . 

Ch i CE:. b O. 

August 16th, 1923. 

Earl~ . Houck, Esq ., 
Ambassador Hotel, 
Atlanti c City, Uew ~ersey. 

Dear Sir: In Re: Herrin cases. 

Your letter of August 13th received. Kindly accept my thanlrn for 
same. 

I have finally talked to all of the cla imants that I have any 
lmowledge .of, and tha t I huve any ho pe to get in touch with 
through ma king inquiry of those that I heretofore represented. In 
addition to the amouni;;s heretofore submitted, I complete the list 
as follows: 

A. B. Miller Bstate 
Hall Estate 
Eric hii ller 
R • .3. McLennan 
Joseph Sodter 
li'rank l.i • Fuller 
Frank Schmidt 
John Rogers 
Thomas Fleming 
I.iile 1Iilorsh 

~3000.00 
3000.00 

10000.00 
10000.00 

2000.00 
1000. 00 
5000.00 
3000.00 
5000.00 
1000.00 

While the tota l of the claim s as above and in prior letters listed 
amount to somewhat more than the emount that I stated, I thought 
the entire matte r could be disposed of, you will note by checking 
the list that there are six or ei ght additional tha t we cl.id not 
take into account when in conference. One of these in particular, 
Ed Rose, was very seriously injured. 

As intin:ated in my letter of August 13th, I feel some of these 
claims can be settled for an amoun t less than tha t named. It 
occurs to me tha t your Organizqtion n i ght be willing to pay not 
to exceed a certain amount f or rel ease s froi:i a ll parties, and I 
am co nfi dent i f you will give me such a figure, even ' if only 
slightly in excess of the fi gures I first narried, that is ~? lex) ,000. 
I feel satisfied I can prevail upon my client s to sign releases. 
~nclosed you will find notice of lien on cases that have not been 
covered heretofore. I of course s t and ready to meet you for further 
conferences, or any other action you r::iay have to sugge st. 

Taking tl1is opportunity to thank you and your associates for your 
courtesies, I beg to rema in, 

Very truly yours, 

J. o. MoKiernan 



LIST OF CL.A IliIS OF J. IT . MCKI .BRlIAlr , 
ATriQ";)'-r:;iy 01r -l:I ~-. ,.., :.;i ll·T ] "' rr '"l"--=> 

.J.. _i:\ l'( ...;J ! 1 .1-l !:\ .L l 1 L . .1""- 1. . ~.:J -\ . • 

.Amom1t submitted .Amount submittal 

List of Claims - August 1, 1923. 

c. o. Anderson 
William Cairns 
John Ro gers 
Frank M. . Fuller 
Joseph Sodter 
W. J. 0' Rourlrn 
Harry T. Springer 
Eric Eiller 
A. E . Pindlay 
Joseph 0 1 Rour.ke 
Thoma s Fleming 
1'.i.orrison Zstate 
Gosman Estate ( 
Uarsh Estate { 
A. B. Miller Estate ( 
Hall Estate ( 

NEW CLA il~S. 

R. B. EcLennan 
Mike lii ilorsh 

• Robert Tra cy 
Richard 1

•
1/esch 

Andrew Riber 
Ed Rose 
John Pittman 
Odis Lavrrence 

Augus t 1, 19 23. 

$1,000.00 
10,000.00 
1,000 .00 
1,000 ., 00 
1,000.00 
1,000.09 
5,000.00 

10,000.00 
5,000 .00 

10,000.00 
5,000.00 

10,000.00 

15,000.00 

75 ,000. 00 

a s Final. 

~~ 2,000.00 
10,000.00 

3,000.00 
1,000.00 
2,000.00 
1,000.00 

10,000.00 
10,000.00 

5,000.00 
1 5 ,000.00 

5,000. 00 
9,000.00 
4,000.00 
3,000.00 
3,ooo,oo 
3,000.00 

10,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 

25,000.00 
1,500.00 
1,000.00 

127,bOO. OO 



J. O. I.:cKiernan, .Atty . at Law, 
19 s. La Salle Street, 

Chicago. 

Earl E. Houc k , Es q. 
Ambassador Hotel, 
Atlantic City, N. J. 

August 1 3 th, 1923. 

Dea r Sir: nr RE : IIBRlUll CASES . 

I am experiencine some di fficulty i~1 getting in touch with thre e 
or four of the part i es whose names I gaveyyou some time since, und 
I have no t there fo r e been ab le to learn definitely what they Will 
demand by way of set tlement . I have ha d interviews with the follow­
ing parties and the amounts s e t opposite each of their names indica tes 
what they desire by way of settlerr:ent: 

· ~ Robert Tracy ••••• ~l,OOOeOO 
Richard Wes ch. • • • • i;ooo.oo 
Andrew Ribe r • • • • • 1,000.00 
Ed. Rose ••••••• 25,000.00 

John Pittman •••••• J l500.00 
Harry T. Springer • • 10000. 00 

Odis Lawrence •••••• 1000.00 
Allan P. lindlay • • • • 5000 e00 
C. o • .Anderson ••••• 2000000 

Rose is the party I mentioned in my letter of August 9th as being 
seriously injured. He was vvi th the Cornn:issary Department and sent 
down to the mine by Bert1·r.nicl. His injuries consi st of gun shot 
wounds of the spine and he was given the maximum compensa tion by the 
Industria l Commission. .Another Attorney represented him in his cla im 
for compensa tion, and that i s the reas on I did not have him in mind 
at the time of our conferen0e. I now understand that the Supreme 
Court ha s rendered a decision holding in effec t that labor employ­
ment agencies are not covered by the Illinois V/or .ianen 1 s Compensation 
Law. 

For your informat ion, I have no doubt but wha t Rose would accept le s s 
than the amount named, and it would be my suggestion tha t you make a 
counter proposition, in fact I fe e l this way about a number of these 
claims. I have endeavored to have ce rtain ones submit smaller 
fi gures, but you c an af cour se rea liz e tha t I run not in a position 
to dicta te what they shall der.mnd in the fir s t instance. There is 
no question in my mind but what the ir cases are worth far more upon 
verdict, yet I am usibg my best efforts to make them see the advisab il­
ity of taking something wit h in rea son without fi ghting through a l aw suit 

In accordance with my action of August 9th, I attach the enclosed 
liens on additional cases, namely that of Bd Rose, Odis Lawrence, 
Rob ar t T1~E:i 0y, Richard Wesch , .Andrey; .K ib0r, &nd John Pi ttme~ . 

Would you be dispos ed to tal k settle:::..ent without having all the 
parties in? 

Very truly yours, 
J. 0 • McKi nernan. 



or ri c e o r 
A . W. KERR 

CHIEF' COUNSEL ... LEGAL DEP.l\RTM E NT 

A . W . KERR 

CHIEF CO UN SC:L 
7TH l"LOOR 

,, ILL I NOIS MINC WO ,.f J< C:R ! • OLO G 
ILL. MINC WORKERS BLOG 

SPt1'1NGFIELD, ILL . 
SPR IN G FIEL D. ILL.. 

TELEPH O NE NO . 

DISTRICT NO. 12. 

ltuif1'lt 
illin1' 1U11r.ktt!1 nf i\iui'rira 

Er . Earl E. Houck, 
Leg0.l De~xn·tL: ent, 
Incl i a.napoli s , I nd i 211a . 

Dear ~tr , Houck: 

AF"FILIATEO WITH A.F . 0~ L . 

September 7, 1923. 

W. J. MA CDONA LD 
7TH FLOOR 

ILL . MINC WORK C RS RL O.; 

SPA I NGFI ELD, ILLIN OIS 

THOMAS A . MURPHY 
7TH ,-LOOR 

ILL. MINE WORKERS 8LOG . 

SPRING F I ELD, ILL. 

SAM W, G IL BERT 
0CC~1Ulf , I LLIN Ol!'o 

J OSEP H A . LON DRICAN 
513 "•URPHY BLOG . 

EA5T Sr . L OUIS, I LL . 

