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Proceedings of Meeting of April 26, 1952, of the
Tribal Business Council of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe
On The Question of Home Rule.

The meeting was called to order by the Chairman, Whitney J. Agard.
Roll call as follows:

Robert McLaughlin Henry Fasthorse
David Blackecloud Paul Red Tog

Louis Thief John Tiger

Sam Crowghost Wm. Village Center
Mary Longchase Wm. L. Gipp

Members of the Area Office Staff present were as follows:

Jd. ¥. Cooper, Area Director

Graham Holmes, Area Counsel Attorney

Louis Holloway, Administration Ass't., MRBI
Glenn Landbloom, Supervisor of Fxtension
Carl W. Rawie, Forest Supervisor

Bud Ward, Auditor, Area Credit Division

The Chairman then proceeded to relate to those present the purpose of the
meeting. He called on ¥r. James E. Curry, Tribal Attorney, to bring them up to
date on the subject.

Mr. Curry. This question of home rule for Standing Rock Indians arose about
eight months ago. At that time, a delegation was going to Washington and the Council
adopted resolution No. 53. This resolution said in effect the same thing that was
later presented by the delegation to the Assistant Secretary of the Interior.

The delegation was composed of Josephine Kelly, Wm. L. Gipp, Martin Medicine
and David Blackcloud. Two of those delegates are still here and two of them are no

longer members of the Council. The way they presented the propesition to the Assist- - .

ant Secretary was as follows:

"This morning we asked for a conference about the Tribe taking over control
of tribal affairs. We would like to obtain from you a statement about how
the Department will go in granting us this power. You set a conference fo
three o'clock tomorrow afternoon and asked us to submit an outline for di
cussion. We have given this matter a great deal of thought. We have decided
to limit ourselvwes to the following request: /

"We wish you to grant to the people of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, subject
to their acceptance at an election, the power thru their Tribal Business Council
to do the following things without limitation and without supervision by the
Department except to the extent that such limitation or supervisien is required
by laws :

(a) To control all their tribal funds.

(b) To handle the leasing or management of their tribal lands and personal
property and to prevent disposition of said lands.

(c) To hire any necessary employees, to mszke contracts and to do any other
things necessary to conduct tribal business affairs.

"We hope you will give us an answer at tomorrow's meeting as to whether you are
willing to do the things we have requested above."
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Louis Gipp and Dave Blackcloud will remember that we went over and talked
to the Assistant Secretary and he said that he would refer the matter to the Indian
Bureau and ask for a prompt reply as to their recommendation - so that he might give
us a prompt reply.

At more or less the same time we had a big discussion with the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs. As I remember, very little was said at that conference about
this matter but later it turns out that more was said than I remenmber. '

Things went on, and we got no answer from Mr. Doty, and I wmrote several
letters in which I urged him to give a prompt answer. The last one that I wrote was
dated December 17, about three months after we had submitied ths proposition to him.
I am not going to read that letter, because I used words like telling him that he
was stalling and so on. That is nobt the spirit of this meeling and we are not going
to bawl anybody out.

So I won't read that letter but I would like to read Mr. Doty's reply, becauss
I think that the answer that he gave is the basis of this meeting.

In that letter he said:

%This will reply to your letter of Uecerber 17 in which it is purported
that the Department of Interior 'is stalling the Standing Rock Sioux Indians
in connection with their request for control of their own affairs.!

"The Standing Rock Sioux delegation met with Commissioner Myer and me at
the time of their visit to Washington in September. The Comrissioner teold
the delegates that he was ready to sit down to work out with them an anglysis
of the problems on their reservation and that such an analysis would involve
& thorough review of the whole Standing Rock situation. He indicated that this
vould require some time and work on the part of the Standing Rock Tribal Coun-~
¢il. It was indicated that it would be necessary to review all of the services
now provided by the Federal Government related to Standing Rock resources and
community services in order to see if some procedures could be worked out to
realize the Tribal Council's proposals. The Commissioner promised that Bureau
personnel would be made available to work with the Tribal Council, or its ap-
pointed committees, in studying these objectives if they wished.

*In October Messrs. Hill, landbloom, Holloway and Holmes, Bureau enployees
from Washington and Aberdeen, met with the Standing Rock Tribal Council over a
reriod of two days. Discussions on the topics at issus were held and certain
cuestions were raised as to the method and mamner in which projects and enter-
prises of the tribe were being handled. More specifically, doubts were expressed
within the Tribal Council as to the propriety of certain transactions which had
been effected on the Standing Rock Reservation by some members of the Tribal
Council. Since the Tribzl Council was either unable or unwilling to resolve
those difficulties at the time, the Bureau employees left afier saying thab
they would be glad to discuss these matters at any time desired by the tribe."

Now I would like to stop quoting from that letter and interpret what this
correspondence means. First your Tribe passed the resolution asking that you be
given control of your own property, as far as management is concerned - not as far
as selling is concerned but as far as management is concerned,

Doty says in reply, "You have to do a lot of work." The language they used
is "aralysis of the problems facing the reservation." They say you have to do a lot
of things before you can know if you can get this control,

They also said that there was some question raised by he Council about some
presurably dishonest things that have been done and they indicated the Council really
didn't want to go ahead because of this dishonesty business.
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Now the purpose of the meebting today I think is to settle these two
questions: First, is there any hesitancy on the part of the Council about going
ahead? Unless there is some question, I think we can just presume the Council
wants to go ahead with this proposal that was first submitted by the delegation.
If not, then I think we want to know, secondly, from the Area Office what this
analysis is and what all this work is that they want us to do, to give the Tribe
control of its own property.

Further, in the same letter, the Assistant Secretary said:

"The Commissioner again reiterated his interest in trying to work out a
thorough and timely program by which there would be a larger measure of self=-
determination at Standing Rock. The offer was again made thal the Bureau of
Indian Affairs was ready to consult and cooperate in this effort at any time.
To our knowledge, there has been no move on the part of the Council Yo arrange
for a further program meeting."

Now from that sentence I took it that what they wanted us to do was to arrange
for a further ®program meeting.® They thought they had previocusly told the Council
that. As a matter of fact, I didn't know it and none of the Councilmen knew it.

So, reasonably promptly after this was received, we asked for a program meeb-
ing with a view to getting an answer to the questions that we asked. I think, unless
the Chairman has something else, that it would now be up to the Area Office peopleto
say Jjust what they want us to do as a condition to gelting an answer to our questions.

Graham Holmess I don't remember that I attended all the meetings referred
to in that letter. Bubt I know that several members were here.

To our surprise and to the surprise of a great many of the Council; it developed
at that meetipg thal the Members of the Council had no knowledge of the workings of
the Council, and how their business had been conducted in the past, and who had cone
trol of their business, and what their business was. Now I know that some of the
members are here now who sat in that meeting.

That is the reason for all of the statementis in that letter, I am sure.
I didn't have anything to do with the writing of that letter and hadn't read it nor
heard it until it was read just now. But I am sure that Mr. McLaughlin and Mr, Gipp
and « I am not sure - were any of you fellows here at that meeting? Was anybody else
hare?

Mr. Agard: John Tiger was here.

Mr. Holmeg: Were you here? Well you all remember, at the meeting that day,
that the first thing that came up was: what do we want? We got into a discussion of
tribal affairs, tribal money, tribal property, who was managing it, and what they were
doing with it, and who was spending the money. It developed at that meeting that the
Members of the Council did not know. In other words, they hadn't been consulted
about the matters of their business and some of them were greatly surprised.

inen that all came up, it ended in a lengthy discussion, that lasted two days,
about the powers and duties that the Tribal Council now has and the powers and duties
that they wanted. We made - more or less - a complete study of the method and manner
in which it had been conducted up to that time. The Council was then at a loss as to
what was going on and what to do.

at least at that point, we could progress no further and it was determined by
everybody present that we would adjourn. The Tribal Council would attempt to make a
study and each individual would acquaint himself with the warkings of the Council,
and the property they had, and the powers they had, and when they had done that they

would notify us that they were ready for another meeting.
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Then, at that time, all of us present indicated our willingness to come back
here at any time and meet with this Council to try to work out any problem that
they might have. Now, is that the way you remember it?

Mr. Gipp: TYes, that's right.

Mr. Holmes: That explains our statement. It developed at that meeting that
certain money that belonged to the Council had been spent amd that the Council had
no idea where it went, who spent it and what for and it was a swrprise to us,

Mr, Carxy: Has action been taken?
¥r, Holmes: Nothing. I don't know what has been done.

Mr, Curry: I think that the question about somebody hzving misspent the
monay of the Council is a very important question. But I don't think that has
anything to do with the question that is up for discussion here. When you came back,
you asked them what they wanted. That was already on record - whait they wanted.
What they wanted is this:

"We wish you would grant to the people of the Standing Reck Sioux Tribe, subject
to their acceptance at an election, the power thru their Tribal Business Council
- to do the following things without limitation and without supervision by the
Department except to the extent that such limitation or supervision is required
by laws
(a) To control all their tribal funds. -

(b) To handle the leasing or management of their tribal lands and
- personal property and to prevent disposition of said lands.

(¢c) To hire any necessary employees, to make contracts and to do any
other things necessary to conduct tribal business affairs.®

Now, as I understand it, you came back, in answer to that, and said: "First, what
do you want? Second, somsbody has been mishandling funds.® I think that the gquestion
of the Tribe mishandling the funds. . . »

Mr. Holmes: That developed at the meeting. We didn't even know that.
Mr. Curry: What was the answer, Mr. Holmes?

Mr. Holmes: TWe came down and said: "How do you want to manage your business?
How do you want to set it up? What do you want to do?" We were here to discuss it.
And no one present knew. There just wasn't any discussion.

Mr. Cuwrry: You tell us. How do you want us to do it?

Mp, Holmes: You called the meeting, not me. I didn't call the meeting.

I don't know how you are handling your affairs. I don't know what you are doing. You
called the meeting, this meeting. The Council as I understand it called the other
meeting. I don't know who called the other meeting. e took resolution 53. We
studied it together, to go over it item by item, to see what was included in there,
and what business you were going to manage and how you were going to manage it.

Mr. Curry: Well, I don't know. If you have any particular suggestions as to
how it should be managed I think you ought to make them. I think the question here
is whether or not you are willing to give them complete control.

Mr, Holmes: That is a different attitude altogether.

Mr., Cuwrrvs I thirk they will decide how to manage property once you give
them eontrol of it. :

Mr. Holmes: If you want us %o tell you how, why just ask us.

