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To: rvfile Clark 

From:Tom Throop 

Date: August 29, 1995 

RE: President Clinton's visit 
'· 
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Jvly notEs are poor. Apologize for not thinking of assuming a scribe roll. 

NOTES 

, -. - ·: ·~·· 

I. Properly selected and packaged, environmental issues are v. .. inners in the West. 
2. Noran<la; "vvrong place" ai.""1.d '"too risky." 
3. ESA: - "strongly support the premises" on \Vhich the ESA 1\'\.lS adopted. 

- "vigorously oppose legii;lation that weakens the ESA." 
- reference to improvi..'1.g ESA implementation du.ring re-aut..'1orization. 

4. Vigorously reject efforts to privatize public lands. 
~ Must cor>iront \ ..... ise use proponents and the extremist in Congress ivho carry their 
agenda. 
6. Work on and tract the "quilt" (Ray's term?) of small environmental successes in the 
region/Vv'est Establish a system t9.show a pattern of progress one year from now . 
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Mike--
here are Kathy Hadley's notes from the President's meeting with conservationists 
on Friday, 8/25. Let me know how you want to adjust this. 

It was Kathy's understanding that Hillary agreed to make resources from her 
office available, and the President said he'd make CEQ staff available to work with 
conservationists in the future. What exactly they'd work on was "very mushy," but 
the Clintons supported the idea of having this meeting again, as a continuation. 

Topics discussed: ESA, water quality (in very general terms), New World Mine, 
1872 Mining Law--which the President said he didn't like at all; he said Sen. 
Bumpers had been trying for years to get it changed and they would get it done, 
they were close--also discussed public lands, which MWF (Tony J.) was very 
interested in. Talked about how the President should make public lands an 
electoral populist issue. People live here for the quality of life, and the public lands 
are part of our culture, and many many people use them--all of us do. It could be a 
wjnning strategy for him, to support protecting those lands. 

The President was well informed on ESA. He didn't make any commitments, but 
he was still excited about feeding the wolves. 

Hillary thought the #1 thing we could do would be to get national environmental 
groups to work together; Wise Use had succeeded in fracturing us, and we were 
losing votes because we couldn't work together. 

The President talked a little about his experience that one day in the Park, seeing 
Americans of all walks of life enjoying the wildlife and natural resources. We 
have to protect these natural resources for people, regular people, who can't 
afford expensive backpacking trips. He focused on people, protecting public lands 
and the park. 

After this meeting, a bunch of conservationists went back to Mammoth in a van, 
with Ray Clark of CEQ. (Mike Clark wasn't privy to that conversation.) 
Ray said that he thought it had been a very good meeting, very successful. And he 
thought the meeting should have a name. The conservationists suggested "Barn 
Meeting," and Ray said, "Yellowstone Summit." They said fine. Ray said this was 
one of the best meetings he'd been to (Kathy suggested to me that he may be paid to 
say this), and that the President hasn't met with any conservation leaders since 
he's been president. Ray asked about doing this again in a year, same place, same 
time. Meeting with the President? Ray said yes, the President or Vice President. 

They also talked about Ray being a contact for future work that we could do 
together, MT WY conservation people. Ray said he had to take it up with his boss, 
Katie McGinty. Because he doesn't make those decisions. 
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MEETING WITH CONS~HVATlON LEADERS 
IN GREAT FALLS 

P.F.RITA\iE INN 

Michct~l Cld!.k D.i.1·eclo1· G1·eater Yellow5tone Co.3lition 

Luu.i.S8 Bruce: Di rE;c:t.or Montc:tna W.ilde.rness As5nc:iation 

Mark G<..H.ld~ P1~s.ide11\. G.t:eat Falls Chapter MWA 

MicJ1a.e1 Scott Nurth(~1·n Rc,c:kies Director Wilderness Society 

Tom France Natiundl Wildlife fedcrfttinn 

'l'tJ11y J8w~tt D)rei::tor Muntana Wildlife federation 

.Ju.: Lampson Pat Wi 11 i i~m:; o 1' f i C.P. !Ie l cna 

~i kA Clctrk inlro 

Pdt/I3ruce -- opening L.·~mu.rks 

>1.i. k u Cla1· k ~dth regioricil ove1v.i.1± w of issue~ ann need for political 
>. . '.1arenes::i/ purpose of mcr.t.ing 

·.-:1 ¥,t=: Scott c,,.111 t.li.: s~ecific view of northwest./western 
..: unserveit. io11.ist.::; .:.tboul recent is ~u~s like salvage, grazing 

~·um Frnnce will Llu prnl:t..i..c:.::il lssues and solutions -- view from the 
S!)OCtsmeh CdUCUt; 

l.trn.ise l3ruce 011 liow Lu use kc~y issue::; els .:i tool in grassroots 
orqanizution 

1SSU£S: 

J: £3uil<.liny environmer1tcil ~uppui:l in the west; Taking c.:ontrol 
of r.he "wisl~-us~" aqendd; buildilly on sirnpl~r sportsmen themes, 
ul) J.i !:-'11 rn the l iuuk oiHl 1.Jullet crown is where conservationi!:3t 
popu1 ii-;1t1 .l.S best pn.~ :..;~nl.t=u. TJ·it!re is a need for setting an agenda 
,-jr i d :·io: )\:St 11· ~1.t . lll~J Lhl:' •: .. ;:in:-:;r:rvative oyt-1) (ia drive the publil: 
d <' h.; t e . t t 11:' S (>. r. r· P. 'C a :r y · s t.' i y h t . on be ha l t u f t Ii ~ µ r.t r k s .i n L h .i. s p a s t 



bud q e t r o u n d i ::-; f: x a 111 p 1 e u f ho"'' i s h 11 e s s ho u 1 d be d n n e . 

k thcrr~ have been mist.=ikes in 
cons1:". : · vctlionist.s/Admini~1ration hiindJ ing ul' issues, most 
the sdlvage L·imbcr .:itfa)r, or qrnzinq r1nd the new r~gs. 

~void these types nf issues. 

the 
not01bly 

How to 

·>< typP.s nf issue!:> thnt work; access, ant.l sale 
lands, fjsh, rnininq, clean water rlnd cndangC!red species. 
r~ise lhese issues in vlsihili~y. 

nf public 
How· uo we 

-1< !low Crln folk:,; connect~ with White House on these issues t'ind 
the next r:.=impai~m 

" n e C-? d f u i: west 1:> r n · c n v i r on men t n. l 1 e pl.. e s e 11 L .:it. i v e on P res i n en t ' s 
advisor Stdlf. 
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