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By John Lamot

In the fall of 1868 I was working for Baker and there were & couple
of Indiens, One was shot and the other was hung at Levin's on Sun River,
Baker got me to go up on high wood to work with cattle, so I come back down
and when I did he got me to go out North with a load of freight to help
Charlie Conrad, and so‘when I got there I loaded up and I told Baker that
there was a whole lot of danger out with the Indians. He said "No, there
is no danger; not any more than *+here is here." He kept at me and told me
what I had to look out for was that they were great to steal, They would
rob, and I had to look out for that, and that they were great to bluff,
They were going to bluff 1like everything, 8o, I got a man to go with me
to show me where to go,

I had never crossed the Teton before so this Baker described to me
where I had to go and this men, who was going to go With me, told me where
I had to go and said he would catch up. I did not know why he would not
start with me, but it was not long after I got stsarted hefore I found out,

I got across the Teton and as I was going up the hill a war party
jumped me up and they were on the bhluff, They shot their guns off and I
had to knock them away from me and from my head, They put bows and arrow§

I pushed them away from my breast. I thought they were awful on

I made out, *hough, to get to the top of the hill and they would
stop my team and I was having an awful time with them, and I know now that
they wers making signs that I was crazy, and so I went to work and started
my team and kept going as good as I could, and they would keep stopping me
and going after me with their guns,

I jumped iﬁ the wagon and grabbed an axe that was in there, I had
& barrel in the wagon and broke the head in and threw out some hard tack

(crackers), They began picking them up and thought they were pretty good,

and then I raised the barrel up and put it on the side of the wagon and

n
™
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shook them hard tack out and I emptied pretty near the whole barrel of
them, and then 1 drove on,

I got %o where they call Bull Bear Springs and I waa.told to camp
there. This men neﬁer catched me up, so I camped, and I had nof camped suah
& great while when these Indisns come, I had trouble with them right along.

8o, I got my supper, I had a little bit of & coffee pot, some sugar,
beans &nd coffee, and had my supper, They wanted me to cook for them, I
gave them my coffee pot, sugar, coffee and some more hard tack and let them
cook, It was such a small coffee pot it took them & dong while before they
could get coffee, T™hey had to melt snow in *he ocoffse pot.

I got to go to bed and in the night they tried to teke my blanket
away from me, I had an awfulhtime trying to get tc sleep. I lay there end
far in the middle of the night Charlie Conrad come. He wanted to know
whose team was that and asked "Who are your™ Baid I, "Lamot.® "Rakers,® he
s8ld, 8o I eaid yes I was Bé&kers. FHe sald "I want you to get to camp and
&g early as you can in +the morning. I am having fits there. I am having
an awful aight of trouble,* Said I, "I am having an awful sight, here, and .
wi}i‘hoke up now if I had the cattle," &aid he, "The cattle is right out
w86 Whose, I will drive them in if you will hitoh up, I don't make much
ndise on account of the Indians, They are & big party."

He went'out end drove them in and then I yoked them &ll up but I
never hitched a chain until I got them all in their place, and &s quick ae
I went to chaining them together the Indiens all woke uﬁ, because they heard
the ohains rattle,

So I started and I drove until day light snd when I dooked back there
Wwas a squaw on & trail wagon. H don't know how she got there or enything
else, and then the Indians castched me“ﬁb again snd they tried to turn my
team towards the Marias, and I looked back &t this woman and I would see

her end she would make signs which way for me to go, and she made me
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understand her, 8o I went on the way she wanted ms toc go. They would turn
my team every little while, but I would turn them back,

8o we got to pretty near Dead Indian Coulee and the Indians left me
but the Indian women stayed on the wagon, After she stayed on & while she
started to get off and I stopped the teem and she got down and mede signsa
where I had to go, 8he showed me & whole lot of horses I had seen feeding
on the hille, After she showed me, she asked me, "Would you give me &
piece of baeon," just as plain as oould be in English, I tried to talk %o
her in English and she did not answer me at all after, I gave her all the
beeon I had. Every bits -

I drove then until I eome to the camp, Théy were awfully tickled
for me to get there, Starr was there and he come out and Charlie Conred got
out and we unloeded and went in camp end we had an awful time there, They
were having an awful time, They were pretty mean,