¥r. Cooper: My genersl thought is that we will hear from the attornsys Vr.
Curry and Mr. Holmes quite a lot. In discussions of this kind, they have specialized
technical, information and advice that is not otherwise availabls to us.

Generally, however, from my knowledge of the request of the Standing Rock
Sioux Council, these specific things that were outlined in a resolution last August,
I believe, we have assumed that the recent action of the present Council indicated

2




5

that they wish to go further in the exploration of the possibilities of assuming
greater authority and greater power in the Council, which is the governing body
of the Tribe,

I do think that there was dbubt in the minds of some of the people on the
Council as to the current operations of some of their tribal enterprises, etc. The
fact that Mr. Landbloom and Mr. Ward have spent the last week here, I hope profitably,
on some of the problems, it seems to me like it was some of those things on which
clarification was needed in order that the Council could possibly be in a better
position to determine just where they stood and just where they wanted to go and
how they wsnted to get there. ,

Now that is a pretty generalized statement. I am going to admit frankly that
I don't know the answers to technical questions and specific questions. That is the
reason we have specialists here. In general, I would like to say this, and I think
you know it, Mr. Curry. This present Council, when they were organized, made a
sincere and, I am certain, a very successful attempt to operate, and started operat-
ing, in a businesslike manner.

I mention one thing, a very well thought out and a very logical tribal budget
was presented. I assume that they are adhering to that budget. Or if they are
varying from the terms of the budget, they will make provisions for that. In
addition, they organized a committee, within the Council, subcommittees within the
Council, to perform certain Council functions.

: S0 it seems to me that the present Council group should be in & position to
know generally the dirsction in which they want to go. I would like to reiterate,
as far as we are concerned in the Aberdeen Area Office, and I am certain I can
speak for Mr. Spencer here at the Agency, that it's our sincere desire to help the
people attain the objectives that they are striving for.

Now, let me state here and now that I can't commit the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs or the Secretary of the Interior - or no one here representing the Bureau
of Indian Affairs can - make commitments beyond the fact that we will work with you
people and attempt to work out plans and procedures. Now generally I don't believe

there would be any better time than now to outline certain fundamental policies
under which we are authorized to operate. That is one,

If the plans and the desires of the Tribe are such that they can't be accom-
plished within the authority now existing in the Bureau of Indian Affairs ard the
Department of the Interior, legislation may be required. However, there are a
number of things that can be accomplished thru agreement. The Commissioner of
Indian Affairs and the Secretary of Interior have power to approve certain operating
agreements.,

Now I hope that my thinking is sound in this respect: That is, that responsi-
bilities go with privileges, regardless of what the deal is. Many of you will re-
membexr that, in November of last year, Commissioner Myer visited Standing Rock and
appeared before the Council. He outlined essentially what his policy was,and what
the policy of the Bureau of Indian Affairs was, in connection with the tribal pro-
grams, etc.

Now some of the details that will need to be discussed frankly, Glen Landbloom
ard these other fellows are going to have to take and discuss them.

But this group here and now, right now, to mention just one point, has a problem
in connection with the land enterprise. I am hopeful that as a result of the joint
efforts of the committee of the Council and Mr. Landbloom and Mr. Ward some of the
problems incident to the operation of the tribal land enterprise can be, and will be,
solved prompily.

I don't know that I have added too much to the subject at all but Graham Holmes
made a statement, and I think it is absolutely correct. It would be wrong, and
certainly I would want no part in, a proposition that would hand something to the
Staniing Rock people and say here is a plan.
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I don't believe that we are in a position to say what can or what can't be
done wntil it is carefully thought ocut and carefully developed and can be set down
in one, two, three order.

And again without passing the buck I want to say we have certain authorities
locally on certain things and I am sure that on something as important as the handling
of tribal funds and tribal lands the authority of the Agency and the Area Office
would be limited to recommendations.

Mr, Curry: Mr. Chairman, I would like, if I may, to address a question to Mr.
Cooper. As 1 understand it, the Department either has or can get the power to trans-
fer to the Indians the full control and management of their money and of their lands.
The question that was originally stated and addressed to the Assistent Secretary was
substentially: are you willing to do that? Now, as I understand your statement, it is
thet you cannot give any final answer.

Mr, Cooper: I cammot.

Mr., Curry: Therefore I would like to ask only this question: whether on the
basis of what you know now, you will recommend a "yes" answer to this question. If
you will not recommend a "yes" answer, then what do you want us to do in order to get
you to recommend & "yes® answer? Can you answer it now, Mr. Cooper?

Mr. Cooper: I wouldn't be willing ab this time to recommend a "yes" answer
until we could sit down with the Council and see vwhat their thinking was specifically
in terms of what they wanted to do, how they wanted to do it, and what they were going
to do it with. ;

Mr. Curry: In the original question put to Doty, what they want to do, first,
is to control all their tribal funds. Secondly, they want to handle themselves the
leasing or management of their tribal lands and personal properties and to have
authority to prevent disposition of the lands by anyone else. And thirdly, they want
to hire any necessary employees and make contracts and do any other things necessary
to conduct their tribal affairs. And they want to do that without any more super-
vision than is required by law. That is the question. Are you willing to recommend
that they be given that right? If not, what do you want us to do so that you will
recommend it?

Mr. Cooper: No, I wouldn't agres. As to the three things that you have out-
lined there, I would like certainly %o know if the Council recognizes that that removes
practically the total of trust supervision and practically the total of the trust
function, 4

Mr, Cuwrxy: That is your first question? Does the Council recognizge that that
removes the total of the trust supervision and the total of the trust function -
practically? Are there any other questions that you want answers to?

Mr., Cooper: WNumber twe. It would seem to me that consideration should be
given by the governing body of the Tribe, as to the implications therein. If those
restrictions are removed, that implies rather definitely that a group of people, to
use 3 slang expression, are able and willing and desirous of "going on their cwn."

Now I think some rather careful thought should be given by the people as to just how
far in that direction they care to go.

I would just like to mention one specific illustration. Mr. Gipp and Mr.
Melaughlin and T were talking just across the table about a problem hers that concerns
the people. That is the operation of the schools and the school plant. At the pregent
tims, a part of the school p&%at operation is by the school district, and I believe I
am correct on that, lir. Gipp,.part is by the Government.

: It is the policy, and has been for scme years, of the Bureau of Irdian Affairs
to further the integration of the Indian school system with the State and County school
system. I will admit very frankly, in my opiniocn, that the people in many reservetion
locations would ultimately gain if the operation of their school system and their
school plant was handled in the same manner as all other school plants in the country,
if Indian children, non-Indian children, went to district schools, operated and managed
by normal governing bodies of the school bosrds. Yet I found, in discussion, that
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there is some reluctance on the part of some Indian folks and non~Indian folks
%o give active support to that principle.

The same thing applies to hospitals. It seems to me, very frankly, that
if the Tribe, any tribe, assumes the management of their own affairs, then hand in
hand with that there should be plans to take care of these various other services
that are provided.

Now, I want to make it abundantly clear here that I hope that you folks
don't interpret that statement.,as in any way a threat. That is the farthest from
my mind. The only reason I say that is that I had a similar discussion at ons
other place and unfortunately I was misunderstood. But I do say that it seems to
me to be common sense that these things will and should go hand in hand. Now
I think I have talked too much. Some of the Council should be talking.

Louis Gipp: I believe Resolution No. 53 was drawn up rather hastily due
%o the fact that the Council thought that our administration at that time was more
or less corrupt. Now I believe that we may have gone out on a 1limb too far in
those requests.

I believe that we should now, inasmuch as we have representatives from the
Area Office here, discuss each cns, A, B and C.

e may want to withdraw or revise. In discussing each question, we can
‘also thrgsh out just how far we can go on that. After all, we knew our land *
program at the time we drew that up. Let's think of that now. I think our land
program has a certain amount of restrictions in it. In other words, we are asking,
perhaps, to throw the mortgage in the waste basket and give us clear sale of that,

I don*t know.

Now I am assuming that we borrowed money from the United States Government
to purchase land, that they more or less want to supervise. I would like to say
right now that dt the present time, regardless of what the old Council thought, and
what the new one thought, as to how we are operating, it would indicate that it was
not in a businesslike way. There was money taken out of different funds, etc.,
without any Tribal Council action. There was hiring and firing of clerks without
any Council action and to get that down to a minimum we requested that authority.

Now I would like to see the Chairman or Mr. Curry present those facts and
those questions individually, separately. We will ask the Area Director and the
Area representatives Jjust how far we can go and how far we want to go.

Now there may be some of us fourteen members on this Council today that
might assume that they are good business men. FPerhaps they are. They are ruming
this Council to the best of their ability. Yet we may not be on this Council next
‘vear. I think that we should try to maintain a little restriction along the line,
as long as our Superintendent has not stuck his neck out too far, and will allow us
to make suggestions, and goes along with us, like he has been. I think we can thresh
these things out without, as I say, taking on toc much responsibility. Just like
Mr, Cooper sald: If we take on a certain amount of responsibility and privileges,

a certain amount of responsibility goes along with it.

Mr. Holmes: Much of that was brought ocut. Now Mr. Curry wasn't here at the
earlier meeting. Bub a lot of what Mr. Gipp has said here todgy was what we learned
at that last meebing and, as far as I can see, Mr. Gipp has said that we should
start out at about whers we laft off at that last meeting.

Mr. Agard: That would be the proper way to handle it because I think we want
to keep in mind that Mr. Cooper and Mr. Holmes might not be here next year either.
We don't want to drag this thing out.

Mr., Currys Louis, May I delay that a minute? I would llke to ponder on what
Mr. Cooper said very briefly. We might as well keep things together. He said first
that the Council should realige that this amounts to abolishing practically the total
of the trust function. WNow, I don't agree with what Mr. Cooper said.

I think there are three important parts to the trust function. One is, as long
as the land is held in the name of the U.S., it cannot be sold without the consent of
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Congress. Talking about tribal land, that is. Part of the trust function, as he
calls it, is that this land cannot be sold without your going %o Congress and
getting the authority to do it. v

The second important thing about the trust function, as he calls it, is that
the land is tax exempt.