JAMES B. LEWIS 
HARRI SO URGO, ILL INO I~ 

GEORGE R. STONE 
MARION, ILLI NO I S 

W. P . S EEBER 
BENTON, ILL 

'°ENERAL ATT ORNEYS 

Yours of the first inst ., enclo sing statement 
of cases discussed, came to ~e in due season, but I just re­
turned to t he off ice and l-:ave not been able to answer it be­
fore. These are death Bnd injury case s aris ing out of the Herrin 
affr;..L~ . The setJclement of five de2,th ca,ses a nd c:i. rnJJnbe r o:f i n ­
jury cases 1-;ere U }) for: c,iscussi::m betv:een Hr. i\:Ic Kiernc:m, a n 
o.ttor11ey in Chicago :n1d le~es srs . Warrw:.1 , yo:.,Lrse l f and myse lf, 
reI)resenting tl:e or ganizat i on . The conference \.Vas held in 
response to a request f rom Er. Uc Ki ernan, attorney for the 
pla.ntiffs in t hese cases . \ .. e discussed the ma.tt e r oui te tho:rough­
ly some Tieeks ago . ~r . Mc Kiernan de~~ nded ~ 100 , 006 for the 
settlement of t he ca s e s t hen under considerat ion. We i nduced 
nim to reduce his cla i m to ~75, 000. His 2.tti tud e seemed s o f;::. ir 
to all of us t k ::. t v:e felt it ti1e pert of Hi sdom at t hat time 
to sur,gest to ~ .. ~r • .Uc Ki ernan the~ he get represeDtat i on of a.11 
the cases aris i ng out of t h e He rrin matter . v:e continued the iis­
cuss i on for a. coup le of weeks to enable ~r . Mc Ki ernan to get 
in touch vii th the ot:i!.e rs and upon August 30th, he aga in meet us 
n i th a li st of c l a i 1:1S . He did not g illLran tee us th c::.t he had a ll 
the cla i os . This, of c our oe , he co~ld not do , nor i s it like ly 
tha t 2ny pe r son cou ld g ive s u ch assurance . He ke9t his agreeo ent 
of being wi l lin g to settle t he claims there-to-fore discussed f or 
$75,000. Ee p re sented add itiona l cla i ms b ring ing the tot a l cla.io 
u9 to, I think ~~ 1 37 , 500 . \'Je, y our self , c:md myself, after a c on­
fer ence dee i C..ed to say to Ur. Uc Kiernan t hat r.ve would r e c onr.wnd 
the payment of $100 ,000 in full payment of a ll the cla i ms in 
the ha nds of Er. Mc Ki ernan . He assured us of his belief tha t 
he could obta in i·elenses from a ll for t h is a.mount. I unhes i tatingly 
odvise~ pa.yment of t his amount . Thi s adv i se is b D. s ed U iJ On i·easons 
discu s s ed between your s elf, 11r. \Yarrwn a nd myself r.rhich ne ed not 
be here re:)e0.ted . It is my suggesti on that a check be drawn to 
Yo""1' 0_,_, __ , .L'Or +·1~.; ~ "'""0' 1nt ~CCO"' " 'L .,. ,.., ,..,..,_,]_ "en....,r+ ··18"1 + <>Yl ri t.h~t Y OU ~- ..!.\..:..C:.l. J. u .i..L. i.:..:> o .. u ....... ) c ..... lt ll V Ll l ~t:, o.. .i ) - _:-- Cu vl: :. ...... .,) ' ~--~ - - • . < . -

make the necessa.ry disbursements in exchan ge for releas es from ~::1 e 
a.d:ni n istrators and the injured men . I have not ye t had time to 
exa.mine thoro ur~hly ti1e f orri1 of j~ele a se s f1·om the 2.drnin i st r a tors. 
Will tr y to do so i n the near fut ure . 



ED rl E. Hauck (cont ' d ) 

T:O e ;~atter of 1·:ho shall make the :payment or i n v;h a t 
p l'O})Ol't i on it sha.11 be nmclc if th2t be the plr:m , beinc n. purely 
executive question , I sug::::·e::;t it be:: corn.i i tted fo::.· so l ut ion to 
Internat i onal President LeTiis ond Di ~ trict President Farrin~ton . 
Aftc1' i t is <'":'reed tha t t he :payment be :iw.de , I shall be g lad 
to meet Tiith you in Chica?o 2nd hD~e ~ith ~e one of our Invest­
i gator s ~ho knows most of~these claiLlants . 

With kin~ regards , I am 

Very truly your s , ~ 

~7~ 



' .._ 

CLA.SS OF SERV" _,_. JYMBOL 

Telegram 

Day Le:-ler Blue 

Night MeSS'.lg e Nite 

If nono of th ese thn•o symbols 
eppr'1.rs after !he ch«k (number at 
words) this is a lcl e.gmm. Ottior• 
wiso its charat1N ls ind ie<1ted by the 
symbol appearin',I after the check. 

" 

AM 
N EWC OMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT GEORGE W. E. ATKINS, F IRST VI CE·PRESID ENT 

Form 1204 

CLA.SS OF SERVICE . I SYMBOL 

~"'"' ~---
Day Letter Bl uo 

Night Mes5"g O Nito 

N iohl Letter N L 

If r.o"e of these three symbols 
appea ~s afier the check {nurl1 l1cr of · 
words) th is i ~ a t e ! e~ ra:n . OU1er­
wise its character is indica.tcd by the 
symbol appearing after tho ch eck. 

====================:================================~;;_=--=----~-
RECEIVED AT 

. ~· . :-" . 

SECOND SHEET 

THE QUE $11 ON OF RE H/!BURSE.MENT BY DISTRICT NUMBE R TWELVE STOP MR 

HOUCK INDICATED TO MR KERR THAT VDU PREFERRED HEARING FROM 

ME BEFORE AUTHORIZING THE PAVMENT STOP l AM SENDING THIS 

TELEGRAM tN COMPLIAN CE WITH THAT SUGGE8TtON STOP I AM MA IL ING 

T 0 V OU COPV OF LETTER OF THE TENTH 

FRAN!< fARRlf\GTON 

PRES I DENT 

533P 
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NDA-180 SHEET 2/39 
\ 

ADVISED THE <:lrICAGO AT1romIBY THAT I1.m KERH .fl..lID I VlILL BE T.fIBRE 
r-

WEDlifESDAY AND THURSDAY TO PAY 1.'}{8 MONEY AfTD SECURE TEE RBLEASES IF 

TJIBI-IB IS AN'I HI~G"tl IN TH.E Pl OGRt\l.1 OR 'TIES PLAN I WILL ADVISE YOU 

H! ')Lfl.TELY 
I 

F..ARL E HOUCK • 

.. 



;.___· 'LA ~5- 0F SERVICE srnnoL 
r ---

\-- Te lrgr~ 
\ .....:."> l_<:_l_l~_r ___ Clue_ 

~G~~ Messa!)!___!:!!..'!'_ 

I- " lgl_il_Lc:t_cr __ _ll_l_ 

I II none of th£ sc 1hrcc symbo ls 
~ rnrus ahcr tile thn 1c (nurnti,., , of 

I ~Y ord!> ) !111! i :~ a tr·llJrani. Oih cr· 
"' iscll!i chs rnctr r is cnt.lira!h l bv the 

,1~ ap.£:_"~-1~~ 1:~ ,.~ 
-- . 

CEIVE D AT 

N CWCOMB C A RLT O N , PRESIDENT 

/ .-· }·? / ," 
• I 

{ 

G EORGE w. E . ATKI N S . F <R S T VlC P.-PRESID E NT 

I 
I 

/ 
' 

/ 

I 

- NDA·~BO :l.09 1/70 / 

I!mIANAPOLIS nm 14 318P 

JOHN L LEl.'TIS t s s l 
P1~l'ms:!LVA1TIA HO'.L':EL lIBWYORK UY 

_:_ ··--· --- ·---·----• - - I 

_ Tclr.grnm __ I __ _ 
_ Day ~~\_cr _ _ _ I _D!uo _ 
_N~g l'.!._M_cs2:1~_c _ ~to_1 
_Nlg li_!_L~t~~ · N l · 

If none ol 1ht.:sc thrrc symbols I 
oppc11rs al tc.rthc rhcck (number of 
words ) thi«' is n trlr.01 am . Other· 
1.11i sci 1~ ch aracter 1s 1nr1 1ratrd hy the 
symbo l appc;, dno alte r the chcc.k..:__J ' 

1-- -,-, ,.j 

Jl:ST F ... AD 1,0N:!i\SnENGJ~ filTB: SECRETARY GREEN OH IL.LINO IS i'/i.ATTER RE 

SCGGEST S TH.A'r CHE<:K BE DRAW~ TO FARRINGTON A:ND TllAT FARRINGTON 

ENDOHSE THE CRECK TO HE J?}..RRIN~TON IS IN I NDLi\NAPOLI S TODAY AND 

GREEN I S ENDEAVORING TO lll\.V'.E HIM COJJE IN AND CARRY O'LTT 'TIH S PLA.N 

STOP UR GID..'ENS IDEA IS TO AVOID AN'I DISPTJTE .A..E0lJTr THE DIS'.CRICT 

BEI 1'TG RESPONSIBLE :B'OR THE HOlTE~ I EELI:F~\TE THIS WILL WOR.T{ OlJT A:l.JL 

RIGHT I EAVE 

Night Message I - ·-v I 
Night Letter I 

Night M cssage 1 rmc 
Ni!)ht Letter -1- N -L - -

· If none of thi;se threo q•c:bols T t~,~ L- ' 
appears ah er the checK ( ~ ~rr:J.tr cf r-;~ 
words) this is a t rl c;rnm. C~ii :: r .. ,.....,_,,..,..._,,,;.;.,~ 