We traded conelderable sb I éat some hard tsek for supper and By Golly
next morning when I got up, Charlie Conrad said "Oughtntd we to have some
breskfast}" Said I, "Yes, ws will cook breakfast.* So we mixed up some
flour (they furnished the buffalo fat to fry the bread) and then made some
coffee and mixed up the biead. I started frying and said this Interpreter,
*Do you‘kncw what the Indiane said}" Charlie Conrad said "No." "TPGY said
*When you cook you have to cook for them, and when they cook they will cook
for you.!'"™ 8o they mede me cook 2ll day way until way in the night before
I could quit, They made me,

80 the next morning when I got up I said, "Had we better not cook?*
and he said "Yes.," I took & big dish pan and filled it pretty near full of
flour and then I mixed it up and said "You eook while I go &nd look for the
cettle." 8aid he, "All right." I went to look for the oattle and I found
a good plece where I could cache (hide)} and I lay there in the cold all day
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until it was getting ﬁight, and I came out of there and I went to ocamp, to
lodge, and I pretended I had walked and was awfully tired, but I was not,,
Charlie Conrad was still cooking, so they made him coock for me so I got
something to eat, He had to cock way in the night before they let him quit,
8o that went all right,

We went fc bed and got up the next morning. He said to me "Hadn't we
better cook?” I said "Yes,* I said "I will mix the bread, you start cook=
ing end I will go and get the cattle,” He said, "No you don't, YOu do the
cooking.," I said, "I won't do no such things I won't oaoks' He sald,
*Neither will I cook." They said when they cooked they oook‘for us, and when
we cook, we cook for them, . )

So the Interpféter, Starr, was talking to the Indians &ll the while
and laughing and I did not know what they were doing that for, so pretty
soon @& women got & big pot and filled it up with meat, The Interpreter kept
talking to her., 8She took the kettle full of meat outside and comes back in
with it, poured water in it and put it on the fire to cock, The meat got
cocked and she got some dishes,got the meat in them and she was awful cares
%ﬁ} getting the meat out of the kettle, 8he put it 1n‘two big dishes, &
whole lot, ®he was awful, awful careful, and so she handed me & dish and
she handed Conrad & dish,

Said I, "Conrad, I can't eat this," He said, "I ean,¥ I turned
around and got close to the lodge andAwas pretending I was eating and was |
all the time pudhing it underneath the ledge to the doge outside, and when I
got my dish empty, I handed it back to them for some more, pretending I
wanted some more to cat, |

Well, they all started langhingﬁ? This Starr started talking. It made
me mistrust something when they handed me baek the dish. 8aid Charlie Conrad,
"How can you eat that} I cantt touch it.* He oéid; *Just look, it is all

menure, buffalo menure.* Well, it was, so I mistrusted and wrote & note
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to him. I took out my peneil and wrote him a note eaying, "Do as I did, on
account of mistrusting that the Interpreter put a job up on us." 8o he |
wrote back to me and said, "What do you do3* I said, "I pushed it under the
lodge and fed iﬁ to the dogs, and so I did not eat this that they gave me
the last time.," As I knew they would mistruet if I could eat all the second
dish I pushed part of it under the lodge and gave them back thé dish.

It went on for & while after breakfast about an hour and I was pretty
hungry. Said I to Starr "They said they would aook for us when they cooked
and we would have to cook for them when we cooked}" He said "Yes." 8Said I,
"There is a whole lot of driéd meat hanging up here drying snd I would like
somé of ‘that méat roasted.*' 8tarr laughed and telked to the Indians, and
they roased a great big slab, Charlie Conrad eaid "I like roastéd meat, too.:
8o they roaeted him some, too, and after that we alweys liked roagted meat
80 we did not have to cook any more., We would get them flour and coffee
80 they could make it for themselves, and when they made 1t they would give
us a cup of coffee,