The third important thing about the trust function is that the Government
keeps control of it,

Now what we are suggesting is that the Government give control to the Indians,
as they have done in other places around the country, but that they keep these other
two things: (1) that the land cannot be sold and (2) that the land shall contime
tax exempt. :

Se 1 do not agree with Mr. Cooper that we are sbandoning the trust. We are
keeping the most important part of it. Mr. Cooper, I am going to answer the second
part, but maybe you would like to speak on that. I don't mean to contest what you
say in an unfriendly way at all.

Mr. Cooper. I was very, very sincere in my statements. I know that we can
have this discussion in the friendliest way. Ve sometimes see things in different
lights. Meetings of this sort are very helpfuvl so that at least we can understang
each other's points of view. . :

Now, frankly, gentlemen, maybe it can be done. But I don't see how you can
comply with the terms of that request and turn over the total control of tribal land
Lo the Tribe and still retain these other so-called functions. It might be possible,
and legally I am sure that it is possible, if you fellows say so. But it certainly
doesn’t make sense, : ,

Mr, Currys Thet, I think, is the principle that was carried forward at least
all thru this sow-called homs rule or self-organization program that has besn going
on for years, that the Indians should manage their own property. If the policy of
The new administration is otherwise, meaning that the Indians cannot have control
over their own property unless they give up tax exemptions, and unless they give
up this protection of not having their land subject to being sold by some Council
that might not have proper care for it; if the administration says "no, we must keap
control or you lose tax exemptions," then it is a good thing for us to know that.

Now you feel that it doosn't make sense, to give them control of their property
unless they give up these other things. If I changed what you gaid, it was uninten-
tional.

Yir. Cooper: Perhaps I am not articnlate. I see no reason, frankly - and I
would like to say this clearly and have Holmes,who'is supposed to be my legal advisers
check:s There would be no need te surrender tax exembion perhaps. Om the other hand,
if the means are not secure whereby it would be necessary for the Covernment or a
Government representative to approve & land transaction, then I don't see how the
Trive can fully manage that.

And T believe that you would agree, would you not Mr. Curry, that in order to
do that, legislation would be required to bring about a situation vwhereby the trust
function so far as the CGovernment is concerned in land trangsactions, in land sales,
approval of leases, stc., would be greanted to the Tribe instead of being kept by the
Govermment as it is. ,

Kr, Curry: I do not want to go into the legal quastion as to whether legis-
lation is necessary. I would like to know if vou are willing to give them authority
to manage their own lands yet to keep their lands tax exempt ard to also permit them
to have this protection of their lands not being subject to sale. I think it is
legally possible to do it without any legislation, but the question is whether you
are willing.

Hr. Spencer: .Doesn't that approach a little example of what I have in my own
family? I have some teenwage children., Theay are getting ideas 2ll the time of what
they are going to do and so on. I tell them that is (K but when they take off on their
own they quit eatin' at the old man's table. Now I think ws have gob a similar
situation here.
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Mr. Curry: Now that is putting it very briefly. By "eating at the old
man's table®" the Superintendent refers to the fact that Indians are now getting
certain free health services, fre education services, free Extension service,
and other services from the Government. Do I understand, Mr. Superintendent,
that it is your thought, if the Indians want to manage their own lands; that
they should give up all this free service?

Mr. Spencer: I can't say that the Government is thinking that. I am just
saying I think so,

Mr, Carry: Do you agrse with that, Mr. Cooper?

Mr., Cooper: I agres with that in principle. I don't think we ought to be
tied down to specifiecs at this stage of the game.

Mr. Curry: I think this is the question. Would you let these people manage
their own property without giving up the benefits of tax exemption, free high schools,
free hospitals and things like that?

Mr. Cooper: Mr. Curry, I would object to any attempt to answer that question
at this time. I don't think that there would be any basis on which an answer could
be given.

Mr. Curry: Well, that is exactly the question that has been pending since
last September.

Mr. Gipp: What does the word disposition mean?

Mr. Curry: "Disposition® means to sell. That is what you have been reading.

Mr. Gipp: "(b)" is "To handle the leasing or menagement of various tribal
lands and personal property and to prevent disposition of said lands."

¥r. Curry: We are not asking for a power to dispose of the land. We are
asking for power to preveumt disposition of the land. This is so that some Indian
Agent can't come along and sign a deed for some tribal land without the consent of
the Tribal Council. We are asking to be able to block sales.

Mr. Holmeg: Mr. Curry, the law prohibits that. That is prohibited by law.

Tou are getting way off from your base, that we started to discuss. I take it from
what I have seen and heard that under a properly proposed plan, the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs will go along so far as legal limits allow in allowing you to manage
your own affairs. I believe that that is true but, as you say, that is just my
statement.

I think end I will repeat it that the Commissiomer of Indian Affairs will go
along with you in a carefully worked out and thought out plan to allow you to manage
your own affairs within legal limits. And there are certain strict legal limits and
there are other legal limits that are subject to interpretation.

Mr. Curry and I will probably differ on the interpretation. Everybody differs
on the interpretation. But concerning Indian affairs, there is no certainty.

In sitting in the meeting the other day of the Commission on Indian Affairs
for South Dakota, lawyers made speeches all day, and no two of them agreed, on the
legal effect of the law concerning Indians ard the Government. There was considerable
confusion. I think my basic statement is still true, and I believe that the Com-
missioner will approve. I don't know that he will. But there is some indication
now that he will go along, within legal limits, to allow you to manage your own affairs.
As a matter of fact, you are managing most all of them now.

Mr. Curry: May I say that in my opinion the Area Counsel has given an excellent
answer to ocur question. "The Commissioner will go along with any properly worked out
plan to permit you to manage your own affairs." If he were the Area Director, I think
the mesting would be over.

That, of course, is on the assumption that there is no condition that we would
have to quit what the Superintendent calls "eating at the old man's table."

I wouldn't use that language. I don't think it is ®eating at the old man's
table." Bub Mr. Holmes didn't say we had to quit "eating at the old man's table." He
didn't say we had to g ve up our free hospitals. He didn't say we had to give up our
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free schools. He didn't say you had to give up anything; he just =aid "he would
go @long with amy properly worked out plan to allow you to manage your own affairs.?
And there is no limit on that,

Then the only question I have is whether the Area Director will recommend
the sare thing without limitations, without keeping us from tax exemption, etc.

Mr, Cooper: Mr. Chairman, I think that Mr. Holmes made a very logical
statement. I also think that if the question that Mr. Curry has proposed to me had

been pesed a little different I would have said yes. But what he sal’d, as I remember,
was, "With what you know now will you approve these certain things or recommend
approval?n

i I say definitely that we are here to sit down with you and work out each
cdetail of logical planning, worked out and workable within existing law, or if they
are not workable within existing law, to request legislation. We will go along with
anything like that. But I am not willing to say yes or no as to what we will do
in the future until we have something on which to base that answer. Does that sound
fair, ¥r. Curry?

Mr, Curry: Well, I think you could answer this thing ®yes™ or "no" or "yes but”
or "no, because" pretty thoroughly. In other words, you can say "ies, we will give
you cortrol of the management if you do thus and so." If you say, "We have to get a
properly worked out plan," you throw the burdon on us.

Mr. Cogper: If we do it that way, Mr. Curry, we will be doing it in a way 1
don't think is proper. We will be saying, "Yes we will go along with you if you do
thus ard so." "Thus and so" means a plan we are imposing or attempting to impose on
people.

Now that, I believe, will be resented. I believe the better answer is to say
that "we would like to have an expression from you" and "we would like to know what
your ambitions are in detail;" we would like to work with you and attempt to get
these things so framed and sc organized that we can say "yes" and turn in an affirma-
tive recommendaticn.

Mr. Curry: You say you don't want to impose a plan on the Indians but in a
sense you are already. They came in and said'we want control; we want management of
‘ our tribal funds; we want management of our tribal lands.”® And you say, "No, we
; won't do that unless you work out a plan.®
’ Now their plan is theirs. They don't want you to tell them and they are not

asking you te tell them just how to do it.

If you want a plan I think you should submit the plan and the reason for that
is this, It is impossible for us and for the Council to know what is going to be
acceptable to you. We might sit here and argue for weeks and months about what we
want. Then it would go to several different offices and places in Washington in more
detail. More pesople would have to talk about it. It might take a wyear or two or
three years before our plan in all its detail would be workad out. On the other hand
if you are putting conditions on, you tell us what the conditions are. The proposal
was put to you very simply.

Hps Holimeg: Iet's have a little discussion with sone of the members of the
Tribe. Is there a great deal of dissatisfaction about the way the management has been

“handled, with the way you are allowed to handle your business?

Yr. Gipp:s I would like to ask Mr. Cooper one gquestion. Can the Superintendent
spend the Tribe's money in any way he sees fit, whether it is = good business deal or
whether it isn't, without the consent of the Tribe? :

¥r. Cooper: As a Superintendent working with 2 tribe with a very great dezl
of money I certainly don't know how I could have ard I certainly didn't spend any
tribal money without a proper resolution of the tribe authorizing that expenditure or
within the framework of a properly drawn-up tribal budget.

Yr. Curry: May I answer that? The answer is vag, N

Mr, Cooper: lf there is any Superintendent in this Jurisdiction that does it,
he and I are going to come to clinches.
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Mr. Gipp: Mr. Curry's answer was ®yes." Now, if that is true, then I think
now is the time %to put some restrictions on our money. Let's not give the Superin-
tendent a free rein. Not that he isn't going to do a good job. The idea is we
should have a certain amount of control of our money, and if it's going to be held
in restrictions the Superintendent should have a certain amount of authority if that
money is spent. But neither one of us should have full say of it.

Mr. Curry: Now that of course is an individual thing. The Resolution says
that the Council wants control. WNow you're talking about perhaps changing that
resolution, and I have no objection to changing it at all. There's no reason why
you can't reconsider it now. :

The request on the record now is that the Tribal Council wants control of
their money, not that they want joint control or they want to limit the Supe rinten-
dent's control. The way it stands on the record now is that the Council wants con-
trol, subject to the people's accepting it.

James Mclean: I think that as far as land and money are concerned the Bureau
can do most anything they want to. They have done it in the past. We've got examples
today where they leased land out without the consent of the owner. That has been done
right along, with different old people that wanted to lease for more money to some-
body else. The Agency wants to give it to some other guy who probably has a little
more pull than somebody else. Isn't that right, John?

And John has had that same trouble here.