' wiso its charorter is ind icat ed bv ~h '? 
symbol appearing aflcr Ille ctic:k. N EWCOM B CARL TO N. PRES I DENT GEORGE w. E . A T K I NS. FI R S T V ICE- PRE!l l C'.'!!N T 

If none of these three symbo!s ! 
•wears after. the check (number of I 
words) tt11s is a lelO<]rarn. Oth er- 1 
wise its character is inaica.ted by the I 
symt>ol nwcaring after th o check . ; 

RECEIVED AT 

296N 

JOHN L LEW I S 

SPRING FIELD ILL 253P SEPT 13 1923 

Tll112 OF r~ ~· c: r:]PT SH0'.VM 
O~i HFS MESS 1\GE IS 

t.l\~; Tz: :~N STA ~Dl·. ~D TIME 

PRE SI DENT UNI TE D MINE WORKERS OF AMA PENN SYLVAN IA HOTEL 

f~EWYORK NV 

MR HOUCK ADV I SES MR KE RR TH 16 MORN ING THAT V OU HA VE .. . 

NOT RECE IVED MY LET TER TO OU OF TkE TENTH I NSTANi 

STOP IN THAT LETTER I -ADVUlE' D YOU OF THE FEAR 

THAT MES SR S ·WA RRUM HOUCK AND KE RR HAD WITH REFE RE NCE TO 

DELAY IN CLOS I NG T HE CHIC AGO MA TTER STO? I ALSO SUGGESTED" 

T~AT YOU HAVE THE I NTE RNATIONA L PAV THE NECE SSA RY AMO UNT OVER 



_ _ v •:~ '-~~-' --- l~· lA_~ 

Nigh t Mtssaqc I Nitc --··- - - -
___!:!_!g !'.!!_£11~-- H ~-

It none of these t ~rcc !';ymtio ls 
appr.us "flcr l hc c: hccl( ( nu m!irr of 
words) th i.J is a t l'icor~nl. U1hcr· 
wise its chuaclcr i! in1l1 calrd by the 
symtJO I oppc.u lno after the c. hcck. N EWCOMB CARl.TON, PRESI DENT 

INDI ANAPOLIS . IND 1 5 114LA 

JOHN L LE WIS 

(·'ll 
; 

·)'- - , I 
~' t ~ ll .1o~;.. 

G EORGE Vi. E. ATKIN S , F'l flST VICl!· PR&S IO E NT 

CASEY HOTE L SC RANTON PENN 

--:·.c:······---1--· .. --1 
Night Mc• sagc Nltc - - -- ---- - ----

_ N_lght letter N l~ 
If none of t lH' SC three !>vmbol s , 

oppcars :if tc r the check (numtic r ol j 
t'i'Ords ) this is a kl co rnrn. U1hrr ­
wi scit$ characftr Is ind ir :itrd by lhc 1 

~ymbo l nripcJrino alte r the chrc~'.._J 

i.: ·.; ,. ~-) 1 

. -- \. . .._ , (.) r .. 
I" r . 

\. , / 

MR.FARR I NGTON · JS . IN MY OFFICE NOW AND HE AN D MR GREEN HAVE COMPLETED 

FI NAL ARR ANGEMEN TS OF .. THE MONEY MATTERS IT .LOOKS AS THOUGH 

EVERYTHIN G WILL GO.THROUGH AS PLANNED 

EARL E HOUCK• ' 

CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED 

Telegram .) 
Day Letter f'.,. 

__l:!_ijlhl M css:i_ge_ -
Night Leurr 

Patrons should mark an X oppo-
site tho class of service d rsi red : 
OTH ERW ISE THE MESSAG E 
WILL BE TR ANSM ITT ED AS A 

fULL-RATE TELEGRAM 



Casey Hotel, 
::5c'.t"an ton, Pa .. , 
Septe .. ibei'"' 1?,1923. 

:.:r . l"PnnJ{ Fnrr1n;;.;ton~President, 
Distric t Ho a 12, u~.:·.I. ':J . of A. 1 
Springfie ld, Illinois. 

D0fil" Sir and Brother : 

I a:71 advised by wir•e fron L1r. Houck that you:> ~-;ecretory 
Green and he have ca:1pleted finul ar,:>rm~eraent f:1 cover:J.ng 
the; c!c".;n ils of ria-,rmen't in the ~'.1C1 tter of the Chien :-~& 
11ti r;u tion. I nin' indeed nlensc0. t.llat a satiofo.ct~r"lt 
& :n·:· an r~eme.nt has been 1:1 0.do unc2 trtrnt that the fj,nal" 
d:l.sposition of the case i. · ~ y be ·r:1tH1e t11 an equally sutir1-
fo.ctm.:>y ·,,·ay in Libicngo dui>lng the pi·esent week. 

I nn sorry that ~~ou1" let tc:t' of the 10th inst. 1 n.ffecting 
tl1in D3 tte:t:>, wns delayed in reo.chi11g me. :t thinir , hmt­
ever P it ·.ras pa r>tly due to an c1~rop in <:i dd1•e:::rninr; the 
envelope containing the -i.otter. I u-m enclosing the en ... 
velope in quest ion . It \'JOS del~vered to my residence in 
~:>prin g.f'icld and then forn~:cdcd 'Go me:; here :ln Scranto!.1 0 
I did not reach 8cranton unti l l a te laa t evening, ~hich 
accounts for my lack of knov1ledge of the communication, 

Pres:l.dent. 

HC 



1.lr . EE!rl E . Houck,-

Casey 1Iotel 11 
Scr.'.u :;ton g Pa~ P 

September 17, l~Y~ 3. 

1112 ::crchants Bank Building, 
Indionnpolis, Indiana . 

My dear Ur . Houck: 

~· 

Thanks for your wire of the 15th inst ., advising that 
l"~n·ringtonsi G1'een and you have cor:ipletea fi nal arrmw:e­
ment: s in the nany matters involved in the Ctdcugo lit:l­
gat:Lo:n. I td.sh you all success in Y1 :tnding u p the affa ir 
in Chicago during the present ~eek. 

Y'!ith every good wis h, I am 

Pl'.'e sident. 

RC 



.. 

\I~~~t'~-~! ; . i'.~! 1•~);~()rl~e~~o~:~~!1~,1~~·~.<!~:1 
~~"""""'"""""--!Oll·Cb--

EARL E. HOUCK 
LE GAL D EPA R TM E NT 

\l 
\ 

' 

7 ;, 
/ 

MERCHANTS BANK BLDG . 

A F FI L IA TE D 'WI T H 

A . F. O F" L. 

l_1~-~l~~!l-<9> 0 ~~ ~ i~· I._~.!.<!.~~~~~,· t ... 

Se pt ember 24 , 1 9 23 . 

Mr. John L. Lewis , 
113 2 ~ . Lawren c e Ave. 
Springfield , Ill. 

My dear hlr . Lewis: 

I am pleased to advise you that we have finally 
concluded the settlement of the lierrin cases last week 
in Chicago. 

Secreta ry Green, after a conference with h r. 
Farringt on who happen ed to be in Indianapolis, made a 
check f or $ 100 , 000.00 pa yable to Frank ~arrington , 
Presi dent of District 12. I.Ir. Farri11p..:ton then en do r s ed 
the check to me. I too k an Indiena Na tional Bank dr&.ft 
to Uhicago and deposited the 0100,000.00 in the Chicago 

. :rrust Oor.ipany and pa id the cla i ms by checl:. I arr.. enclosing 
a list of the cla i ms we made settlement of and the amount 
pa.id . 

11r. Kerr a dvised me tha t a man by the name of Green , 
who was a f orm er gua r cl , ha d brought suit a ga i r:st the 
Southern Illi~ois Co a l Company for ; 100,000.00, in one 
of the Stat e Courts of Illinois . Inasmuch as District 1 2 
nov1 owns the Southern Illinois 1Joal Company , the District 
na turally becomes t h o defendant . A1T;/ way , Mr. :tLerr wa s of 
the op inion tha t he could compromise thu t ca se for $ 2000 . 00 . 
We advi s ed Mr . k cKiernan, the a ttorney on the other side, 
that thi s Vl[. S a rie v1 case and c. s l::ed him to cooperc. t e with 
us in reducing hi s clients' cla ims in the amount of 
) 2,000 . 0 0 , so tha t we would ha ve enough left out of t he 
0100,000 . 00 to settle the ~r e en c&s e . ?his hlr. LcKiernan 
wa s able to do . At the request of Llr. Lerr , I drew a 
check for the rema i ning ~ii 2,000 . GO in the fund , to Fred 
Cooper and Willivm Via l ls, Investigators in the Lege.l Derc rtrnent 
of District 12, for the purpose of procuring settlement 



... 

kr . John ~. Lewis, p . 2. 

in the above case. I haYe obta ined releases from all 
the parties to whom settlements.were made. 