They began runnihg the white men, the traders, out of ecaumps, There
were geveral different plaeces where they were eemped around there, There
was an &wful sight of Indisns, an awful aight, *hore were several different
eamps right e¢lose and there were traders in them all, There was Carl and
8teel had en outfit; Fur Company had an outfit snd Powers had an outfit, and
I wes with Baker, Well, it kept getting woree and woree, the trouble in
camp, and at last they shot at Joe Pierson. He was working for the Fur Co.
They run him out of camp and they toek all the gune and everything. They
run 8teclts outfit, Jimmie Arnold and his men, out gnd tobk all the stuff
and they shot at Frenk Pierson, HMe was,Working for the Fur Compsny, and they
run the Powers outfit out (I forgot their names that was trading for them),
Capt: Nels and Charlie Duwal wse coming out and they run them baek to Ft,

Benton,
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It kept getting worse and worse 8o We did &ll our eérrédpondepce,

Charlie Conrad and myself, down by writing to one another, not talking be«

 cause we got afraid of their Interpreter, 8o, it kept getting worse and
worse. They tried to meke us leave the outfit we was in and we thought they
were bluffing, as Baker always said, so we would not leave, We stayed right
there with it. )

We were always having an awful sight of trouble, an§ at last the
young Indians came in there with their robes and blankets on and sat right
in front of us. We could see juut>their eyes, They had the blankets all
over their heads and all that they showed wes their eyes, The Indian's name
whose lodge we was in, they ealled him Full Bear. ‘Me then comes and these
Indiens all jumped up end they dropped their robes and blankets and they
had their guns, This Indian, Full Bear, he jumped up with & 8ix shooter
end points it towards them, and he gtarted to talk, They were hollering and
I think what he was saying wes "Whoever shoots I will shoot them," I don't
know, but I think that was what he said, and then he began to holler kind
of different and all at once there was a whole lot of Indiesns eome rushing
in there with their gune &nd these youmg Indians who were in there pretty
near broke their neeks getting out,

Then he tried to get us to go to leave to camp and we did not do 1t,
8o these old Indisns loaded up our stuff;in spite of us they loaded it in
the ‘wagons and went and got th- cattle and made me yoke up and made us go.
8o we started eand there was quite a party of these o0ld Indians stayed with
us for a long ways, until we got pretty close to Bull Bear Springse again,
When we got elose there the Indians left us and told us not to stop until we

got to Benton, R
Well, *the eattle was getting pretty tired and we had to camp, Said
Charlie Conrad "We ain't got nothing to eat." 8aid I, "Yes W= have plenty

to eat," Mo I got up on the wagon and tock off some power fleshes filled
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with meat and I began to open them up and I opened three up and theres wes
nothing but dupoya and dried meat in them, and the fourth one I c¢pened weas
Indian dried tongues, You ouéht to have geen him eat that tengue. We had
an awful good meal, an awful good meal, |

80 we drove to Benton from there, This dried meat was to go to the

Intsrpreterts wife,

TAE
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I had & trading post on High River = Dick Rary and myself., Dick
Bary used to be with Jessie James and that gang. I had hired a Blackfoot
Indien by the name of Blackfoot for an interpreter and he wes married to a
young girl, and when she came to the house she said, "I am & white womén

now. I am going to live with the Whites." 8he did not have her husband

but got Irish John, a nigger, for an inteipreter. S8he was afraid to get h( 
husband, afraid that he would not tell what she wanted to tell,

"I am a white woman and I ought to have a white women's dress." I
told her, "Yes," 8o I went and got ten yards of calico in the trade room. .
I gave it to her with thresd and needles, 8he said, "I can't make it; I
can't meke it. I can't ocut it." I sald, "I can cut it for you," I got &
butcher knife, (1t was a dirt floor.) I got to measuring‘her end cutting
it with & butcher knife, When I got it out I handed it to her with needles
and thread, and she said, "I can't sew it, I can't sew it.," So, I went to
work and sewed it and made it for her, &nd she went and put it on end céme
back and said, "Now I-got a white women's dress, 1 ought to be able to cook."®

We wanted her to cook awful ba&, I said, "Yes,"we want'"~ you to cookd
8he said, "Can I cook some ears?™ Said I, "Yes," They are dried apples in

ngs. 8he went and got them and clesned them nice and clean; All.I had

e five gallon camp kettles, Two or three men walked in then and she went
to cleaning the dried apples. Bhe-gleaned them good and clean, She put
them in the kettl! and when she thought I was not watching her she got up
and pushed them down with her hand & hard as she coulds These men tried to
have me stop her but I told them, "No, let her go.," I was going to have &
big trading party the next day and it did not hurt to see, I could give the
Indiens & lot of apples and they would be all soaked up, They would think I
had a big heart,