Speaking about *"eating off the old man's table,” I wish Mrs. Heineman were
here. There's a whole lot of us that never see a decent meal the vear around.
Whenever they apply for relief they tell them to go out and work, you're young and
able. They can't say a man is young and able; he might have some physical defects.
He might be disabled some way. At the same time I don't think that Mrs. Heineman
or anybody else should send back thousands of dollars to Washington so that she can
make a reputation for herself, saving money, on that score. As far as Mr. Cooper's,
a while ago, making a statement that the people should be concerned about different
movements of the Tribal Council. On the other hand it is very difficult, because
they can say that we're the governing body. You've got nothing to say. But there's
a conflict thers.

¥r. Holmes: The Superintendent has never told you that. The Superintendent
never said to you that "I'm running these things." :

Mr. Mclean: He said the Tribal Council is the tribe‘s governing body. At the
same time, under the Act of 193L, they can do, with or without the consent of the
Indians, most anything -~ unless it has been modified later. That's all I'd like to
say for now.

Mr., fgard: He got off the subject there a little. I think the question was
whether or not the Superintendent has the authority to disburse or dispose of tribal
funds without the authority of the Council. WMr. Curry said "yes" and that's as far
as we got. 1 believe he asked Mr. Holmes to answer him on that.

Ir, Curry: I didn't ask him to answer. I Just said if he disagreed he could
answer if he wanted to.

¥r, Holmes: I don't know how they operate, and I haven't been able to find
out in about five trips out here. I don't know. I am asking again. They don't know
either.

They told me on numerous occasions. These two men right here, who were at the
cther meeting. They've been attending Council meetings. I haven't been to all of
themn.

They didn't know a thing about the business. They didn't know how it was
operated. They didn't know how it was run - at that other meeting.

Now I don't know if they've made the study they were going to make after that
mesting or not,
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Mr, Curry: You place a great emphasis on the members of the Council, 1l of
them; "knowing how the business is run." WNow, I have sat in cn the meetings of
corporations of very substantial size, involving all kinds of money and all kinds
of operations. I never knew a board of directors yet that had any real knowledge
of the details of how the business is run. That's done by the management, not by
the board of directors.

¥r. Holmes: What is the management of the Tribe?

¥r. Curry: The management right now is the Superintendent. If the Tribe ran
its own business, it would have its own management. Now Mr. Agard, I am sure, is
in an executive capacity. I think he knows lots of details of how it is done. If
he doesn't, he will pretty soon. He's getting into the thing now, and he will }now
now it's operated.

But a member of the Council only comes in for meetings now ard then. He has
to spend a lot of time arguing about political matters and things like that. How
would he know, in detail?

Tou ask the Board of Dirsctors of the American Telephone and Telegraph Company
some of those detailed questions. They won't be able to answer, either. But still
they control the business.

And how do they control it? They control it by selecting honest, capable,
people to run it for them. Every once in a while they stick their nose in and find
out how this is going, how that's going. If they see anything wrong they fire the
management. You shouldn't expect this "board of directors” to know all these details,
and say:-to them, if they don't know all the details, that you won't let them control
p - - ’

Mr. Holmes: I didn't say that, ¥r. Cwrry; I didn't indicate that.

My, Curry:s Why is it important to mention this question unless it has to do
with the main question here, whether this Board of Directors is to control
their business? : '

Mr. Holmes: If this tribe wishes to control their own affairs, it should
be known definitely by at least somebody who is going to manage their afiairs. Is
this man going to be the Chairman? Is the group going to manage? Somebody is going
to have to, .

Now if they are going to manage their own affairs, who's going to do it?

¥r. Curry: I'11l tell you who'll do it. It will be menaged by the Chairman,
under the present setup, under orders of the Council. He is sort of a President.

Now, maybe they!ll want %o do it some other way. Maybe they'll want to hire
a different man. If they want to get some other people, let them do it. But I
think that would be the way to do it to start with.

#r. Holmes: It seems to me thﬂg§ihis Comncil is anxious to manage its own
affairs it is high time to know who's going to manage it and how it is going to be
done,

dr. Cooper: First, the matter of the management of the land. There is a
Tribal Tand Enterprise in operation here. In my - possibly poor - way, sthe thing
I've bean attempting to suggest is that the Tribal Land Enterprise operation be
studied generally, and that this group that's elected by the members of the Tribe
should act, as Mr. Cuwrry said, as a board of directors. They should indicate their
satisfaction or dissatisfaction, needs for changes, needs for elaboration, in that
Tribal Land Enterprise. When that is made clear to us, then at that time I won't
back and fill on a yes-or-no answer as to whether I would recommend it to the Com-
mission2r and the Secretary.

Frankly, I'll tell you just exaetly what I'l1l do. I would have the basic plan.
I would not only study it myself with you, but I would get the recommendation of
these fellows here, your specialists. Ths recommendation that went in over my
name would be my recommendation. It wouldn't be arrived at without advice and
assistance of the merbers of the Area Office staff.




13

Now, in a way, the Chairman of this Council, as I see it, occupies approxi-
mately the same position as I do in Aberdeen, and the remainder of the members of
the Council are his staff. Is that a fair analysis?

Mr. Curry: I don't really think so. They don't work for him. They're his
boss. He's their staff. .

¥Mr. Cooper: But jointly they consider properly just the same as the staff
in the Agency or the Area Office. It is their joint determination, finally, that
results in action by the Council.

Mr. Curry: I want to question one of the points you raise: bringing the
Tribal Land Enterprise into this discussion, I think, only causes confusion. The
Council is on record &s asking for the control and management of the Tribal land,
not the lands of individual Indians. The Tribal Land Enterprise is devoted mostly
to the management of lands of individual Indians. Now, if we asked the Government
to turn over to us the control of the individual Indian lands, that's something
I don't think we could make very good case for. ILeave that to each man alone,
instead of taking it over.

But I'd like to discuss the Tribal lands, too. What they do ask is that
Tribal leases should be signed by their general manager. The money from those
leases should be put into their bank account, and that money should be paid out
by their treasurer. That's the substance of what this first question is., It has
to do with tribal lands only; it doesn't refer to the lands of individual Indians.
Do you agree then that your reference to the Tribal Land Enterprise is covering in
more than what is asked for? ,

¥r. Cooper: Well, it was not my intent to cloud the issue and bring the
Iribal Land Enterprise in, other than to show that that is a step by the Tribe in
the direction of handling their tribal lands along with some of the allotted land that
has been taken. What is wrong with what is being done now? If you don't like what
is being done now, tell us and we will change it. That's what the Council is after.

Mr. Curry: The point as to tribal land is that they should have control of
it. If there is anything wrong with it, instead of asking you to change it they can
change it themselves.

Vr. Holmes: How are we going to do that, Mr. Curry. What do you propose to
do? How do you want the power given to the Tribe”

Mr, Curry: Well, there is no use of going into the legal question of how it
is to be done unless the Government is willing tc do it. That is why we raised that
question with Assistant Secretary Doty: are you willing to turn over to the Tribe,
thru its own governing body, with the consent of all the menbers of the Tribe, the
control of all the Tribal lands, Tribal cattle, Tribal money and all that sort of
thing. We meent of course that we want that control without at the same time giving
up tax exemptions, without giving up free high schools, without giving up Federal
relief, without any such adverse effects.

Now we've got several answers here. One is: "No, you can't have that unless
you give up all this free service" altho I think like Jim that you are fully entitled
to it. That was one of the answers, "You can't have full control of your own property
unless you give up all this free service.®

Mr. Holmes stated another answer. He said, "Yes, you can have it on any
reasonable plan." I suggest they tell us what kind of a plan they want. As far as
I am concerned this plan is down on paper. Now if they want any more than that they
might say what they want.

Mr, Holmes: Now, let me see if I understand you correctly, you Tribal Council
Members. This man is supposed to be talking for you. You propose that all the nanagg-
ment of all of your tribal lands, the expenditure of all your tribal money, is to be
handled by whom?

Mr. Curry: By the Council.
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lir, Holmes: By the Council. /nd they are going to be the governing body,
without the knowledge, withoult the consent, without any interference or knowledge
whatsoever on the part of any Goverrment employee. You may sell the land, you
make all your collections, you take your money, you do whatever you want with it
without the Superintendent, without anybody else even knowing about it, or knowing
where it is, what you are doing with it in any manner whatscever. Is that what
you propose? Is that right?

¥r. Curry: I would like to say that there is one condition on that and that
is that the proposition's acceptable to the people. If we want to change our minds
we'll do it, but that is the proposition now.

Mr, Holmes: I would like to hear expressions from the members of the Council
if you have thought about it.

Mr. Gipp: Might I suggest that that resolution be brought up and each question
or request be discussed separately and ask the Council if they want to revise it in
any way or make amendments to it. :

Mr. Currys First, is to control all the tribal funds. As I understand it,
you now have $30,000 or $40,000 a year of regular income but this year you had some-
thing over $100,000. Right now that money is legally subject to the disposition of
the Superintendent. As a matter of poliecy, though, the Indian Bureau doesn't do
that. They don't ordinarily spend that except with the consent of the Council.

V Now, the proposal is that that money be turned over to the Council, if the
people agree to it. Now I consider that this isn't very much money. I consider
that you can find people who can handle it. If they can't, you can throw them out
and get some new ones.

I think that the amount of waste that might be caused by turning it over to
the Indians would not be any more than the amount of waste that is caused now by
Government administration. T hate to say that but the point wss raised by Vr.

Holmes. He suggested that it would be all going out the window but I think that a
lot of money now is wasted because of . . « »

Mr, Holmes: I didn't say it would be wasted; you did. He said you can throw
them out and get somebody else.

Mr, Cooper: The only thing I hope we can get abundantly clear here is that,
in general, responsibility and authority goes together. If this, or any other tribal
group; or if any group of pecple assumes authority, I think that everyone agrees it
is responsibility that goes with it. Now when I made my statements before, 1 wanted
to make it entirely clear that they should not be considered as a threat, but merely
that the Tribe should consider very carefully how far they wanted to go along the
lines of the assumption of additional authorities and responsibilities. I personally,
and I am speaking personally, hope that you want to go a2 long ways and can go a long
ways fast.

Specifically, Mr. Holmes made a statement to the effect that theres was no reason
why plans couldn't be worked out for the handling of lands and other things; that it
woulcd not necessarily endanger the tax-free status of the lands or other benefits,
services and privileges that the Indians may have. But I don't believe that this or
any other group of people can expect to assume the total control of land, we will say,
or of their tribal business or of their tribal affairs without acquiring the responsi--
bility for the provision of other services. That, I want it clear, is a general state-
ment. I wouldn't want to say yes or no, I couldn't say yes or no, to a questions "if
we get the land, do we have to give up the school?®™ That is something I don't think
we can answer and 1 don't think anyone would want to answer at a preliminary meeting
of this sort.