I personally feeJ tlw. t t h is is a fine settle1r;ent 
and so far a s we LJ.1ow i n.eludes a ll who were injured and 
I am sure conc ludes the rr:ost embarrassint_S liti gation we 
have ever hc.d be .· ore - us, and m;y understandi ng fror:i 
Secretary Green that the arrangement with }.Ir • .?arri.ngton 
is a loan to the District, therefore we come out of this 
without any e£pense, except my ovm personal expense. 

hlr . Lewis, the l a st two weeks I have had additional 
expense outside of my personal hotel bills, incurred in 
this ca se, in the amount of .;;;G5 .00. I am enclosing u 
statement of this and if you see fit to approve same 
and recoI'.1mend pa~nent, I will appreciate it. 

In settling these cases I have had the hearty 
cooperation of kr. Lerr and the Legal Department of District 
12. 

Yours truly, 

~EH L'"/ ~ - t , 



!L;.2C i.U 02 ;.:::,:u, ,;:, • j .:;~ , or; s:::~ T; I1.:.:.:i:.::1; ·.r O:? c1::H'.rA 
CLLlLd n; H.GLt:n1; ' I LLll~O I '.~ t LII'lilL1'lUH . 

be~t . 10, 1 923 , De~os i te d i n t he Chicago 
Trus t Cor:i.c~· ny , Ci~ ic c.{:; O , Ill inois , for se ttle ­
~ont of liorrin liti s~ tion 

Che cks drarm on 3ept , 20 , 1 9 23 , on above de1J osi t: 

.,;100 ' 000. 00 . 

~·:J;1oun t Fi ven .i .• r . Lc;.~ i er - i1ot c.. l ;..J:i t 
to Claimant • rn.1 11

1 S iee of ClE.:. irn 

Georrre Hall, Ldmr . J.-:.st a t e of J.e o. 
i.-Ie.l:J._Jr . · anci 3-e o . ·; • ·;:a l ~cu1), Jr. 
~ric ~.~ill e r 
Ro be rt O. 1.icLennon 
Jo e Sodter 
.l!'rank I~ . .i!1ulle r 
Fr s.nk S crJ.mid t 

-John Rogers 
Llary ~earney, Conservatr i x , ~st. 
of Thom~ s Flemi ng , 
11ike l.Iilosh 
George 'ii . Gosmen , Admr. Es t ate 
o f Horati o GosmanJ 
l1:yrtle Ri ter.er , Adm i n istratrix 
Es t a te o f ?.obe rt La r13 h , 
EayL. Chicppetta , ~xecutrioc 
,i:;sta ta of Si dne;y l•~ o1·rison 

-Willi am Cairns 
- Patrick Jose ph 0 1 Rourxe 

Will J. O' Rourke 
-.Ro be rt Tracy 
Riche.rd 1;·fosch 
Andrew Riber 

- Ed Rose 
John ?i ttman 
Harry T. Springer 
Odis Lawr ence 

· Allen P. Findlay 
C. 0. Ancle r son 

- David o. L~ille r, Admr. Ds t ate of 
Arthur B. Liller 
Fred Cooper and Vli lliar.r: VIalls, 
Investiga t iors , to be use d i n 
attamyt to se t tle Green c ase vs . 
Southern Illinois Coal Co . 
J. 0. i'.Ich.iernan, Attorney 
J • 0 • li~c!~i e rnan, " 

2 ,000 .00 
7, 500.00 

. 4 , 500 .00 
'750.00 
750000 

2 , 62~o00 
750.00 

5,000.00 
281. 25 

3,000~00 

6' 7 50. 00 
5,625.00 
9, ooo. ()0 

'750.00 
7 50.00 
375.00 
281. 25 

9~000 .. 00 
562.50 

5,6 25 . 00 
3'15.00 

3, '7 50. 00 
'7 50 .oo 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 
24,2b0 .00 

1 000.00 
100, 000 .00 

1,000.00 
2 , 500.00 
1,500.00 

250.00 
250.00 
875.00 
250.00 

1,000.00 
93o'75 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

2,2b0.00 
1, 875 . 00 
3 ,000 . 00 

250 . 00 
250.00 
125.00 

93.75 
3,000.00 

187.50 
1,875.00 

125.00 
1,250 .00 

250.00 

1,000.00 

25 ,250.00 

3, 000 . CD 
10, 000.oc 

6 , 0 00 .0) 
1,000 . Q) 
1, 000 oCD 
3 , 500 . CD 
1, 000 .Q) 

4 , 000 .co 
37 5 .00 

4,000.CD 

3,000.00 

9,000.00 
7' 500. G) 

12, 000 . CD 
1,000 . Q) 
1, 000. OJ 

500.00 
3?5.00 

12,000 .00 
'/ 50 e 00 

7, 500. CD 
500. CD 

b ,000.00 
1,000.00 

3,000.CD 

2,000.Q) 

100, 000 .CD 

lWTE. Inasmuch as liir . l: cKiernan, Attorney for these clients had served 
U8 with attorneys ' li en2 , we were co;:po lled to p rotect hiu•: <.LJ."d.er the 
.Illinois statute , to the am ount unde r his contra ct v.' ith ea.ch of h is 
i ndividual clients , this vms done , and in each release we also h a d 
a release f rom 11r. J,lc1Ciernun in fu+l on t he attorneys ' liens . 



R E L E A S E. 

WHEREAS, the uridernicned , Ge er c Hull 

Jci.r.:ipio t rator of t.he Estate of Gco :Tc Ho.11 , J r . , deceased, 

tl o.ims that .h i s decedent Gc orc;c :h ll , J r . had. been injured 

on or a.bout the 22nd d ,y of J'un° , A. D. 1922 , by certain persons 

or mobs at or near the property of the Southern Illinois Coal ''\ ....... ~ .... ,,..~ ....... ... ,,. .... _,..,..'""' ,,.,.,.,..,._...,_..._ ..... ~...:. ... --~-~- ... ~--_M 

Cm:,pv.ny in lilliarr.son County, I llinoi s , or between tha t point 

and t he Ci ty of Hern nt Illinois, by beinc beaten, uut,choked, 
~\'Qt'~ 

s truck , shot , ki cked, dragged , hanged and other wise assaulted 

and abused; and 

WHEREAS , the undersigned as such Admini s trat or claims 
/r,~:~-~-f!~ .o~, 

tha t the next of kin of said Rr;--::::"'"'-~11 i:,,,- · , deceased, 

suffered pecuni ary loss by reas on of the death of said de-

cea sed; and 

WHEREAS, the undersigned as such Administrator claims 

that the said i nj uries a,bove ref er red to were due to the \vil-

ful acts and misconduct of the Unit ed J:iI.ine Workers of America, 

lH strict 12 of the United Mine Worke r s of America, all of the 

Loc a l Unions of the Unit ed Mine Workers of America in .Jackson, 

Willi amson, Franklin and Saline Counties and Southern Illinoio 

Coal Cor::p any, as well as the negl i gence and omi ssion of duty 
.-

upon t he part of certain officers i n and for the County of 

Willi ams on, Illinois ; and 

WREREAS, t he unders igned as such Administrator further 

clai ms tha t said United Mine Workers of America, Distri ct ~ 12 

United }fine Workers of America. , said Loc al Unions of said 

Counti eB ~ f J acks on, Willi ams on, Franklin and Saline and the 

County of Williamson and Southern Illinois Coal Company are 

liabl e to hi..m· as such Administrator i n drunag es on account of said 

injuri es so alleged to have been received by said decedent; and 



WHEREAS, s aid Uni ted Mi ne Worker s of America , District 

1 q Uni t cd Min e Workers of Ameri ca , Dl l of said Local Unions of 

s r..i d U~i t ed llinc Worl:crs of .A:neric a in sni d Counties of .Tackson, 

Will i amson , FrnrJdin and Saline and the County of Wi lli ru:is on 

and Southern Illi ~ois Co al Company , deny , jointly ci r s everally, 

any and all liabil ity for said alleGed injuries or the ca~s es 

l eading there to; and 

V:HEREAS, the nders i e;ned and saJ d District 12 of the 

United Mi ne Workers of Americc:t , the Un i ted 1.tine Workers of 

Ar.1erica and Southern Illinois Coa l Company have agreed to 

settle and compr omis e the disput ed cl a i ms for damages ari s ing 

out of said alleged injuri es as ·claimed; 

NOW, TiillREFORE , by way of compromise and for and in 

consideration of t he sum of {<!700-cY;;<??.) 

