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ssevsel would like to present for the information and consideration

of he Gobbies & mm or o s sah coatel Geadistans 4
the Standing Rock Reservation of North and South Daketa, smd to explain
briefly the need of a rehebilimtion program for the Sioux people of
Standing Roek as recognized by the Business Council and their people.

In order to fully appreciate and impartially consider the economic and
social problems of the Stonding Rock Sioux people teday, I believe it most
mmnﬁmnu&mmumirMmmumm
in this area. Records indicate that the Sioux people assumed occupancy and
use of the lands adjacent to the Missouri River where they now live, around
1810, Negotiatioms amd tresties between the Sioux people and the United
States began as far back as 1815, aww&mmuuotﬁuw
throughout the years materially affected the lives of these people. (For a
quick reference of the Acts ond treaties, see pages 458«499 and 507 snd 508
of Congressional Compilation Serial Noe 30 of June 13, 1950, and for the
details of the trcaties, see Indian Affairs - lews smd Treties by Kappler,
Volse 1, 2 and 3)¢ The first Indian Agency headquarters for the Standing

Rock Sioux was established in 1868 and wos known as the Crend River Ageney,
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Dakota Toerritory. Im 1873, the Agency headquarters were moved north to its

present location om the banks of the Missouri River, where it has remuined
for the past 72 yoars. mmawmmmu
varicus Aets of Congress between 1868 and 1907. The cconcmic smd soeial
conditions of the Standing Rock Sioux Trive were saterially sffected by
the many Acts during those years.

boundary of the Resorvatiom. Todsy, feservation lands beund the Missourd
River on the west from the Cammon Ball FEiver im Horth Dakota to the Grand
Rver in Scuth Dakots - & distance of approximetely 80 miles. Fro= the
timbered bottom lands amd the adjecent prairies, the Sioux people have lived
on Hature's resources. Buffalo, deer, amtelepe, olk, rabbit, yrairie dog,
wild fowl, wild vegetables, fruits and berries were their sources of food
and ¢lothing. The timbor along the Hizsourl River - ash, mm.m
elder, elm, ok, and willow ~ provided shelier snd fusl. Today, sany of these

some matural resources are svailable to the Standing hoek Sioux people.

WEES OF WILD LIFE, JEUIT, AND TDNBER).

THE Siocux peoc le of todsy sre saiking vee of these mme rescurces as d4id
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From 1810 to 1955, the botton land of the Missourd River and its

tributaries, with timber for homea and fuelj the wild life, vegetables,
fruoits, :néd herbes for food and medicines, have been & common grapary or
commissary for the Standimg Poek Sicux. Remains of large villages and
mmmumwxmmnmmmmm
mmwm‘

Todey, we find that 90% of the resident population of the Standing Roek
Tribe live within a sixemile ares of the Hissouri River or a tributary such

as the “rand oy Casnoa Ball Rivers.

The origimal boundary of the Standing Rock Reservation emccupassed sone
2,332,798 acyes. Today, its boundsries are xoted on the mepe as Sioux and
Corsen Counties of North »nd South Dakotae The origins) acresge has
diminiched by over 50% vith a present total of 987,393 acres (ijemey Nealty
Oftice figures). This is subdivided by 777,048 seres of allotted lond and

210, S4h seyes of Tribdelly-cwned lamd., Precemt land status is indicated on
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Sines 1947 - 62,687 seres of the Stundimg Rock Sioux Ressrvation have

been aliennted.

If the lamd of the Standing Roek Reservetion could be equally divided

emong all of the esrelled members of the Tribs, there would be 187,48 seres

per person. This in an ares whevre conservetion practices are o sust, snd

vhere an economic unit of dry farm lamd, in production and fellow, would

noed be not less tham 800 meres for mam individusl to maintein am adequate

standard of living. Purther, it iz condeded that a successful livestosk

enterprise cannot be operated on less tham a2 129 to 175 gow head basis.

mmmm,mwagmuwammynmmtm
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sapacity, ecteblished to conserve the land and grass sgeinst the dry

yourss Ewen 1if this carrying capecity were reduced from thirty to twenty
seres por animal wnit, it would take betwesn 3,750 und 5,000 acres of
mmw,mmm.mmmrmmwgmmam
a livestook operator.