Mr. Agard: TFrom that I get that you feel that what we ask for here is going
to lead to our severing our relations with the Indian Bureau entirely, is that right?

Mr. Cooper: Well, I say this, that the trend, not only on the part of many
Indian people, but also on the part of Congress, on the part of friends of Indians
and neighbors of Indians generally is that, just as soon as possible the Government
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should be out of the Indian business. Some of our employees have been accused of
giving lip service to that matter of getting out of the business; but I certainly
think that many of them are sincers in the attempt to work for the time where Indian
employees won't be necessary, and they won't be hers.

Mr. Agard: Do you feel that this is taking too much right to the Indians?
Or do you feel that we should wait and forget about this and then you can cut us off
all of a sudden? Don't you think we are gradually stepping into it, as you say?

Mr. Cooper: I would hope that you would gradually be stepping into it.

Mr. Agard: Don‘t you think that that would be one of the first steps? Or
do you think we would be taking too much? TIt's down there in writing what we want:
conbtrol of our own funds and our own lands. I don't see how much more detail you
want.

Mr. Spencer: Is there anything down there that you haven't got? Would you
consider this, the last part of the preceding clause: except that some limitation
or supervision would be required by law. If you would consider that, I think you

“have everything you ask for in those three paragraphs.

M¥r. Currys What they want is to have their own bank account, to sign their
own leases, and they don't have that now. The Area Director said that the trend is
to get the Govermment out of the Indian business. I think it is. But I think that
the Members of Congress would be very pleased to see the Government get out of this
part of the Indian business: that is, keeping track of the Tribe's money. They
would be very pleased to sce them get out of this part of the business. -

Maybe they could save a little money on the appropriations because Whitney
Agard would be doing the work that is now done at the Bureau. I think they would
be pleased about that.

As Vhitney said; this is the first step. Is it too long a step?

Furthermore; if we take over our own bank account now, does that mean that
you are going to shove the cost of the high schools on us? I don't see any reason
vhy 1t should be done.

And T don’t agree that the Area Director with this generslity-and I certainly
intended it as a generality-I don't think it applies here; that authority and responsi-
bility go together.

Here you are asking for authority over your bank account. Then I think that
the responsibility for your bank account does go with that. But if you take authority
over your bark account, that does not mean that you have responsibility for your
schools.

I will give you an excellent example of that! Me! I have absolute authority
over my bank account but I have no responsibility for the school my child attends.

I get it absolutely free in the same sense you Indians get it free. I do not pay
taxes. I haven't any real property.

I say I have nBSr8sponsibility to the school my little girl goes to than you
folks have. Not a bit. I pay the same taxes you do. As to the fact that you hold
your land tax exempts: I don't pay land taxes either.

I have no land so I don't pay land tax either. They don't say to me that
“Authority and responsibility go together. Because you control your own bank account,
you have to pay for your child's schooling."

I think you have a right to ask authority over your bank account and the little
bit of land you have left. It isn't much. If you are ever going to govern yourselves,
as the Chairman put it; you better start some time.

In a very short time you are not going to have even that much land. If it means
anything that the Indizns should govern themselves, I think they ought to turn over to
this Tribe the control of this land. They have done it before for other tribes and
they can do it here. They shouldn’t say that if you do that you have to take or
rew burdens. They should give it to you free if you want it. They should let you run
your own cash, draw your own checks and sign your own leases. That is about all it
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Mr. Cooper: There is just one thing, Mr. Chairman, that I am asking for.
Information on the law. If I remember correctly, in accordance with the law, the
Secretary of the Interior has a very broad responsibility and is charged with the
sole handling of trust land of Indians, to see that these lanc resources are not
disgipated. Now in considering the problem, if the Tribe assumes the full menag-
ing authority, just how would we relieve the Government and the Secretary of that
responsibility imposed by law? -

Mr, Curry: Well, the answer is this: the responsibility of the Secretary
is that the land should not be dissipated, so he retains title himself. Under our
proposal, the Tribe can't sell the land. All they can do is manage it. Only
Congress can sell it; so it can'i be dissipated. If this thing is done as we sug~
gest, not even Congress can dispose of it without the consent of the Tribe. That
is the best way to avoid its being dissipated.

Also, there are regulations. The land is governed by grazing regulations,
and those things are included in our proposal in that langusge which says: "subject
to the provision of existing law." You have to respect certain laws. But the main
thing is that you be able to sign your own leases and write wvour own checks and run
your own bank account in the best way you see fit.

Now there are various ways the cash could be dissipated. Somebody might
steal it. Well, I don't think that will happen. I don't think much of it has

. happened in the past years. But I think, if it did happen, under the watchful eye

of the Superintendent, I think, Mr. Chairman, that the Tribal Council are going to
watch you closer than the Superintendent. That is my guess.

I never saw an Indian tribal council yet that would let a tribal manager
"make very much dough.” They are about as cagey with their money as any people I
ever saw. There is no waste when the Tribal Council manages things. They are just
as careful with it as they can be, because they are poor and have Lo waitch their
money.

But when people in Washington spend money, they spend millions with a2 free
hand. Often times there is a lot of tribal monsy spent pretty fast by those people.

Let me answer your question, Mr. Cooper. The land can't bs dissipated,
because it can't be sold. You say it might be ruined by overgraszing or something
like that. My answer is that there are regulations protecting the land.

It might be sold in another way by making leases that are too long. Then
my answer is that there is a limit of 10 years on leases. In fact, it is lower on
some leases.

Lastly, as far as wasting the actual money thr graft is concerned, my answer
to that is the Tribal Council will watch that money closer than the Government ever
watched it.

Mr. Cooper: Well, you have answered my question sabvisfactorily, Mr. Curry,
and I would like to illustrate what in my opinion are some of the things that will
be necessary to be spelled out in the plan for the tribal operation of the land or
any other phase of these things. I am further,K going to make a suggestion which I
hope will be right. I think we are all agreed%gpdiscussion group as large as this
we frequently spend 2 lot of time in discussion. We sometimes get action that is
desirable in smaller groups and work out specific things that ars then presented to
the larger group for action,

I would like to suggest that if it is the wish of the group here that through
the Chairman or by some other means a small: sub-committee be appointed to work as
necessary with the employees of the Agency or the Area Office o detail plans of
operation, plans of organization, and then, when they are satisfactory from the
standpoint of the Tribe, without question andgﬁdvice of their attorneys, we will be
in a position to submit something to the Commissioner and the Secretary with a concrete
recommendation,
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James Mclean: Talking about taxes, suppose the Council got the necessary
functions they are dem:nding from the Indian Office and they were given that
privilege would they in turn be able to turn around and impose taxes on the Tribe
in some way, shape or form? I believe that has happened to other tribes. I think

that should be clarified here.

Mr. Curgz: There is nothing in this proposition that would give the Council
authority to impose taxes. It has in other places amd it can be arranged here. If
you want the Bouncil to have authority to tax you, we can arrange it but that isn't
this proposition. That is on the record.

Mr. Agard: Your allotited lands are being taxed. There is only one difference
between a tax and the fees; it is that they u§§ a dlfferent term to explain it. But
you pay a tax on your allotted lands whaen the™“& 38853 rawn up in the process. That
o me is a tax.

Mr. Mclean: It is supposed to be tax exempt.

Mr. Agard: It isn't exempt because it is a fee.

Mr. Mclean: When the Government took the responsibility of taking care oi
the Indians they said they would protect the Indisn in his tax exemption. I don't
see any reason, whether he brands "I.D.% or not, that he shouldn't be tax exempt.

I think it should cover him either way, whether he brands “I.D." or otherwise.

Mr. Curry: I think the question that Jim raised is a good one but this doesn't
raise it at all.

" T would only likke to suggest one change. I think it would be a good idea o
have a small committee. However, I would like to suggest that we fix the responsi-
bility for submitting a tentative plan. T think we should stop talking at this
point and somebody should sit down and write a plan. Since it was the Area Office
that suggested it, I would like to suggest that Mr. Holmes be delegated to do the
job.

Mr. Cooper: I think that should be a joint responsibility. I may be rabid on
the subject but I don't like to have employees write out plans for a tribal group.

Mr. Currys Mr. Area Director, that is exactly what you are doing. We have
given you our plans. If you want more detail, tell us what you want but don't just
say "We want another plan.® Theh you will want to sit and talk some more. Write it
down. Tell us what you want.,

Mr. Gipp: At the present time some of you probably think that you have pretty
good representatives on the Council, outside of myself. Now if you were to draw up
that plan, give it to the Area Office and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, the
Secretary of the Interior to accept it, we would have to have a finance officer or
treasurer. Naturally we would pick on somebody with some means, somebody that was
known. Well, we have some of those men on ths Council.

Then supposing that this plan was accepted. Amd let's say:that this Fall we
have elections and you wind up with no one on your Council with any msans. The new
Council would also go on record as requesting that the Treasurer does not need to be
bonded. Then you lay yourself open for a right-hand punch.

There is also another small thing that could enter into that and that would
be in the first place the Treasurer is going to request a salary. We ran into that
in our Legion Post. We have a pretty good treasurer ourselves. I think that that
is a pretty big request considering how I believe we would be in line in requesting
those authorities providing we were squared up with the Government and we didn!t owe
them anything.

Another thing, T don't believe we are ready now to assume that much responsi-
hility without some restrictions left on it. Talking about the Government severing

itself from the Indians, 1 think that is gomng to come too fast. I think that is toc
b;c a step. I think the Government is going to sever itself from us too fast for our
omn good. I think if we can prolong that, we are going to profit by it. We are not
going teo be in quite as bad shape.
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Therefore I would like to have the Council . . . I'1l make a motion that
we have an amendment to that resolution. I'1l mske the motion that we will add
®*final approval by the Superintendent." We are going to conduct our own busiress,
so give us that authority. Yet the Superintendent will supervise. 1In other words,
he is not going to run short. Instead of him running it without our guidance, like
it has been, we will run it with his guidance.

Mrs, Tongchase: WMr. Chairman, may I say a few words? I am glad to hear all
this discussion. ™hat the people want, what we want, the Councilmen. I knew they
wanted something but they are kind of scared of those people. What we want, V¥r.
Area officer, is to handle our own leases the way we want to do it so we can live.
The way it is handled by the Indian Off'ice is pretty slow. Right now some of them
are sitbting here. They haven't got no religion, they are half starved, and here
we sit arguing about trying to put the Indians on their feet and all these years
we suffered and suffered. I know I did. I am an old timer and I am not afraid to
talk.