Doll ars, c; ood and l awful mo ney of the United Stat es of America 

this day cash in hand paid to the unders i gned as cuch P~nunis-

trator, the receipt of which i s hereby acknowledged, does 

hereby rel ease said United Mine Workers of Anerica, District 

12 United Mi ne Worker s of .Amer i ca , ·all Local Unions of the 

United Mi ne Worker s of Amer ica in the Counties of .Ja ckson, · 

Willi amson, Franklin and Saline , in s a id State of Illinois, the 

Souther n .Illinois. Coal Company, · a cor poration, and its 

successors and assigns, and the County of Williamson, Illinois, 

from any and all cla i ms, actions , cau s es of action and damag es 

of evety ki nd and character wha tsoever to which the under­

signed is now ent itled or may hereafter become entitled, by or 

and whether dir ectly or indi rectly, specifically including in 

t his r el ease and covenant not to sue , all: officer s, members and 

local unions and other branches of s a id United Mine Workers of 

Americ a . • -i ' 



It being further expressly unders tood as a part of the 

cons iderati on for said payment that the sai d undernicned as 

such Admini strator sho..11 at once enter in writing l1is di smissal 

of any and a.11 suits no·w pcndinc in the Uni t ed States Cou rt or 

the State.Courts to recover upon the ab ove menti oned cause of 

acti on, and said dj.s r;-: issals to be at the cos t of the caid under-

signed , the plaintiff or petitioner in sai d suit s , includi nLl all 

act ions now pendinG before the Industrial Commissi on of Illinois 

fo r compensat ion thereunder . 

It being further specifically and expressly agreed by 

the undersigned , as such Adminiotrator, in consideration of the 

payment to him as above provided , · tha t he do es hereby covenant 

and agree not to sue ei t her United Mine Workers of America, 
' 

District 12 United Mine Workers of Americ a , any Lo cal Union of 

the Unit ed line Workers of Ame:rica in t he Counti es of J ackson, 

Wi l liams on , Franklin and Saline, Illinoi s , the Southern Illinois 

Coal Company or Willi&"Dson County , or any other pers on or peroons 

upon t he alleged cause of ac ti on above r ef8rred to. 

I t being further specif ical,ly and expres s l y agreed tha t 

said sum of money hereinabove menti oned to be paid to the under-

signed as such Administrator is the s ol e and only cons ideration 

whats oever for thi s release and covenant not to sue r:oving to 

t he said undersigned . 

I N' WITh""ESS l't'HE REOF, I have her eunto set my hand and 

s eal to this document and to one other docm:ient of identical 

words , fi gures , tenor and effect, thi s the z;?Q //.f- day of 

September, A. D. 1 923. 

Signed, sealed and delivered 
i n t~~e3 ence of : , 

/J-/~,u __ L&_; 



,, 

smATE OF ILLI NOIS. ( 
(SS : 

COUNTY OF COOK. ( 

. Before n e .,... I a notary Public, in 
( · 

and for t he County and Sta te af oresaid this day pers onally 

e.:ppeared • ~d'I Jfee ~ Administrator of the Estate 

dec eased, personally known 

to me to be s ame p er s on who signed, s ealed and delivered the 

above and forec;ohi13 release and covenant not to sue and acknow-

ledced that he signed . f:ie aled and delivered· the same as and 

for his fr ee and voluntary act and deed and for the uses end 

. :purposes t herein set far th. 

Witness my hand and notarial se3.l, this 

The a.1Jcve release has be en made by and 1vith the cons ent 

and a:pproveJ. of the undersigned: ,attorneys of r ecord of t he re-

leas or; and ·we hereby expresr.;ly rele ase any and all clai m or 

cl ai ms acc rued to us or either of us as such a t t orneys and 

agaim t eithe r Unit ed Mi ne Workers of Amer ica , Di strict 12 

United Mi ne Workers of Ameri ca , any Local Union of the United 

Mine Workers of Alneric a in the Counties of J"ackson , Wi lli amson, 

:Vrank3Jin and Se.line, Illinois, the Southern Illinois Coal 

Cor.1pany or Wi l liamson County by reason of our employment herein 

or by reaBon of any attorney ' s lien accruing hereunder to ne 

or either of us , 
-~ 

" , Da ted at Chic a r;o, Ill inoto, this ~ day of 
,: ,Sep tember, A. D. 1923 . 

d~P~-~=-~ 



.. 

EARL E . HOUCK 
LEGAL DEP ART MENT 

-«::"":>. '""""'"'°""=·-"""""""'3>...., .. ~ ........... .._..,ra.._ 
' \ A'"'"tl L IATED Vv'IT H 

A . F . o.- L. 

MERCHANTS BANK BLDG. 

Indianapolis,. Indiana~, 
"".:..--~ - ..,, . _ · · · ....:..·.A··;l';.~··-.,.,_.4•· ~·-·.,,...,- .. ..... r 

November 15, 19 23. 

Mr. John L. Lewis, 
1114 Merchants Ba nk Bldg. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

My dear Mr . Lewis: 

While I was in Fort Smith, Arkansas, in the 
Coronado case, I received a letter which Secretary­
Treasurer Green referred to me, from Joseph D. Irose, 
Attorney at Law, Ch i cago, Ill., advising that he repre­
sented a Mr . Sherman Holman who alleged that he was 
severely injured in the Herrin r).ot in June, l<il22; 
that hs contemp l ated suit against the International Union 
unless some compromise could be reached. 

On receipt of this letter I referred the same to 
Mr. A. Vl. Kerr, chief counsel for District 12, as I was 
lUlable to give it my attention at that time, and requested 
Mr . Kerr to take such action as he deemed advisacle . The 
matter was taken up by Mr. Kerr with 1ir. Irose and it 
later developed that there were seven claimants. After 
numerous meetings, Mr. Kerr advised me on November 8, 1923 , 
that he had agreed with the Chicago attorney that he would 
recommend settlement of the seven claims f'or the sum of 
$4500.00, and a sked that the transaction be handled in the 
same manner as in the p r evious settlement. 

Mr . Farrington called me at my home on Sunday, 
November 11, asking tha t I have Secretary- Treasure r Green 
draw a check made payable to Frank Farrington as President 
of District 12 for ~4500.00 and that he, Farrington, would 
meet me in Chicago on Novemb er 14th and endorse the check 
to me. This suggestion was carr)ed out by hir. Green and 
myself. I took the check to Chicago. Mr. Farrington en­
dorsed it to me and I deposited this amount in the Chicago 
Tn1st Company. and made full settlement of the following 
clai1ns : 



Mr. Lewis, p. 2. 

James Cummings 
Bernard Jones 
Charles Patterson 
Maurice T. Delaney 
John Jordan 
Anton Heipel 
Sherman Holman 

~;200.00 
500.00 
500.00 
400.00 

1000.00 
400.00 

1500.00 
$4500.00 

I am advised by Mr. J. o. McKiernen, who represented 
some of these claimants , as well as all of the claimants 
in the previous settlement, that this wipes out all of the 
injured men that he knows anything about. 'rhis cleans 
up all the ca ses that have ever been in the Compensation 
Courts of Illinois. 

Mr. Kerr advised me, confidentially, that he has a 
record of several additional people who were employed 
there at that time and who. may have been more or less in­
jured but there has been no claim made and there is no 
agitation from these people so far as he knows. 

I had no part in arriving at the amounts paid these 
claimants and only acted in a clerical capacity in writing 
the checks and taking the releases. hiy ru1derstanding is 
that the ~4500.00 is a loan to District 12. 

Yours very truly, 

EEH-LW. 



MERCHANTS BANK BLDG. 

t~<!~<!~.~p~~! ~ b ~~~<! ~~~f.!1-;. -.. 

November 27, 1923. 

Mr. John L. Lewis, 
1114 Merchants Bank Bldg. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

My dear Mr. Lewis: 

This will acknowledge receipt of a letter 
from Jones & Key, Attorneys, in re Ernest H. Renaud, 
alleged to have been injured in the Herrin trouble. 

I have written Jones & Key and advised them 
that the matter has been referred to Mr. A. w. Kerr, 
Chief Counsel for District 12, and have sent copy of 
my letter to Mr. Kerr, suggesting that he handle the 
matter as he sees fit. I have advised Mr • .Kerr that 
I am leaving tomorrow to b~ gon e for several weeks and 
have tendered my services upon my return. 

