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Date: August 29, 1995

RE: President Clinton's visit

v

My notes are poor. Apologize for not thinking of assuming a scribe roll.

NOTES
I. Properly selected and packaged, environmental issues are winners in the West.
2. Noranda; "wrong place” and "too risky."
3. ESA: -'strongly support the premises” on which the ESA was adopted.

- “vigorously oppose legislation that weakens the ESA."

- reference to improving ESA implementation during re-authorization.
4. Vigorously reject efforts to privatize public lands.
5. Must confront wise use proponents and the extremist in Congress who carry their
agenda. '
6. Wark on and tract the "quilt” (Ray's term?) of small environmental successes in the
region/West. Establish a system to.show a pattern of progress one year from now.
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Mike--
here are Kathy Hadley’s notes from the President’s meeting with conservationists
on Friday, 8/25. Let me know how you want to adjust this.

It was Kathy’s understanding that Hillary agreed to make resources from her
office available, and the President said he’d make CEQ staff available to work with
conservationists in the future. What exactly they’d work on was “very mushy,” but
the Clintons supported the idea of having this meeting again, as a continuation.

Topics discussed: ESA, water quality (in very general terms), New World Mine,
1872 Mining Law--which the President said he didn’t like at all; he said Sen.
Bumpers had been trying for years to get it changed and they would get it done,
they were close--also discussed public lands, which MWF (Tony J.) was very
interested in. Talked about how the President should make public lands an
electoral populist issue. People live here for the quality of life, and the public lands
are part of our culture, and many many people use them--all of us do. It could be a
winning strategy for him, to support protecting those lands.

The President was well informed on ESA. He didn’t make any commitments, but
he was still excited about feeding the wolves.

Hillary thought the #1 thing we could do would be to get national environmental
groups to work together; Wise Use had succeeded in fracturing us, and we were
losing votes because we couldn’t work together.

The President talked a little about his experience that one day in the Park, seeing
Americans of all walks of life enjoying the wildlife and natural resources. We
have to protect these natural resources for people, regular people, who can’t
afford expensive backpacking trips. He focused on people, protecting public lands
and the park.

After this meeting, a bunch of conservationists went back to Mammoth in a van,
with Ray Clark of CEQ. (Mike Clark wasn’t privy to that conversation.)

Ray said that he thought it had been a very good meeting, very successful. And he
thought the meeting should have a name. The conservationists suggested “Barn
Meeting,” and Ray said, “Yellowstone Summit.” They said fine. Ray said this was
one of the best meetings he’d been to (Kathy suggested to me that he may be paid to
say this), and that the President hasn’t met with any conservation leaders since
he’s been president. Ray asked about doing this again in a year, same place, same
time. Meeting with the President? Ray said yes, the President or Vice President.

They also talked about Ray being a contact for future work that we could do
together, MT WY conservation people. Ray said he had to take it up with his boss,
Katie McGinty. Because he doesn’t make those decisions.
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CONTROVERSIAL NEW WORLD GOLD MiNE

QUESTION: ~
Mr. President, my name is Sue Glidde'. and I've owned and operated a
general store in Cooke Cm Montana, for 18 vears with my husband.
A Canadian mining company i§ propos.ag 2 JoI& mine just 2.5 miles from the .
Northeast entrance to Yellowstone Natighal Park, approximately 120 miles south
of Billings, which thr eatem Yellowston@ Naglona! Park and Wyoming's only Wlld
and Scenic River, the Clark's Fork of thé frﬂo“ stone T
Park Superintendent Mike F aley Montana Sen. Max Baucus, B 1tonal :
boards of local and pegional Bewsp jér: @ind citizens of Montanga aud yémmg :
have voiced strong Oppositidn to this :
The United Natiors World "
threats to Yellowstong; a site it
Mz, President, What will
crown jewl, Yellowstolie Natio

e Committee I8 inves tlgatl these ‘
¢ ibes as ‘an outstanding universal value," o #°

10 to ensure the protection of our nahons i
‘*f’«"k? \

Juos L0n. i
o site. I know its on pnvate lan b
q from (the)Clark('s) Fork. ‘

length about this. I asked him to %
sAhe could walk me through this
'\ do now,, as vou know there h:
o this and Sen. Baucus has se
binks oucht to have to be met beft
1galt Statement,and I guess T

(RO A

PRESIDENS CLINTONS
First of all, let me%ha
I'm very worried aou
its only a couple of miles f¥
I gpcke with Sen, Ba)
take a car ride with me forfabodt 15,mi
and all of his coneerns. What'T helighe W\!
to be a chvironmental #Mmpact ¢ statemen )
Qut fiye very spemn/we’\tra high standards
the ,té‘approval ‘under any Environmen |

VOu fOI‘ tht
t hecause %1 ¢
Yelawstone

Wou d hpve to tell vou that's the way [ feel!

hink that the people of Montana i
he exira mile because of the unique plac !
pre- udge the Environmental Impact Stat;
& oyud be make on the merits.

e Bub it just stands L0 veason, giv:
the rnmmg project, that it's going to h:
can be'absolutely certain you're not dofnina
Yeal Vv-‘ﬂnt ;

And ne amount of gain that could cog
permanent damage to Yellowstone. §
So you just need to be Siire and ou :

titled to know thet we have gone
,e thig site is, And I don't want to
h( lieve most of these decisions

mlmgs and the othe; P LA
deet a wry h 1gh btandard before you‘




Liw’ S a2 -t e P P—

MEETING WITH CONSERVATION LEADERS

IN GREAT FALLS

FERITAGE INN
Michael Clark Director Greater Yellowstone Coalition
Louise Bruce Directror Montana Wilderness Association
Mark Goode Piresident Great Falls Chapter MWA
Michael Scott Northern Rockies Director Wilderness Society
Tom France National Wildlife Fedcration
Tony Jewett Divector Mentana Wildlife Federation

Jue Lampson Pat Williams office llelena

AGENDA

Mike Clark intro

Pat./Bruce -- opening remarks
shout presentAtions »

Mike Clark with regional overview of issues and need for political
owareness/ purpose of mceting

“ike Seott Ll the S pecific view of northwest/western
cunservationists about recent issuves like salvage, grazing

Tom France will do practical issues and solutions -- view from the
fportsmen caucus

Louidge RBruee ongdiows Ly luse ke alssawesivas dailitool | in igrassroots
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1SSUES:

* Building envitonmental support in the west:; Taking control
Of the "wise-use” agenda; building on simpler sportsmen themes,
appeal o the hook amd bullet crowd is where conservationist
pepulism 18 best presented:.  Theje is'a nesed’for setting an agenda
dAmdl Sar et etintngl itliel ShonseEr vatliveladendal ideive hithe i naldl A
debate. the Secretary's fight. on behalt of the parks dn this past



budget round 1s example of how issues should be done.

% tihe nie have been mistakes 1/ the
conservationists/Administration handling of issues, most notably
the salvage Llimber atfair, or grazing and the new regs. How to
avoid these types of issues,

* types of issues that work; access, anti sale of public
lands, fish, mining, clean water and cndangered species. How do we
raise Lhese issucs in visibhilirty.

* How can folks connect. with White House on these issues and
the next campaign

* need for western . cnvironmental representative on President's
advisor staff.
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