For many years 1 have been attending meetings. I even hitchhiked to Washing-

ton. :
Since the 193l Act became a law here, we haven't got no charter or bylaws but

our money has been tied up here. We get our leases just once a year. Every 12

months we get our 1little lease money. I just get a measly little 332 & year. But

I have to wait and wait. Some of us are sick and are in terrible shaps.

That is why we want control. A man could walk in with a lease, I could
sign his lease and make out papers that he pay me and put it on record and close
my books and walk away with my lease money and I'd be satisfied. Bubt we have to
wait and walt. :

This tribal money that you people are talking about. Some of us never see
a red cent., I have seen a few dollars since I've been on the committee. I will be
very thankful when I get it.

I get a measly $5 because I'm from this District. Of course people have to
come a long ways to get a little additional.

But that is what we want. We want to handle our own affairs because we got
a good Chairman. He is young and he went to school and he knows something about how
to keep things in order for the Indians.

We are supposed to work for the Tribe but since I've been on the Commitiee it
looks like we are working for the Bureau. It looks to me like thah.

When are we ever going to get on our feet? So many yesrs ago the cattle
program came in here without the knowledge of the people and the Land Enterprise.
Ever since then we have been spending money and money and money.

Iast winter we had a tribal herd down here. We paid out by tribal funds so
long as they keep them. They still are here. Maybe we should ask Mr. Cooper to
issue one head of cattle to all of us so we can milk a cow. That would have been
a good idea.

But that is what we want, Mr. Cooper, is to handle our own leases without
somebody pushing me arownd and teking a lease away from me without me knowing it and
leaging it to somebody else.

We had a hard time on this 25-cent an acre lease. Many years we lease our
lands for only 10 cents. That was for many years. All at once the Indians decided
they wanted more money because everything went up. So we said 25 cents now. Ths
Office give us 2l cents and there are still people lined up at the office every
trying to get their lease money. But we have to go to this one, and that one, and
sometimes we make the rounds and we don't get nothing. Especially the people that
come a long ways from the other districts, they have a tough time coming up here.

But I am going to say that Mr. Spencer, ever since he took of fice, we can
walk in and talk to him. He always give us a decent answer. So we feel betiter. But
still we can't get our money the way we want to, on our own and the tribal leases.
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Mr, Spencer: Now wait, Mrs. Longchase. You can only mean the grazing leases.
That money was due April 1 and it was all, I'1l say 95%, paid out before April 1.

lrs. Longchase: Bubt years before, that couldn't be done. I got three checks
in one envelope. That was all right. I got my money. I took it away before they
would take it back from me.

Mr., Curry: Then you are talking about both the tribal land and the allotted
land and you want this controlled by the Indians.

Mrs. Longchase: Yes.

Mr. Spencer: Except for a complicated heirship lands, Mrs. Longchase, and
these grazing leases that necessarily have to be handled in big units, you have that
privilege. TYou have the privilege every time of going out and leasing your farming
allotment and other lands and collecting the money right there. That is given to
you -right now. Pl

Mrs. Longchase: Some of them took their leasing privileges out and had trouble
with it and had to bring it back again. Something went wrong somewhere.

Mr. Blackhoop: When was this resolution drawn up, at this present Council
or in previous Councils?

Mr, Curry: It was drawn up first by the previous Council but later, at the
last meeting, the resolution was adopted which set out-all that went before and asked
that this meeting be called. Somebody mentioned that I called these meetings. In a
way I did. I made a 'phone call and got people together. But the request for the
meetings was in the resolution of this new Council. And that resolution said again
substantially what was said before.

Mr. Blackhoop: I questioned it because as I might put it there is a mis-
appropriation. Most of the members of this Council had no knowledge of this resolution.
There is a man sitting right by me. He didn't know anything about it. There are
only a few men that drew that resclution. I think it is proper for those few men
that are here to explain that resolution. Then the second question is if we have any
control in the management of our tribal lands amd money, revenus that comes out of
“he tribal lands, do you think in your mind that the non-Indian could make a football
ground out of us?

M¥r. Agard: You said that some Councilmen had no memory of this resolution. At
a special meebting of the Tribal Council on March 10, 1952, the members present were
Henry Fasthorse, Paul Reddog, William Gipp, Mrs. Longchase, Sam Crowghost, Jessie
Taken Alive, Shooting Bear, John Tiger, Isaac Hawk and Louis Thief, and I'1l read you
the motion when the resolution was adopted. "It was moved by William Gipp to adept
the resclution No. 5 concerning the control of tribal resources, motion seconded by
Isaac Hawk." All present voted. If he was present, hs should pay better attention to
the meeting.

Mr. Gipp: You know, I believe that that resolution was drawn up because we
have heard that other reservations were having difficulty, that the Superintendent
would go to the chairman and say, "Let's go out and buy a thousand head of sheep®
without the tribe's consent and invested it in some enterprise without the tribal
council's consent, without a discussion, without any plan of operation, and also
going shead with delegation's checks, and so forth, at the tribe's expense, Lo hire
& clerk to a non-Indian who had no presence here, pay them the sum they thought they
should get without even the knowledge of the council. That is what we were trying to
head off. Now I don't believe the Area Office will put restrictions on our Superin-
tendent inasmuch as he has paid that money. Now if our Superintendent was restricted,
and the Area Office could request that he will make no expenditures and invest in no
enterprise without the approval of the Council, I think it will tzke care of the whole
reservation,

M¥p, Curry: Well, I think those restrictions already exist, right now.

Mr. Gipp: It is known, on some reservations, where they have taken monsy outl
of refunds and used them for educational loans without the approval of the council,
without the approval of anybody except the Superintendent.
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Mr, Curry: I think they did that on the basis of an approved budget.

I thin the regulations now require that there be consent of the council before any
money ‘s spent. That has always existed. The important thing, the thing that was
discussed before at council meetings, is that they don't have to do that if they
don't want to. They don't have to go and get consent of the council. Furthermore,
the couneil should have the right to spend the money; not the Superintendent, but
the Comeil. ,

¥r. James Mclean: Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask a question. If a piece
of land is in a wnit and a man wants to withdraw, and if he has a chance to lease
it for more money Lo some individual could he do that?

Mr. Agard: I think lr. Rswie will be in a position to answer that.

Mr, Rawie: If the land .is under contract, during the terms of that contract,
then that would be only withdrawn for the owmer's use himself. Now if at the end
of the contract he wants to withdraw, he can do so, and do whatever he wants with it.

Mr, McLean: He can hire somebody to plow it, or cut hay on it, if he wants to?

My, Rawie: If he wants to use it himself, it may be withdrawn from the con-
tract. However, he can't break a contract and lease it to some other man during that
contract period.

Mr, McLean: Will the comtract . . » .

Mr. Rawie: It is sometimes for one year, sometimes for two years, sometimes
three vears.

Mr. Cupry: The other question was, could he hire somebody to cubt hay on his
owmn land., You have your answer, Jim.

¥r. Cooper: I would like to make clear here to the present Superintendent,

I will certainly attempt to clarify, that at no time should he place himself in a
positicn where he is even suspicioned of spending any tribal money, without the full
knowlecge and consent of the governing body of the Tribs.

Now I say that and I want to elaborate and add to it. I do hope that this
statement won't prevent you as a Tribe or this Council from planning to assume greater
responeibility. It is not the function of any person, just because he happens to be
working on the Government side, to do anything other than encourage tribal groups
and incividuals to plan for the assumption of responsibility. :

Now, I was a little bit concerned. I know that it was not intentional on Mr.
Curry's part, but I was a little bit concerned at the indication that there had been
two anewers given to this matter of planning the program.

I don't think that was intended and if it was I would like to clarify it from
my stardpoint at least. Gensrally, I think that the statement that I made and the
- statement that Mr. Spencer made is correct. With additional authority it is reason-
abls tc expect that additional responsibility will go along. Specifically, it is
entirely possible that in the handling of the Iand and any other phase, an agreement
might te worked out to the benefit of the Tribe that wouldn't endanger some of the
basic privileges such as the tax-free status of your land, I Just want to be surs
that that was made clear.

Mp. Currys Can I ask the next question? Is it possible to have the things
that we ask for without endangering the taxing status of the land so far as you are
concernad?

Mp, Cooper: I feel we have no basis for a yes-and-no answer. I would 83y
this: that the Secretary of the Interior wouldn't give you an answer. I would
certainly be presumptuous to do it. Thus far I don't think we have any basis of
facts.

Mr, Curry: I think we asked for 2 program mesting. We want to know what
the program is that will give the Council power to control their own meney. Wa
would like to know, step by step, what needs to be done to accomplish that, if the
people want Lo do it. There has been no motion made. I think if a motion were made
that perhaps it might be voted on at a different meeting. I don'i know.
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Mr. Spencer: May I ask, is this an official resolution? "On September 26,
1951, an authorized delegation of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe submitted to the
Assistant Secretary of the Interior the following request." In my records there is
ne place to show that came before the Business Council for approval.

Mr., Gipp: I believe you are right, Mr. Spencer.

Mr. Spencer: I am questioning whether you have a walid resolution by the
Business Council.

Mr. Curry: I would like to quote the language of the report of this Indian
Office group that came out here while I was not present. They recited just what you
recited now and then they said the following: *Prior to the departure of the dele-
gation to Washington the Tribal Council on September 18 adopted resclution No. 53,

& copy abtached, which includes the same above statements in scmewhat different
language as well as additional statements relating to the Standing Rock-Cheyenne
merger, etc.” I also want to point to the Resclution which the Chairman read which
I think reiterates what went before it.

So it has been before the Couneil, as I understand it, once befors the dele~
gation went to Washington and once before this meeting was. called. Now, do you want
to repeal it? The question could be raised; but it is official now, Mr. Spencer.

Mr. Gipp: I don't remember our ever acting on the resolution.

Mr. Agard: It seems to me as if they were locking for loopholes in the
administration before and after, the old and new. Let's get down to something con-
structive here. We are Just beating around the bush.

We've got to have something settled, one way or the other. If we want to
withdraw the resolution let's have something definite instead of loocking for loop-
toles as to the wvalidity of these resolutions.