Yours very truly, 

EEH-LW. 



'A..f:.lf( 1 -1 ) 9 

_ : _;. . • 1 .DB i S , .!.. ~' < : i3 t • 
ULi t c 1..L : .• L , ( .. C 1'>1.. ~C :.: 8 ' 

L.L(J. :i.:.~ .. :.:rcli s , lr. d .. 

. . t . £-' # 1 ' t • i TT • ' - J .... 1 -• Or .. e l me c--f; O ..L 8 ~.l'Leu nae ,your ~ n l 01j !.LD-..l 8 8 CG CQ 
a rnJ.r;1b e r of cl~ci :i:S v1 ith the r;,cn tb..~ t ·;; ere sho 'i., u1 . at - ~ ~ e:i.·r:ir, 
June, 21 st .'..- 1~ ,~ :...21 .L . .J. 10~~2 . I mm one oi' tr.Le victi fi:s a n u v12,s 

shoe . l h& v a a bullet DOlLd ~Ld a bad scar ove r tLe l eft eye. 
I was otherwi se ~ounded so ttat l could no t ~alk fo ~ ~~ out t~o 
mon ths, cr.d hsv e itOt .fully r ec overe C. y Gt . ;,,.bout ttc L'l i ·i d l o 

· of ;,;c, rc h t h i s year I \·1ent to see an 1~tt orr,ey by the nar:e o f 
Lc~~iernan , v1.!10 or:e o f the ot he :r bo,y s thL· .. t vrnre down o.t ~~cr1·i (~ 
told me had hand l ed the s eti l emer.Lts for t hose that ~::ere pc:iJ . 

I do not thi Dk _t h i s lawye r is doing anything on my 
case as he seems to t r y and discourage me whenever l talk 

.,-: i th him abo ut it. :L' tere i s anotl:er 12.':.'yer that is ari.x i ous 
to get my ca se ELncl the cas e_s of' three other s r;i th v1hom no 
settle nie nt has b eeJj r;-1a de . Ee s a y s he is ab l e t o handl e t he 
c a ses bettor than :._cZie1· .nan a nd v1ill g et us R. lot of mone,y 
as he has the ba cking of plent y of fuI1cls v; i th n h i ch to f i g f'.t . 
Unle ss Lc Z: i errmn d oes s omet11irig in our cases i mmediate l y ,-.. e' 
are g o i n g to t ake the c E. s es out of :r. i s hands. I do not see 
:?:ilE:x w!1y you clo n o t sett l e v1ith us vfrwn you settled v1ith t.J:rn 
otlrn :cs . I onlJ- r1aLt ~ .... 2000 .oo and. I think the other fello ·;;s 
would c:rt tl e c heap i f tJey c ould get t he ir money without 
a l aw sul~. Le t me hear ;rom you whethe r you will s e t t l e 
\'.'it ["OU t a tl· i e. l . 

Yours t ruly , 



! I ' 
:-1': ·1 · }, ., •. 

EARL E , HOUCK 
LEGAL DE PARTME NT 

' 

/i 
i/ 

MERCHANTS BANK BLDG. 

AFFILIATED VVITH 

A . F. OF L . 

I_ndian.apolis! Indiana -. 

April 1'1, 1921. 

Mr. John 1 . Lewis , 
Merchants Bank Bldg . 
I ndianapolis, Ind. 

My dear hlr. Lewis: 

Miss Cromer, of your office, has handed me a copy of 
let ter to you written by Earl hl . hlankins regarding per­
sonal injuries alleged to have been received in the 
Herrin trouble. Mr . Kerr and I we re a dvised of this 
man along with three others when we were i n Chicago . 
We are looking after it and suppose some sort of a 
s ettl ement wi ll have t o made, but we have in mind to 
hol d these settlements up until as near June 22nd as 
we can. The statute of limitat ion goes int o effect 
two years after the alleged injury. 

We will no doubt have to make settlement with thes e 
people befo:e t hat time , but after tha t date all other 
cases will be outlawed. 

An inj1rnctio n suit ha s bee:.1 filed aga:Ln~3t us in Knox­
irille, '11enn . by the 1.rennessee- Jellico Company and 
the hearing i s set f or next Saturday the 19th at 
Knoxville. I am planning to leave about We dnesday 
an cl Ur. ~'la rrwn wi 11 o.rri ve there Frj_day . 

Yours truly, 

EEH-LW . 

P.S. I run return:i.ng clipping you handed me in 
Wash:L11g ton arn.l which I forgot to return • 

. e~/-



EARLE. HOUCK AF""F I LlA T E D WITH 

L EGA L D EPAR T ME NT 'i A . F. O F L. 

\\ 
\ 

MERCHANTS BANK BLDG . 

Indianapolis, Indiana . 

June Yf , 19 24 • 

Mr. John L. £ewis, 
1114 .Merchants Bank Bldg. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

Mr. Frank Farrington. 
Mine Workers' Bldg. 
Springfield, Ill. 

Gentlemen: 

We beg to advise that the undersigned, your representatives, 
met on June 6th with Mr. J. o. McKiernan, attorney, for 
certain claims as a result of the Herrin riot. As you 
will recall, settlement has previously been made with 
about forty claimants. Mr. McKiernan represents five 
additional claimants who have not as yet been settled with. 

We have known of these people for some time but have delayed 
negotiations with them as long as possible, knowing that 
the statute of limitation expires on June 22nd of this year. 
In other words, they cannot file suit against the organization 
after this date. We are advised by counsel that unless 
settlement is made not later than the 17th of this month 
that they will file suit in Federal Court in Indianapolis. 
We have every reason to believe that they are prepared to 
do so. 

We wish to make it plain that we both feel that Mr. McKiernan 
has been very helpful to us in these settlements and has 
been very fair to the organization. 

The following are the names and a brief memorandum of the 
injuries alleged to have been sustained by each of them 
and. the a.mounts asked. i 1• ;:; .:. tt;lement: -



Mr. John ~. Lewis, 
Mr. Frank Farrington, - p. 2. 

JOHN MILLER: 38 years of age. Lives at 63rd and Pine 
Sts., .New York, or rather claims that as his home. 
Married. One child 4 years of a ge . Was sent to Herrin 
the 16th or _l7th of June by .tlertrand as a waiter. Was 
in the line of March. Shot in right ankle. Had medical 
attention in ~t. Louis. Dr. u. R. Smith, next to post 
office. Hifle ball in back of neck. ~ractured right 
collar bone in falling on a stump. uot to St. Louis 
about three days after. Doctor bill ~60.00. In hospital 
about three weeks, m1able to work for about four months. 
~hinks he should have ~2,000.00. 

'fiiOMAS J. lvlCDONAJ.JD: 41 years old. Single. News butcher. 
Went down 20th of J·Ulle. Sent by Hertrand as laborer. 
Was on the truck leaving Carbondale when it was fired 
upon. Was not shot. Had to swim the creek and lost 
baggage. Wants ~150.00. 

EDWARD L. COLLINS: About 35. .Married. No children. 1l 1hree 
or four ribs broken. Was in line of march. Struclc with 
butt of gun. 1aid up three or four weelrn. Still bothered. 
Has placed no figure on his claim. 

EARL MANKIN: 23 years of age. Married since trouble. One 
child. Chauffeur by occupation. Was in the Dodge car on 
way to mine from Carbondale June 21st. Sent down by Har­
grave. Bullet wound leaving scar over left eye. Could 
not walk for about two months on account of bullets that 
crone thru the side of the car striking the legs. ]~hinks 
he should have ~2,000.00. 

c. E. BOYD: Operated electric drill. Was on the 
company truck and was fired on several times. Sustained 
severe injury on jaw and chin. Has large lump on chin, 
has several scars from club and butt of revolver on 
forhead and back of head. Was in the hospital at 
Carbondale several days. Asks for ~l,000.00. 



Mr. John L. Lewis, 
Mr.- Frank Farringt on, - p. 3. 

After a conference with Mr. McKiernan, we believe that 
we will be able to make settlement of the above cases for 
the sum of ~4 ,000.00 or less. Wi thout goir-g into further 
detail of the negotiations, we recommend to you compromise 
of these claims on the basis outlined above. 

Rexpectfully submitted, 

·~~ 



O F"F"I C C O F 

A . W . K E RR 

C HIEF" COUNSEL 
LEGAL DEPARTMENT 

ILLIN O I S MINE WO R t< ER S DLOG . 

S PRIN G rl ELO. I L L . DISTRICT N0.12. 

TELEPH O NE N O . 

F I C£ M . QQ~ RC <; M . 1tuif t\l! 
iltin1\ 31111rlt1\rs uf A1u1~rir;t 

AFFILIATED WITH A . F . OF L . 

