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INFORMATION Nlendora, Califorais

Inquiries April 16, 1943

¥r. J. Bubiastein

Columbis Laboretories, Ine.
5111 South Xain Street

Los Angeles, Californie

Dear 8ir:
Several weeks ago you discussed the subjeet of bitterbrush (Purshis

tridentata) with Mr. Sinclair. We mede inquiry of our Berkeley Off
the following answer was refeived.

ice,

*Bitterbrush is one of the most important range browse plants in the
Wastern atates., In Califorats it grows mainly esst of the 3ieryrs Cancads
Divide. It occours as scattered plants in some localities snd forms dense
stands in others. It has basn weakened or killed by gresing, fire, gird-
ling by rodents, or dsfoliamtion by eaterpillers throughout s large pars of
its renge and special studies are now in progress to determine methods
whereby this valuable browss cen de rehabilitated snd mads to produce more
forage on these areas.

"The common names quininebrush and bitterbrush have been used beoeuse of
the presence of a very bitter substence which oceuwrs throughout the plant,
The chemicel ccmposition of this bitter element hes not been determined
although 1t has been isclated by chemists who mads some pharmacologisal
studies of the plant and ssed. The nutrstive value of the plent wes also
determined through chemical anelyses by rauge techmieiens. References to
thess works follows:

Ksnnedy, P. Beveridge, and Sanford C. Dimsmore., 1909. Digestion
gptgmmn on the range. Neveda Agr. Exp. Sta, Bul,
. PP

Nets, C. V., C. H. Rogers, end G. L. Jenkins. 1940. A
Phytochemiocel and histologieal study of Pur % dentata
(Puroh) D. C. Amwr. Pharm, Asmos., Jour, m%‘ o 2

Stoddart, L. A., and J. B, Oreaves. 1942, The composition of

summe renge plsnts in Utah, Utah Agr., Expt. Sta. Bul,
305. 22 pp.
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Trimble, Henry,. a tridentats, D. C. Amsy. Jour,
' " Pharm, 61.: %

e are not sware of sny other chemical snslyses that heve been made of
bitterbrush,.”

Very truly yours,
J. D SINCLAIR, Senior 3ilvieulturist

JERGME B, HORTGHN, Xssistant Forester
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