Mr, Holmes: We started along that way a little, to determine what you ought
to do. We got off the subject and have spent most of the day and we have never got
back to what we were discussing.

Mr, Curry: IMrs. Longchase made a2 talk and some other people talked. The
rext point in our proposal is the handling, leasing and management of the tribal
lands and personal property. And the next is ™to hire any necessary employees" and
do your own hiring and firing and having your own bank account and signing your own
leases, and putting it down very plainly and thoroughly, that is what you do. Wow
ny position is that the Secretary of the Interior is in a position to do that for
you and he doesn't have to tzke away any tax exemptions. He dossn't have to take
away your high school. He doesn't have to do anything like that. Now maybe he is
going to do it. Bubt we are going to get that clear on the record that you cammot
have home rule unless you give up your free high school.

Mr. Gipp: I move we amend that to make everything subject to the Superin-
tendent's supervision and then the supervision can be lifted later.

Mr. Curry: Mr. Gipp, do you want this temporarily under the Superintendent's
approval? Do you want it removed at any particular time? Who do you want to have
the power to remove the Superintendentis approval? Do you want that to be removed
by the Government or do the people of the Tribe have the power?

Mr. Agard: I think that is a repetition of what is happening now, isn't
that true? ILverything is subject to the Superintendent's approval right now.

Mr. Gipp: We have known what we have had, and what other reservations have
had, where they have gone ahead done business without our approval. Now this year,
and we are asking for those three things. Now all right, let them grant them to us
providing that we request that teo read "with the approval by the Superintendent.®
In other words, that is the first step. That is a big step. We will cut that step
down to something we think we can handle. We will do our own business and we are not
going to ask him whether he likes it or not. We will just go ahead and do it and if
he thinks it looks good to him, and we will not be sticking our neck out along the line
anywhere, he will approve it., Now we have been hiring our own employees, haven't we?

; Bubt if bhuy don't accepht that, what is to stop him from going out and hiring a dezen
‘ reople, he likes?
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M¥r. Agard: He has to go according to the plan of operation, It has to be
acceptad by the Council,

Mr. Gipp: Now the same way with our tribal lands. The Supzrintenden®
may new take it upon himself to lease those out. Let us do that, with his approval,
in place of him doing it with our approval. That will be our first step. Iater,
when w2 get into operating when we think we are capable of carrying this thing out
in a business-like way, then we can request the Superintenden® to 1ift that approval
business.

Mr, Curry: Would the people have any authority to 1if%t that or not?

Mir., Holmes: I think wha? Louis has in mind is this: that by this proposal
he will fix it so that the superintendent cammot act without the approval of the
Tribal Council and neither can the Tribal Council. It will take the concurrence of
both of them to spend the money and lease the land. Is that what you've got in
mind, Lonis?

Mr. Gipp shook his head. "Yes.®

My, Gipp: We know in our office, we know we had no control. We have had
employ2es working for the Tribe that the Tribal Council had never approved, that
the Superintendent hired. Now, we are going to do that. We have been doing that
recently. Now let's not base our decision on anything that we can do recently.
Let's go back to some years ago. Find out what was going on then, which could start
right in again.

'Tt depends on your superintendent. Now this Council might jump up and thvow
a monksy wrench in this, which was never done before. But if they wWill grant us
this authority, in other words, then I say, let us do it for a while and then mavbe
wo can do il ourselves. But we are not going to go right out now with a bunch of
expensive equipment and we don't know nothing about it.

Me. Curry: I would agree with your suggestion, Louis, if you would permit
the people of the Tribe to remove that power from the Superintendent when they want.
If you say that may be removed only by the Government, then I agres with Whitney
that tne change 1s very slight.

I don't think there is any serious danger of the Superintendent disposing of
your property without your consent. Therefore, the change is very little unless you
providz in your amendment that these powers shall be subject to the supervision of
the Suoerintendsnt excepting that the people of the Tribe by referendum may remove
the requirement. Then I will say that there is an important change because you would
start out under the Superintendent's approval; then when you prove yourself to the
~ people that you can manage properly, that they could then remove from the Council
the necessity of getting the Superintendent's approval. Now I think you would have
a very good suggestion thers.

¥r, Agard: Iouis's first suggestion there was that the charnge of the adminis-
tration wight lead to disaster, you might say. Well, that is what happened in every
organization. It happened in the Indian Bureau. That is the one reason that the
Indian Bureau has gotien so much criticism lately from Congress: that the Indians
are noi advancing as rapidly as they should. That is because of 2ll that chenge of
administration. Sometimes you get good ones and sometimes you get bad ones.

Mr. Thief: When this first came up I was not in here. I was not in the dis-
cussion when this first came up. Then I went on the Tribal Council. Then this came
up. 1 remember now. Without much discussion it was put over. Then I voted. I don't
know just exactly. It was getting late and I wanted to get out. That is just about
the size of it.,

Well, it seems to me, now that Mr. Cooper was going to go where he has been,
I guess. Maybe it wasn't carried out but what he said is going & long ways in con-
trolling our cwn sffairs and thers belongs to the Tribal Council ahout all the liberty
and the control that he wents and still be under Trust.

Now, I am going to relate a little incident. I think David will bear me oub
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on this. I told the people down there at Kenel, in regards to this question of going
to State control, and regarding this here law and order, I said, "Let's be under Mr.
Murphy, it is easier. We will be going out of the Indian Bureau and it's going out
fast enough, especially for us full-blood Indians. It wouldn't hardly affect you
mixed-bloods, you are well off. We are poor, us full-bloods."

By this I don't mean to be misunderstood. It is discrimination, but it is
a fact, Now you see thers are hardly any full-bloods in here. Even Jim isn't a
full-blood. The only full-blood that said anything was Mr. Blackhoop. You notice
right here that the full-bloods are always hanging back. They don't want to say
anything. Well, especially like me.

But I hate to say much. I only went to seventh grade. So you can class me
as illiterate. Don't know nothing. You can tell me to sit down.

‘ Now to get to the point. Now as Mr. Gipp said, to give the Superintendent

‘ authority, that was to leave it just the way it is. He has been doing that and Mr.
sooper said he is going to give us a little more range. So I believe now that we
should repeal that with the understanding that we be given a little more liberty in
our doing business.

I think that would solve the whole problem because I am afraid, you know, if
we go too far that this trust status might be taken away from us and who suffers most
is going to be me. So I think that covers just about what I warb to say. In fact
maybe 1 should make a mobion to repeal that and leave it just the way it was with
this understanding that as Mr. Cooper said, give us a little more string, a little
more liberty, in our business. <

Mr. Gipp: Maybe I haven't express.myself thoroughly. Those authorities that
ws are asking for, if we make that one amendment and it is granted to us we are going
to have power that we never had before.

Who started this enterprise down here, this farming, this tribal herd? That
was without the consent of the Tribe. Where were clerks hired and fired in our office
that we knew nothing about. We didn't know how much they were getting paid or any-
thing. This time, if power is granted to us, instead of the Sups rintendent doing it
and approving it at the same time, all he is going to do is approve it, we are going
to do it.

That is the first step. As I said, left as it is, it is too big. But if you
look in the Congressicnal Record you will find that the Government and the Congress
and the Senstors and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and the Secretary are very
anxious to sever themselves from us. As Mr. Thief said, T am not talking for myself,
I am talking for my own grandfather back home. I can take care of myself. There is
some more that can take care of themselves, but we have some that can't and there is
plenty of them.

Now before the Superintendent he did the business, he did all the thinking,
he did the approving, and he carried out the program without the consent of the Council.
This time we are going to do that and he is going to approve it. That is our first
; step.

i Now I hope that you understand it is not going to be like it has been. You go
back to a year and ask for those same things and you will see that we are asking for

‘ quite a bit. t plan of operation has not been modified or changed in any way

recently, has it? Yet, what does the Superintendent do? Two years ago what did he

do without the Council‘s approval? The things they did, they didn't ask the Council's

approval until after the thing was done. The approval came in later. They went ahead

ard carried out the program and then come back in and said will you approve it. Now

this time we are going to do it and are going to let the Superintendent approve it.

Mr. Carry: Do you wantthemotion to stand with the revision? Now Louis, y &
am not going to try to put my own ideas down here because we have done this before.

One thing I changed a little. You said that all powers shall be exercised subject
te the approval of the Supesrintendent. But I think you didn't mean to include this
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one about the disposition of land. In other words the Council ought to be able
to prevent the disposition of lands without approval. If the Government triss +o
dispose of the land you should be able to stop it and not ask for the Superinten-
dent's approval.

This is your proposed motion for amendment: "That all powers, except the
power to prevent disposition of property, shall be exercised subject to approval
of the Superintendent but the people by majority vote at any time shall have the
power to remove the requirement for his approval.” :

Mr. Blackhoop: Suppose this question of the approval of the Superintendent.
Could the Superintendent, if the Cowncil would change and the Superintendent was
not in good graces with this Tribal Council, would he not get all the testimonies
etc? We tried that before World War I1, while I was Chairman of the Council. Every
time we would make any resolution, the Superintendent and I didait get along so well,
so he turned it down. That is as far as my ball goes ard it bounces back.,

I should think as soon as the present Commissioner of Indian Affairs will
have reference to the Act of 193L, we can have a satisfactory . . . . from the
Indian Bureau as we do now. If we give the Superintendent the final OK of all the
resolutions drafted by this organization it will be just the same way as before.
That has been done by Mr. Clark. Mr. Clark was working with “he Councilmen in
such & way that I don't want to commit myself to make these romarks. But Mr.

Clark was standing behind the picture in the last Tribal Council era. He is the

. one that spent all the misappropriations and mismanagement and he blamed the Tribal
Council. He uses such pretenses by bribery among the Council. That is wWhy we are
now degraded and all the money spent. And that is the reason the guestion arises.

We want the management and contrel of our money. I really don't appreciate
suggestion that the Superintendent be the final UK on all our resolutions. There
should be some way of expending such resolutions thru Congress if we have to do it
in order to gain any effort in what we want to do in our tribal affairs, I think
Mr. Cooper should be glad, and all his cabinet should be glad, that this suggestion
was taken. All afternoon Mr. Cooper has been standing behind the bush and every
time we throw a rock at him he said ®it is not me, it is the “ellow over there.

He should be glad and try to help support us and try to exit us from the Indian
Bureau by a step like this.