The lands of the Standing hoek Feservatiom hsve mever been cospletely
mwmmuaumh.;mmmmmnm.

there were 6,061 head of Indlsm-owmed cattle om the Ctanding Nock Indiem

Reservatiom. A6h head of horses are listed for that same year. m-m-u
wmwmmwmwm.wwamm, 17,640
mum,mmmsmmmmm‘mémum
fwt&mﬂyﬂmh&nwmzﬁmm.alﬁ%prhﬁe{
cattle. Prairie hay lands are lessed at 75¢ per scre. Hay production en
these lands is wholly dependent om the ammual rainfall, Frem 1/35 to 1/2 ton
per scre is oconsidered an averaze smmusl harvest,

The use of crop lands on the Hescrvation ave:

indian Use 34239
Nop=Indian Use 36,052 (Tigurer sFppssey by Asevey
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Farm leases may be negotisted by the land owner and the fees vary. Ia

mmuﬂﬂt&@wmh&m‘,ﬂha“”;&m
mﬁ.nmmawmmmmtmmm
sn imeresse of the Tribel members over 100% since December 26, 1578, when
ww:.hmusmmhtmm,mm

; mmemmMmmsmmm
Wwﬁmxmcmkiuuim-&%m;maw%

1951 = = = = = = = = 3,608
1920 = » = = = = = = 3,453
12 = = = === - - 3,558
1080 = = = = = = = = 2,611 (Commissioncr's Hepert of 1380)
WP = = = = = =« = 2,583 (Conmissionor's Reyert of 1878)

The Stending Rock 3Sioux pecple ere not a2 vanishing race ss regorde of

the Agency Hospital will revesl. In 1954, there wvere 112 births recorded to

semsm;mmm. ’Mtgamymth’ Bospital reeuris
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 further revoal that since 1947 thers have bsen 010 births end 295 deaths,

nmm&&ﬁmw%m

: mm.munmmumamm

fors labor on or neer the reservation ic the closest source of family income
other than the few families employed by the Suwesu and the Tribe. The
agsregate income of the 532 femilies visited out of the total of 630 resident
Indian familles in 1950, » indieated by the Missouri River Basin Investigation
Committee’s report of 1551, was §786,179.00. The medisn income of the

. Feveal that §330,506400 was dlsbursed for old age sssistance, Ald to
thm,m@mmmfmwmw,m:@
MﬂMWMMmﬁmw.ﬁtmlﬁﬁg
mﬁ.mm”ammmmm,umamm
the month of Jamuary 1955, there were 535 houscholdn om the Standing Fogk

Fessrvation receivimg public asuistence from the igeney, Sicux and Corson
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Counties of Nerth and South Dekote. This made a total of 78.9% of all

housebolds on the Standing kock Feservotion.

For the month of June 1955, there were 445 bouseholds representing

The reisburscble pregrosmws initisted in 1915. Property was purcbased
from Tribal industrial assistence funds snd sold on sale contracts to the
individual. In 1926, gratuity funds were mode svailsble under the Industry
on these losnas.

At the present time, the Tribe has borrowed from the Umited States
§350,000.00. Of thias, there is $67,000.00 on hand. losn spplicntions
presently being processcd sprroxisste the sase asount.

The Tribe eriginally borrewed 3,029 head of repaysent csttle from the
NNW%%NW%MMM&‘W
basise Whem this progremws discontinued by an Aet of Comgress im 1952
wmwummmmmmmmmmsuusgm

To date, $152,343.00 has been pald on this indebtedness, with a balance of




Pribe 1,257 head of catile. fone are delinguent. The Stemding Reck eredit
rating is very 'gwd in thds inelance.

mmwm«mmmzmamnefﬁm,m

WMMe:meMMthﬁa-
Mmmmmminwhmmﬁnﬁtmh
presently on a sound bosds. Present loans are well sscureds Daring the
wﬁmﬁﬁm”wwgmtmmmmﬁ;mwﬁ
to $10,000.00 in their enterprise.

mmwum,mwM§wmmmwm
GMW’%MMthMM§mWM
Mnmm&anﬂlmmgm&&m@m&Mm
ars delinguont.

The aversge msber of mature livestock ia mow 93 head yer clisnt. The
mmxmmu;uuhm.sa,mm, lend ownership of our

loan elients presentt o most sericus probles. of the 31 loan ¢lients mentioned,
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their sverege individual land holdings is but 261 scresy of this, eome of

sway from the client home base. lack of fumds for these operstors to purchase
their land buce precents & sericue problem to their successful future.
The housing situstion on the Teservetion say be ¢ nsidered subestonderd.