Mr. John L. Lewis, Pres., 
United Mine Workers of America, 
Springfield, Illinois. 

Dear Sir:-

Inclosed joint letter of Mr. Houck and 

myself relative to what we hope a1·e the last of 

the Herrin personal injury cases. Mr. Houck 

advised that I mail it to you here in Springfield. 

J l/ DGE '· W. t~ERR 

CHIEF COUNSEL 
11• ILL . MINE: W0Rt<£RS B L O G 

5f'RINGF1£ LO, IL LINO I S 

JOSEPH A. L ONDR t G•\N 

ILL . MIN£ \VO Rl( E' R S BLO c;l 

SPnlNGFIEL D. I LLINO I !" 

r HOM AS A. M Ul'<PH Y 
'7TH F"LOOR 

• LL . MINI-; WORKERS DLC"'r.: 

SPR IN GF I ELD, ILL 

SA M W. GILSER1 
0E CA1"UR. ILLI NOI!" 

W. J. MACDONAL D 
3 23 MURPrtY BLDG . 

EAST ST . LOUIS , ILL 

JAMES B . LEWI S 
HARRI S BUR G , IL.LI NDI ~ 

:::;EORGE R. S TONE 
MARION, IL L IN OIS 

A. C. LEWt S 
BENTON, ILL . 

:; ENE RA L ATTORNEY S 

AWK VD Yours very tr. uly, Q 
~~~ 
~ 



\ , 

1114 Merchants Bar:.k Bldg. 11 
Ju.110 11 11 1924. 

Mro A. W., K61"r$-
Chief· courw el , District /}12, U.M.W. of Ae. 11 
Sprtngfield., Illinois . 

Dem. ... Sir: 

I have your favor of June 9th transmitting joint 

letter of yourself and Mr .. Houck w1 th fui .. ther relation to 

the Herr1.n personal inju.:r.-y enacs ~ :t thank you fol"' ;{OUI• 

courtesy in tl1a premises and w:tll discuss the t1a.tter with 

. Mr. Houck who will adV'isa you of my views thereon. 

Very truly you.rs, 

President. 

cc 

/~ 



\t ..... 

WM . J, SN E ED, 
PRESIDl!l'f'T 

AFFILI ATl:D 

W IT H 

A. F. O F I_, 

.· 

OFFICE OF THE P R ESID E NT 

115 FO RD BU ILDING, N ORTH P AV ENUE 

HERRIN, ILLINOIS 

~ 

Jcto~er l J , 1 922 . 

Lr. John L . Lewis, J:::res ident 
~nLm ~ ~:i..ne ,/0 1.'~Ce l'S ol' _·;;n0rica , 
114 i, ~ e rc h.<.:.nt s I3~rn. k Bldg ., 
i ndi anapoli s , Ind . 

Dea r sir and bro t h e r : 

I h a v e y our 1 ett e r of (Jc to b 0 1' 1~~ , r: i t:r~ inclosure , f or 
r.r.f"ict a ccept my than ~rn . I sh~l ll g o into tl:is u e:V0 .:;r 
in det a i l ~n d wi l l &dvise yo u with r ef0rence to it in 

TELEPHONE. 

OFFICE 7- R . RES . 103-1 

t}-"a next i':.;\i a_,_,.ys. Lay G a.~r -r:-.t.c t ..;ver;ytting in c onn0c tio:n 
·;:ith t 1:. e :p ro secuti on o:;::· tLG r.:rnn incLi.cted f o1· =:.' iot he rt.: , h :.1. s 
·cl:.e p1A .J ; ~1 i se o L c v·0ry c:: ttent io n l>.)s sible . '.;.' 11- e :J<::Li on a l ..c'ielc.'c 
J orkers ass i cS~-1 t:: d , h ~=i.ve bt:en ver~/ snccess:ful assisting tJ.1 e 
pro tect ion of every int0 r0st inv o lv 6~ i~ this ma tter . 

I t D~Y be , wh0n ~he court convenes for the he ~ ~ins of 
tJ~ 0 se Cb s es , ·t1 !.& l~ ·,, c Vl i J.l :~;. s .ir ~ro1.1 tJ 1-~ .. t :.Lr . l ~oI·Oert l-i t.1lls 
be s ent 1i 0rc; to co - o i; s:t ,_~ t1:1 ~.i. n d .:.:. ss i s t . '.2he r e c.pre :, r s to oe 
u g r·e :.::t 1i e u'.:-~ n ct. on the l: :. J..'t of t h e rnen i ·,1di cte cl , 1;a rtj_c t;_J.. s. rl~r , 
:.. ht<t ~' OU ;.;0f,1e to t :cc r i on in J rder t h0, t t h e-;r ms.-: cl.i;::c uss \. .i.. t h 
yo n t 11e ::: ffc.il'S env J l ve d . i.~~r .j u Jgrn ent is: t h:: t ·:·ou s1h )l.J..1 d. 
,co t h j_s sncl I do ·--·ot t :-1 in>c t}L.t it 1.r i l J. in w~r v•s~r cre.: ... te 
fr i c t ion or nuud;:.- the -.-i ::.c ter in t h e I; roceedt:i.re n o\·; est :~blisl:. e d , 
but -: ~• u:r :c :::: ., c;:,_ ra·;ce in thi s c o ~mt;'/ , v1ill h ~ve t h<3 eff:;;ct of 
Y>1 ,, 'r 1' 'n~ ::- t n',-, ... 1-~1e -n'o::. r• 0 o ·J_''' our or-'•'•.;Y\ 1' •7c -'··' o v"\ , · c ;·; ·:.11 ; s t '11 0<> ·::> ' - "'-"" ..n. b .. U: J .J.J t;; u 0 r-t .!. L..J t.:--. VJ. 11 , '-1. u \\lJ _ , .,... 1J V 

indi ct 2d , f e el t .:.>.t th0;>- o. r ;; b oL-:E ) ro"t ecteo. trJr:i e'.· er~r 
so urce c.1nd in every e l ement in the 1-.! j_ n 0:rs ul'G <:.,n i z ~, t.L o n . 

I appr ec i ~t a ve r y f ullVt h d t y Ju a re a v e r y bus y Llnn , bu t if 
1rou ccn c ome h0 .ce i o i· 'ev cm e. f' e°'"' hJurs , I t hin ~\: t!:. c~ t :/OU 
~v l 1 1 ci. ~; ree. i t wj_l l b e v,10 rth whi 1 e . 

Jith r efe renc e t o our di s c ussi on with refe r ence to appo i n t­
?nents lJ~/ t. !~ ~ ~o i.rer~o :- , !nc. ~.,' I =::; ~~~;- ~ ~1 1.t I l ~: -. v- d s.~. n (.!u -~- ·-. 1. 2.1 7::: .~ d t ·J 
:C1j_m C":.n U. ~n e i s very 11 es ir 0 ~1s J i' s ee ing i.1 nd t aL:,: j_ ng 1.: i th y ou 
.:c eL.ti 1.- e to t .i:.. c: fJk~tte rs dL:> c llssed by .6imu1e rma n , :; ,nusel t an d I. 

I 
I 

I 
I 
= i 
~ 



I -,·:o .l L i. s u _. -J s t ti;,,_ t w;_j_l e i n J .. :c l.n -·fL::lrl , ::ou _, , rr .:~n ,:· e ' 
C J c1~:' or e·, l)e .. 1. ti, 1~ i : 1 1 e. n ci i n £::!. l 1. :co o :.: bi lj_t :; , ;·Ju ·::i l l b e 
Sl.<.cc 0ssf:iJ_ in 1L;,vi:1g Jonn L.,imt1.::n r:1""i n pla c ed :Jn the Induti trL.-.1 
Cvi::ll1i s si on . 
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P, trons shou ld mark e.n X oppo. 
fl tho cl:lss of srryico dcsi rrd; Time Filed 
; HEHW ISE TH E MESSAGE 
ILL o.: TRANSMITTED AS A 
flJ LL·RATE TELEGR AM NEWCOMB CAR!... TON, PRESIO>:NT 

5cnd th~'foll~win ~ message, s ubject to t he t erma 
on .back h ereof, which ::ire hereby ol,1ret:d to 

tT ... . ~ ! "' ' • 1o ~·/ is 9 
11 ;~2 CS"\, ,J ;:-:;.J·•.)J"j CQ i.V·'.)Y:UG , 

~ ~:; ir j i ul~ , Il:i.ino is. 

GEORGE w. E. ATKINS, FIRST VIC E:· PRESIOENT 

I a-.i. l ~ 11: !.X> 1 i f'. , I :: t: l ::n:::. , 
· Oct . 2;;; 9 19 :::.; o 

H oCo.rr . 

yvl.l t 11 8 ~~ f f .·,~ il.' 8 envJlve d. . i~y .j u ~~?,1,ien-t i~:i , t;k t ~-0u si: J,U.cL 
.· .::i t his £:n d I cl_o ·r· Ot t :1i n~;;: ·t }L:. t j_t wi l l in 81~' ;i; c:y cr.:;c-:"te 
friction or nm d dy t h e TI ~t e r in the proce edure DOTI est a blished , 
but, ~,. our :o.:p 1~ ~s ra. : 1 ce in this c):mt~' , v·ill h .vo th<~ efi'0ct of 
r:1.:::;: i nG t he 1~ 1e:11b ers of our org;.:,n i z c.tio ~1 . a s \"iell ;.s t ll.Js e 
indict ad , fee 1 L:.. -.t th 0~~ o.. r ::: b e i ng l> r ot ect cd i" TJ D. a~7 e r y 
source ~nd in every eleLlent ln tl1e ~inars 0rGRn i z ~ti o n. 

I e.p1necL,t 2 ver~r i'ulll/ t h 1.i.t v0 u f.'. re a v erv ·ou s J i·:is.n , but if 
