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- The population of the Blsckfaet Indian »z2sovvotion in Yori na is
about 350C, nnd thsre should be of this number bout 1700 dulis
w0 gan ~u=lify ns voters, The Asency of the Blackfeet Indinne is
at Browning, loniona, and the Sup rintendent of ¢ne Blockfcet 1s

. Porrest . Stone. The former Supsriniondent of the Bleczfa:t, who

18 now in char-e of the gzneral surervision of =11 the Iandinsn

Res>rvations in Yonisna, Idzho, “ashinstonand ¥erth Dakota, is
T ?rsd C. Camcbell, Mr, Carpbells hesd-unriere nre at felena, Vonte
- aba,
Qhe ancient tribal orranization of the Blsckfeet has wore or less
“broken down, szlthoush meny of the old societies and orders of the
tribe are now in active exicience, nnd the ofiicers of these
socleties co mand a certain rescect from the rembers of the tribe,
The Blackfeet now fuanction through a tribal council, and Joe
Erown, who is aﬁ the Agency at Rrowning, is Preseident of the tribol
ﬂﬂoﬁﬁoil. Robert J. Ha ilton of Browning is a former Prosident of
.'.tho tribal council, Yr, Brewn =nd *r, Hamilton represent factions

on the_Rss@rvation wshich are hostile to ench other. It is undere

stood, however, that MNr, p§m11ton is not at prz2sent very active in
rﬂﬂf?&tlon politics,

ng the Superintendency of Frad C. Campbell a five year farming
rgm wae organizad to >tivulate acriculture among these Indians,
Campbell found the Blackfeet living in swrall zroups or bande
Q;@d»over the Resorvation, and he orzanized these bands into

; or pranges, each under the directlion of the headman of
a, and each chapter named for its headman. This organization
“11 in existence and funotioning. A list of the chapters with

af their headmen can be procured at the Acency. ¥r, Campe

ﬁg};me Special Collections Montana State University-Bozeman Do Not Duplicate Without Permission



-

vell at Helena will also be familisr with these diffarent chopiers,
A convas of the Chapter heads should be the -uickest rethod of
canvassine the vote on the Ressrvation,

There are two factions on the neservetion, or rather two vrincipsl

- facotions,., That reprssented by »r, Hamilton was hostile to the five

year agricultural program and to SupsrinteNB&NY Canpbell., The
faction now represented by Joe nrown is friendly to the program

and the cSup=rintendent. A majority, it is belisved, of the old

long hairs and the influential o0ld time Indians of the tribe line

up 2ith the five year program and pro agzency faction, while many

of the English speakine Indisns are with the opvosition. Of course

& large nuwber of the Indians =sre apt to bz nsutral, that is,
sometimes backing one faoticon, and sometimes the other, This ie
poinied out because the support of one faotion may mean oopposition
by the othar faction as a lozical consegquence.

It is not belzived that ssneral political is-ues wil® be of much
interest 1o ithese Indizns, Logal 1ssues sre with them of paramount
impo: tance, These i:-sues are a degire for the spesdy ssiilement

of thelr tribal olaims agsinst the United States, a settlement of
certain iandiviaual e¢lsims arainst the United <Siaves, oll development,
and ailotments for after born children, thst is, children born after
ooepletion of she allowumsnts. The great tribal claim of thaese Indi=ns
is to be tried in the Court of Claims this year and will orobzbly be
afgued before the Court before the election, But Congress will have

to approprizte any money due upon such judgment as may be rendered by

: ,_ths Court. Individual olaims may be many and various, but one in

bgint is8 & claim asserted by Dic: Kipp for the loss of his grand=-
fakhar in the Baker massacre, 1t is thourht that the claim 1s not

#00d in point of law, but such matters will have to be handled with
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cne of the prrincipal old tin'e chiefs of the Ples=ans, one of the

0ld .,en Comzrades of the Brave Dor Society- a military ordere

care forward to shake hands with and ereet the Th-2ler Cor irtee,

Senator Wheeler ordered silence. Mountain Chief 1g¢ blind and does

not understand En-lish, snd continued to advance to greet the

{ Comnittee, and make them welcéme among his people, The cenztor then

commanded corder, and said he would have Mountain chi £ thrown out

of the hall 1f he did not keep still., ¥hen this was explained to

Mountain Chief he withdrew, statins that he would not stay where he

#as not wanted. Two sepsrate renorts have come in on thisg incident,

-and both agree that the result of the incident was a rost unfavorable

lmpression created among the Blackfeat toward Cenantor wrhez2ler,

These Indlans are more or less sticklers on the propriecties of 1ife

ond ere not likely to overlook deliberate rudeness., If poscible

Cenator Zhesler should campaion for ~enator walsh amon~ the

Blackfest,

In dealing with the older Blackfeet whoever makes the canvass should

bs czareful to dress well sand be most courteous in his conduct toward

them, If such a person lobks down on Indians, 'nd zdopts 2 superior

attitude as that of a white man instructin-» people whom he regards

@8 01s inferiors, it will be quickly noted, and such a man will not

get very faxr, In dealing with thege Indians I have found thenm to

be uniformly truthful, and that when they once sive their word they

keep 1t, but they may be slow to give it, or if they ép not want to
}1 promise a thing, a sanse of courtesy may oblige them t0 equ1vocqte.
The first thing to be done on the npecervation is toiget & list of
the Chapter heads from the Agency and make s persona# canvass of
@ll of them, This should take some weeks ns these peéple‘enjoy

oconferencese, and draw them out. Much tobscco may be sﬁoked, 80 the
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knowledge, and the white manis acrulsitiveness =8 to gaining
and ieﬁying property, Many of them are handie vn:2d by a lack

of knowlddge of our lsnsuage and our custors, snd no more
uvnderstand, than the average white man does, the intricate
operations of our poverament and the strance conclusionspy f 1 ¥éd
arrived =t, and the stranger overations of many of our laws,

and our legal procedures, But I believe that the RBlackfest

%11l be found to be equip ed with a hipch asverace of mental

#bility and nztural shrewdness, 2aspaclally some of the older
ones., In this I know that many able obeervers disagree with me,
but nevertheles= I adhere to this opinion.

The Blackfeet will also be found no strangers to political
inirigue, =and »nyone naking a canvass of this tribe in the
belief that he is dealine with a lot of simple minded sons

of the prairie is apt to find hinmself badly mistaken,
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