FISTED) . Of the 502 houes visited by the Missourd River Dasin

Iavestigation staff, it wes recorded that BO% of the homes had but one or
tws roons. Immdequately construsted and in poor physisal conditien.-
Wmamrmzwwmwmemmm'
thelr drinking water. mﬁtxwmmfmmumxmg
sufficient out-bulldings and the poor comsiruction of thoss that exist.
mmnmmmumwmmm
employess & fow days age, iz recorded as 3,50L. mmmm
that 1,764 enrolled members live sway from the veservation, zaking the total
Me!&WmMW,EM&Wﬁhmma
yoars of sge or youmger. muanm@rme

eounoale snd social futurs of these pecple.

S
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RESERVATION CEMSUS (¥¥VISED)

lack of sducation hse been a major fector in the sdvancesent of the
stending foeck Sicux Indian pecile. The median mumber of yesrs of school
attendance, all ages, being 7.3. The Standing Rock Busimess Coumeil recoge
Mmmmﬁrm&mmmmﬁmam
rohabilitstion progrum.

AM»MWMMMM&%W&&&WM
is that of the dual lamgusge. 7o those who have not dealt with bilinguel
people, it is difficult to therougily enderstand the importance of this
gitustion. W‘aﬁ%xb&lﬁg&!’ammwm,uh
difficult to convey the thought and setion correctly in the =ind that

interprets the situstion in Sicux. Jeoording to the HeH.D.l. Heport fo. I8
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uaﬁprmm,mssmwuwum. In 305 of the homes,

Wuam:mmmwgmummm.uism
m,ammhwqﬁm«‘mawm.
mumaazammm/amwm The elevation of
mwm:mz,éwmtuz.manaa-mmi. It
MthmnmmwthMIﬁﬁuW'
Oshe Fessrvoir is 1,620. mmwutmmmmntut
of rolling uplends and level prairis londe typieal of the Great Flains area.
hmm,mzaﬂhm@uﬁm Sperse graes and a low live-
Mmmwummthmﬁm& Some of the lands
MhMMamwwa&nMMvﬂh;
mmmmummm The tempersturs has
mﬂm:u@oﬁnamtﬁtlnGﬂaﬁwﬁhﬁam.km
mmummmmmmmmma
from a low of 5" to 21", Mmm:mwmn
average of sbout 15%
mm»:mﬁmmmmwm

Series. Mmamwmaammm. in the northerm
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ares, & belt of land s under leld with Fox Hill ssndstone. The water table

at 30* to 60%, while il other areas they reach a depth of 100 to 160 feet.

There are deposits of lignite ecal ia both North and Seuth Dakots aeas
of the Feservation. The extent and velwe of these deposits have never been
informetion as to the precently unimown resources of the Fescrvetion. Witk
the discovery of urenium just west of the Feservation, the Coumeil hopes its
gurvey may be made at an esrly date. The rescurce survey will imclude tests
for oil, ges, gravel deposits, snd any other rosource of commercial walue
or for individual or Tribsl use.

The Hissouri Hiver Baain Investigation staff completed an excellent and
detailed study of the sovinl economic conditioms of the Standing lock
Regerveticn. With your persission, a eopy of mk.n.n.x‘ Report No. 124
will be filed with you for the record and for your refsrence.

The Standimg Fock 5icux Tribe is an unincorporated tride of Indiems,
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s
boving accepted the Deorgamimation Act of Jume 18, 1934. The Tribe doece

not heve a corporate charter, and funetions under a Constitution snd By-laws
memmy«mm The governing body is known as
the Standing Fock Sioux Tribal Councll, eonsisting of 1% wembers and the
Cheirmane Two Councilmon are eleetod frow each of the sevem districts of
the Reservetion, and the Cheirmsn is elected at large by popular vote. The
muwmmhmstthtfﬁbsaéwth@tmctnmm
budget. Tribel funds are made available through the leasing of Trivel lands
and certein service foss as provided under the terms of their Tribsl Land
Tnterprise.

The Agency headquorters is logsted st Fort Yates, North Dskots, county
seat of Sioux County, population spyromimstely 1,000. The Ageney buildings and
the townsite lie ubove the 1,620 comtour level, but s causewsy will be required
ummmmu&mmnmwummmm.
The Agemcy emd towmsite will spyroach island stetus whem the water in the
wwmmmm&

(g EXCTUPE OF FORT YaTis).