: ' OU c :cn C·.::> rna h.:: .L·e :['01: iuv ;.;n 2 ' ' ft;;:,r !101L s , Iv t hLn~:c ~t/"c:.t y ou 
wil l ag ree , it v1 i l l b e 1·;o rt l1 while . 

~ith r efe renc e to our di s c ussion with re f erence to a p point ­
ments by tD.e U-over"lo T , uw.:1 I sc.y t h; .. t I 1! .:.ve s :~n c.:c t a licad to 
h im c:.n u h e is ve-.c-y ti es ir0~rn of i:1e eing 1.~n d t aLd :ng '.'i i t!1 y ou 
.!." el .: ... ti,-e to t l.L a J1H:!. tt ers di s c :1ssc;d t :v- ~~ ·.? n_r: J.~ 1~n1.~ n , "I" .- ,, , "I""' ' "' _.,_ l _,_. ..- · - _, 

L. \ j L"-.J.. ....J "-'..!.......I- (.l. /. ~ \J.. I. 



Mr. J .-:: .II i ndr:nrsh, 
Riverto i , Illinois. 

De.::i.r Sir ~nl Brother: 

Sprin :;f iel cl, I ilinois, 
r.ovu nb er 29, 1922. 

In yoa r car:ipo.i5n for t he office o f .Prosi tlent of District :N o. 12, Unit ed 
1'i ine -.~:ork crr. o:f L::-.ar ica , I notice i n foe colu:rrr1s of tha Illinois :i;:lno :.r, us v:oll 
us in other _publications, thn t yo'.l n ro Jcv h 13 quite a c m troversy w ith ?resirum t. 
Fn:mJ.~ Fo.r r i ngton i n r·3'_;~!rJ. to whether or not ho m::i.d a s ta t e 1ron ts during t h0 r •Jcen t 
stri1."B in favor of the miners ·Of the Centro..1 Cor:Jp eti tive l<'ield a ccopting u reduc­
tio n in wages. 

If I understand President Farrington's statements correctly, he is .Jlonymd­
ing to yoa nnd to the rnombers o f' our orf;Llniza.tion in District lfo. 12 that ho is 
not q:.;.oted correctly a nd t hat he di d. not r:i.aka stnter.ienta such as c.bove referred to .. 
It rm.y be intere sting to you to 1mow that I have been roliably informod by men 
wrwse vera city c~~1mo t bo quo otiono d t hat Presi de n t Farr inr;ton did rrcke the sto. t e ­
n;on t t hat ths Centrol Cornpotitive F i e l dwo:.u d be obli ged to taY.e a l"oduot ionand 

. t."11.ut t hut was the on l y thing for them to do e I n orde r thnt this stn.ten:ent rrny bo 
verified., H ;:rou. will writ·.3 to t:r. Loe Hc.11 9 J? resiJ.ent of District T-: o. 6 9 75 
Rug:;ery Bl dg., C~lu..c~b v~s, Ohio , I am s1lre t hnt ho will t e ll you t hnt Pr~rrington 

did on :Or .a.bout July lOt..11 in the c i ty of 7fa sr.line;ton, DoC.~ r.BL:e t ho sta temen t to 
hi ::i tr.ct "the ;:i ino:rs ·;.0-:1.ld. bo co~:ipoll0 d to t ake a. reduction in wng-es and hr,d batte r 
quit f oOlir!g tbcmse lves a ny lon :;er." 

)V 

I u1~1 clso roli ;:;.bly infomod by Inte:i.~a tional Boa.rd r .enbor Sam Cuddy of 
Distri ct no. lO, :.;t ,: '.tO of \'/ashin5t or: , t hn t l.:r., Rol)ert H~rlin a n'i :t.!r . ~rnest HG1·1 rJmm. 
fo mcrly ? res i do 1H unJ '.);:;cret.:<ry 0f Di strict Ho. 10, I:" •• ::do ti1e stn t er:1 ,:;n t to him 
[:.nd to o ti:ers in Dir;t r lct Ro . 10 t hat Farrin gton said '\tho re i s bound t o:io n national 
r educ tion; t!1eN is no q ll3Stion a 'oout 1t; tha t font was t he feeline of tho Centra l 
Canp otitive Fi e ld n.ni for t hem to go b.'.lcl\: to Di str ict No. 10 and s l~n up a sca le 
for ~G.00 a day,nnd to hell with John L. Lew is.'' 

'those are sta. temonts th a t c.a n be veri:P.jetl by responsible poq;le. B.::i.ch of 
t he brot r..ors r.)3ntion ed in t i1 is lett er con verify t11em . I ar!l sendi:c i:; :yo'" fo is i n­
forr:iation witl1out aiw solidit.:.'l ti.on on your pG.rt w-idlrn.vo in mind only a li.esire to 
ha ve tho r:Br:ioors i1ip of Dtstrict ;;;o. 12 correctl y infonnod a s to the a l'i titude of 
their district presi OD nt during t ho r e cent gren.t stru!:{; lo to mainto. in w~ges and 
conditions of em_? lo~nnent, pnrticu.larly in the Central ComIDtitive field. 

Trusting this info imat ion will be of some serv ice to you. I be !~ to r emain 
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.--IN. PRES . 

· 'l!!nite'b 

i.:lr John 1. Lewis. 

Indianapolis, Ill. 

uear oir and Drother; 

JOHN T. MORRIS.sEC"Y-TREAS 

Dec tith, 1922. 

1 have good reasons to beleive that you 
are interested in the selection OI a ci.istrict ~resident in 
~istrict 12,1 am opposeu to the present oriicers an~ have 0 
been I·or a goon many years in f'ac t l have never been for 
.b'arrington in my life ana. ne Knows it, and. the machines influence 
has been used. against me on numerous ocoasions,we have a good 
chance to get ri~ of .l!'arring ton in the coming election and. 1 

beleive tha t you can assist the men in Illinois to pull the thing 
through, we have about dUU co~ored men in this ~ub ~istrict and 
1 Deleive that ii we haQ a good. man to put in a few Qays amongst 
them that t.ney woulCi. go a gainst the macnine, f wish you could 
see your way cle a r to send 0rganizer Prentice into ~aline County 
to work amon6st the colored. men l am sure that all ot the members 
who are i n terested in the welfaTe of the organization will apprec­
iate it very much, the actions of ~arrington in the recent strike 
proves to everyone that he is not for the miners whom he is 
supposed to represent, he started in before the last election 
to ciiscredi t Jrou 1·or the x:&x purpose of running you out o:i:' the 
Mine \'. orke rs Organiza tion but I beleive that he will be the one 
to get run out, if it is at all pos s ible senQ Prentice over~ 
here and. iI. it is not asking too much a little assistance with 
the other voters would be acceptable as well, I have no fear of 
my own election but ~x W·JUlQ like to see the machine sma shed 
of course I may get r oolea the machine are working a gainst me 
hard I woulunt Llose very muc11 if I was to t;et beat but l think 
I will get over alright. 

'l1rusting that you will be able to comply with rny request, 
I am 

iraternally vours " . 
c/t\b _ . 
0, f/T~. 
:)ec. '.rreas. 

I 
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United i:.'.fne l"Jorkers of 1\.mer·ica, 
Hax•••1 sbu:;:·g,,. Ill:t.no:ts. 

I app1•ec:t :.1 te your lotter• of the 5th nrld will g:.tve 

I nm glnd to knoy; you 

elected~ 

VJith the oompl:i.me:nts of' the sea son; ! am 

Vel~ ~ .. uly yours, 

President. 

L:G 

f V 
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