Mr, Gipp: I would like to clear up something to the Council and the new
members. This resolution No. 53 was drew up the day before the delegation went to
‘ashington to oppose the consolidation of our Indian Agency. The reason was we
drew that up in a hurry. We figured that, if we could not opt the consolidation,
we could keep that authority here. Ve could manage our own alfairs without having
to run to Mobridge or Aocerdeen every time we wanted something. That was our main
reason.

But inasmuch as it has gone this far we ought tec follow it up to the extent.
Inasmuch as our Superintendent has left hare now, I think the motion I made ought
to be pretty well in line, T believe by adding that last sentencesubject to the
approval of the Superintendent but that the people by a majority vote at any time
shall have ths power to remove the requirement for said approval,® it looks to me
like the Area Office or the Commis sioner or whoever makes the final decision of this
request, of this resolution, is going to take that as a means of pubting this thing
thru.

They will say well maybe we are going to get this thru, whichever the Super-
intendent's approval of., I still think the Commissioner of Indian Affairs is the
one that should see fit when we are capable of doing our own business with the
recommendation of our Superintendent and our Area Office to remove that rasuriction.

Mr. Curry: And you want to take out that part where the people may remove?

If they move the Agency to Mobridge again, then under this dr:ft the people could
give you control.
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Mr. Gipp: Let's leave it the way it is.

Mr. Agard: Do you realize how far this has to go? Aberdeen and several
different offices in Washington. There is 99 chances out of a hundred that it
won't be accepted or that it will be accepted. Then it will have to come back
to the people again, so we are a long way from anything being completed. It
will probably be turned down.

Mr. Holmes: I want to say this, that I think most of you know me. I have
been out here L or 5 times. Never on any occasion have I attempted in any way to
tell you what to do with your business. I am just a lawyer and the advice that
I have given you, insofar as I have been able to give it to you, has been along
legal lines., ,

Now I am going to say this, that I don't quite understand Iouis' resolution
as he has it drawn. We are all of us bound by the Acts of Congress, we are bound
by the law as it exists today. Now I am not at all certain in my own mind that
the Secretary of the Interior can dispose of your land or can remove restrictions
on your tribal lands without an Act of Congress. I don't know what effect this
resolution would have. I am not saying to you now do pass it or don!'t pass it.

But I am making these remarks now so that it will be on record that I didn't sit
quietly by here and see a resolution passed and then later on raise some technical,
complicated legal objection.

As I have said up to now, there is a question in my mind as to whether or not
' the Secretary of Interior himself could dispose of your tribal land or could remove
restrictions on your tribal land under the 1934 Act or other Acts of Congress.

There is question in my mind whether or not you could have the authority to remove
restrictions on tribal lands or to dispose of tribal lands even with the consent of
the Secretary of Interior.

Now, if you construe this resolution to mean that by a vote of the people
of this reservation all restriction on tribal lands is removed, then there is
some question in my mind as to the legality. I am not prepared today to answer
the questions but you see what I mean. There is an Act of Congress that says your
land cannot be disposed of.,

I don't think the Secretary of Interior can sell your tribal lands without
an Act of Congress, and there is some question in my mind whether you can-even
remove restrictions. If this resolution as it is drawn, such as it is, should be
interpreted to mean that, I think that scmewhere up the line somebody is going to
raise that technical guestion. Now your attorney is here and you can-discuss it
with him and you can go ahead pass it if you 1like. A1l I am doing is giving you the
benefit of legal advice at this time. ;

: Mr. Mclean: I would like to have these attorneys interpret Section 3 of the
Indian Reorganization Act that the Secretary of Interior, for the public interest,

is hereby authorized to restore the tribal ownership to many surplus lands of Indians
on the reservation heretofore authorized to be opened for sale or any other form of
disposal by Presidential proclamation,

Mr. Holmes: A great deal of that land has been restored. Every once in a
while you get an order from the President restoring tribal management,

Mr. Mclean: That means certain lands specified by Presidential proclamation.

Mr. Holmes: I haven't looked at your paper there. I haven't read it. TYou
would have to read it all. Just give me a snapshot opinion of it. There are certain
lands that were reportedly purchased from Indian tribes and opened for settlement.
Do you remember? They came out and made treaties and they tock some of the land and
they gave you some more land and they switched around one way and another. Then the
land that you gave them for some other land,they opened that for settlement to white
psople. Now a lot of that was never homesteaded. It was still in Government owner-
ship. Now they passed a law that said you could give that back to the tribe, the
management of that land which has not yet been opened to homestead. Does that answer
your question?




26

Mr. Mclean: TYou said that this would apply to land along the river?

Mr. Holmes: I don't know where it is.

Mr. Mclean: You said the Congress couldn't have any authority. Would that
apply to the taking area?

Mr. Holmes: I said the Secretary of Interior did not have that authority.

I didn't say Congress didn't have that authority. That is another question as to
whether or not Congress has that authority.

Mr, Agard: The motion was that our proposal to Mr. Doty be amended to provide
that all powers requested except to prevent disposing of propsrty shall be exercised
subject to the approval of the Superintendent but that the people by majority vote
at any time shall have power to remove the requirements for said approval. Is there
a second to that motion?

Mr. Reddog: I don't quite get that, Mr. Chairman. Doss that mean if they
grant us that power, what we requested on those three things, that motion be in
effect? If they don't grant us that power, what are we going to do then.

Mr, Agard: There is nothing we can do. v

Mr. Reddog: If they grant us that power that we request, it would have to
be up to the people to vote on that. Right?

Mr. Agard: TYes. That would be added to this request.

Mr, Curry: What the resolution is, as it stands now, is that the Council
would get complete control of the little money you've got and of the land you've
got. But they wouldn't get that until the people agreed to it by vote.

Now,Louis' amendment you are asking that you get that power but subject to
the Superintendent's approving everything from time to time. Now, that won‘t be
granted to you either until the people agree to it. Then later on if the people
decide that they want you to go ahead and run it without the Superintendent approv-
ing it they can give you that power too - - by another vote. That is the way ib
would be under Louis’ amendment.

I am going to say it over again. If the people agree %o it the Council
would have power to run things subject to the approval of the Supsrintendent.
Furthermore, at a later point, the people can take the Superintendent out of the
picture if they want to. Is that clear, Mr. Reddog?

My, Gipp: I would like %o state my reason for amending that resolution.

As T personally see it, we are not ready and capable of handling cur own affairs

to that extent. I further believe that the people think likewise. I don't doubt
but what they are right. That is the reason why I made that amendment, hoping
that the Secretary and the Area Office and the Commissioner of Tndian Affairs would
approve it and give it to us and we could bring it back to a vote and the people
could vote and we'd have that much authority and yet it isn't going to be all the
authority.

Mr. Fasthorse: The Council has the power to approve of everything. Why do
you have to take it back to the people?

Mr. Agard: This is an exception. This is a plan here that you are setting
up. You are going to make provision to have the people accept that by refererdum.
This is an exception to what we have been deing.

You are right that the constitution provides that the Council does have the
authority to make a decision but this is one thing that was drawm up in accordance
with the feelings and the sentiment of the people.

Mr. Gipp says (I don't know where he got his information) he believes that
the majority of the people are not ready to go under the home rule. Now I would
say this: I think that the majority of the people feel that they should go under
the home rule. But they don't know the complications involved. That is the reason
they want to go under the home rule.

Mr. Blackhoop: Which constitution are you using now? I understand that last
time they installed a new Council, the Council used the 191L constitution and bylaws,
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Mr. Holmess You have two constitutions. I have read them both. I have been
advised by practically everybody on this reservation that you are opsrating under
the oldest one.

I don't know exactly the legality of either one of them. But the Council
records are incomplete. As I suggested in the opening of this meeting, 1 have never
been able to figure just exactly how you do operate. I don't say that disrespsctfully,
Just honestly.

Of a1l the times I've been out here everybody has advised me that you are
operating under the 191L constitution. Well the 191l constitution is very short
and doesn't provide any details to speak of for the management of your government.

It would be my opinion and the opinion of most of the pesople on thls reser-
vation, that you are operating under the 191L constitution and that is the way the
people want it. And that is the way we handled the last election question. You
had an election law which you have passed which was supposed tc be pursuvant to the
191l constitution. Now the questions concerning the last election,ws made every
effort to construe those questions in the light of the election ordinance which had
been passed by the Council.

Now the Council saw fit to disregard the election laws, which I suppose they
had authority to do, and they could be amended any time they wanted it. I took issus
with that at the meeting and we settled that I think with the full, clear hearing,
and everybody said everything they wanted to at thal meeting. Now I don't think I
have anything further to say.

Mr. Currys Wr. Agard, to get back to the subject here we had & motion by
¥r, Gipp and he wants to know if there is a second to that motion. If you want to
discuss it further that is all right. If there is no second to your motion, Louis,
then the other resolution will stand.

¥r. Thief: Haven't we been doing our own business lately, this year? At
isast if we have not been doing it before we just started now.

Mr. Gipp: Tes. Because the Superintendent has gone along with us. But
supposing he moves out next week and he decides to change his ways. So far it has
been swell, yes. But that is exactly whalt we are asking for, what we are doing now,
because the Superintendsnt is cooperating with us.

(Mr. McLaughlin seconded Mr. Gipp's motion. Vote of 7 yes, opposed 2.
Hotion carried.)

Mr. Agard: The next thing in line for discussion would be the probabiiities
for setting up a committee to work up a plan to present to the officials for the
approval and recommendation. How large a committee would you suggest, Mr. Cooper?
Do you have any idea?

Mr. Cooper: 1 don't know whether it would be proper for me to suggest how
many. Probably five members from the Council. Or, if you care to, you could go
oubside the Council.

Mr, Agard: Well, I think we should do it here and now, out of the members
that are present. They have fresh in mind the discussions we tried to bring out
this afternoon. If we wait until the next meeting you might not be liable to get
somebody. It is in order to leave the floor open for nominations for a committee
Lo set up a program to be submitted to Mr. Cooper for recommendation. The floor is
open for nominations.

Mr. Louls Gipp made a motion that the Chairman nominate a committee of thres.

Mr. Viliage Center seconded Louis Gipp's motion.
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Mr. Acard: That the Chairman be authorized to nominate a committee of three
to draw vp the proposed home rule plan to be presented to the Council, the Chalrmen
being an ex officio member. That motion was seconded by Mr. Villags Center and
a vobe will be taken on it.

Yes 9, and no nona.

Mr. Agard: Now is there anything further thalt we can talk about at this
time?

The Tribal Council then praceededbto the discussion of other matters.