The conctruction of the Jshe Dan and the subsequent impounding of the
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waters of the Nissouri River in the reservoir, cousonly described os the

toking ares, will ceuse complete disruption of the ecomomy of the Standing
Bock Sicux people. It will have an adverse effect om the secial structure

of the resident populationm. I would cite the Kemel townsite as an exemple.
Here the entire area iz iz the 1620% comteur level. GSeheool buildiags, churches,
shrincs, cemsteries, as well as the individual homes, must be relocated.
Mnaatmcnnthmhﬁﬁmmwmn@mrlmiu
responsible, selferslisnt members of our soclety.

It is @ifficult to determine the sctual demages in dollars and cents.
This is not a esse of ome party wanting to sell, another to buy. It is even
mnmsmgmmwma&mmﬁm‘mmm
to visualisze the relocation problems of the fesilics moving from the reserveir
area to the higher, trecless prairie, without the matural resources of fusl,

ghelter or shade. Virtually o pevw country and a nev way of 1life.

In equity, therefore, it ic mecessary to establish two separate claims.

One to cover the nctunl damsge esused by loss of land, timber isprovementis, .




snd 2 sevorance. The sesond, sn attempt to place & dollar value on the
indirect or intamgible demages to the people of the sStanding lock Sioux Tribe.
The yhotographs which I will dleplay st this time, taken aleng the Missourd
wzumtmm‘mm@mamm,umm
reservoir eres, I believe present irrefutable evidenmce of both the dipect

. ond intangible damages caused by the construction of the Cshe Dem. Damsges
to the individucls and to the Stamding Bock Sicux Iribe.

Along the Missouri, Cammon Bell, and Grend River bottoms for a distence
of seme 228 miles, a distance comparsble from Washington, De Gey to New York
City, the shore line of the Oahe reserveir will cover the finest crop anmd
hay lands in the states of Nerth smd South Dekota. lends which esmmot be
Wﬁmamﬁammmmm

Hetweess the river amd the upland sre thousends of mres of the finest
posture snd grasing lands. During the drouth yesrs, thess lands carried the
livestock of the Reservation.

fhe value of the sheltersd fseding areas along the rivers cannot be

overestimted. (SUO¥ P FEED 1OE ARDAS). 1 quote frem the U.SeDeds

~ Tearvook of igriculture - 1949:
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"Dalryuon, livestcok feedsrs, and breeders have rather positive idecs
of how the protection afforded by trees reduces their feed bills and imeresses
their ealf orcps. Dightyesix livestock feeders in Nebraska snd South Dakots
§Wt&kwmxmam“m&ﬁmm
reported that thelr ssvinge amounted to more tham £500 sanmually; 53 dairymen

placed thelr savings at $600.*

* % s 8 8 s

exporizent stetion at Ardmore, South Dekots, invelved the weighing of two
herds of eattle in different pastures, ome protected by the matural tree and
shrub growth along a streem, and the other without proteciion. They were
re-welighed after a 3-day blizsard. The animols that had some protection
each lost am average of 30 pounds less than those in the exposed pasture.”
cersasee

"Further study of the subject wus made st the Nontame Agriculturel
Experiment Stetion st Havre. Twe hewds of cattle vere wintered on the ssme
ntuuomkmmhﬁhncftmﬂm.mm.hum
lot with some protecticn from & shed. The tree-protescted animals gained

349 more pounds each during = mild winter, and lost 10.6 pounds less during

& severe winter, than the unprotectad herd.®
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the dollar and cents value of Simber and brush shelter, it may be clearly
sscertained as to the fineneial and intangible lose to the individuals and
ummm%m:ﬂmﬁawwwmnamw
Detie Enmmmimm;mu‘mmmmm
be replaced?

The loss of the direct and indirect value of the timbor on the Standing
hoek Peservation within the reservoir area presents smother problem for
eguitable consideration. The timbered area is, and has boea for generations,
& source of firewood, house logs, fence posts, corral posts, and of later
years, saw logs. Ash, sottemwood, box elder, elm, and willow are predominant.
¥ild fruit and berries are sbundsnt in the ares.

The pieture which I will now show represents the type of saw and house
logs found alomg the Missouri, Orand, and Cannon Ball “ivers. The continuous
annval harvest of timber in this area reprecente ®mt only an anmual cash |
ingome, but & source of firewood, house logs, fence posts, and poles for

homs usce vhen the lamds are imundated by the waters of the reserveir, all
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of these items will have to be purchased, if they cem be ocbtalmed at all.

There iz an incressing demamd for the use of cottomwoed lusber. It is now
being used as the immer layere in the production of plywoed amd & base for
veneer on various types of furniture. It makes excellent box wood. Rough

the Reservation for all types of