She got the kettle over two thirds full of dried apples pressed in

tight. 8he said, "Now, can I cook some beane?*”“-_aaid, 'Yel, you can,¥ I

wes close to the fireplaoe eand I waa txying to knoek aut & ehinking out of

Merrill G. Burlingame Special Collections Montana State University-Bozeman Do Not Duplicate Without Permission



#2.
the wareroom. 8he would look at me every time I hit the chinking and I
pretended I was fixing the fire for her, When she was not locking at me I
would knock the chinking, end got it knocked out at last, 8he started pute
ting water in the kettles and I said to the men, "Let's go in the other |
room," | |

80, we went in the other room and I took.out some robes and put thenm
close to where I knocked this chinking out sc we could watch her, 8he did
not have them on the fire no length of time until the apples began to fall
out and she would just take off a few thst was dropping off and put in
dishes and in rages, 8o it was not long until she come to me end she called
me by an Indian name, Little Mule, and said "I want you to get something to
put them ears in.," 8o I got up and went in the trade room and got ten yards
of cotton and tore it‘inta‘one yard strips, because I tought it would make
good dish towels,

I kept watehing her put them in there, and you ought to have seen her

_wWhen the beana’began-cbming out and it just kept her jumping from the bean
pot to the dried apple pot, and she filled those rags full of beans and

dr;ed apples., When she got all done putting the beans and dried apples that

MBut into the rags, she had a put full of dried apples and & pot full of
Seans,

| Wh=n they were cooked I took these dried apples and beans in the trade
room, on acoount of a big trading party coming the next day, so when the
Indiens I gave them a load of dried apples for tails (presents) came they
tought I had an awful good heart, | '

Afterwards she come on this side of the Line and my sister come to the

country and she got acquainted with’myu&;ster, and got so she could talk .
goqd English, and she told my sister about what I had done to her and about

my getting her to cook the dried apples and beans, She told my sister thtt I

ought %o have stopped her and I told her, "No, it was no such thing; that I
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was doing her a good lesson in teaching her how to cock beans and dried
apples." 8he said, "No, I have never forgotten it. Every time I cook

beans or dried apples I think of the firet time I cooked them."
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By'Johh Lamot

‘; In the fall of t71 and '72, I was stopping with Conrad and a beggarts
Gﬁtfit. I went over to Kipp's Fort one day and they were having lots of
trouble there with the Indians drinking. Calf Shirt was there and J. D.
Weatherwax, a great frieﬁd‘of Calf Shirtt's, The Indiens were quarreling end
having en awful time in there,

I went out of the fort snd started to Conradts Fort. As I got out of
the fort I stopped & little while in front of it end Weatherwax and Calf
Shirt came outy An Indian ren out ahead of them, I stayed there to see
what was going on and +his talf Shirt was holding on to Weatherwax's arm and
would not let bim go, and this Indian ceme out in front from scross camp With
a gun and two gun sticks, Me kneeled down on his knees 2nd put the two
sticks in his hand to mske a oroteh to throw his gun intp to meke a dead
reit‘

Calf 8hirt kept holding Weatherwax and Westherwax was trying to get
aﬁay from him, At last this Indian shot, Before he shot I jumped to one
eide, as I was in line with this Indian, Calf ghirt let go of Weatherwax's
arm and started for thie Indian, The Indian broke snd ran across the‘ereek
and got on his horse and left camp: Calf 8hirt took & horse and followed
him. I don't know how far he followed him but afterwards I heard that he
killed him, He was & nephew of Calf Shirt's,

e

Another time I was trading snd I went out to 0id Mans River with

Running Orane, I had some liquor and I went trading in this leodge. Traded
until late in the night and began %o have trouble and I di§ not know what it
was ebout, Oome to find out, some white man had killed an Indian end they
wanted revenge, 8o, they drew their éﬂia on me and I had to keep knocking
them off. They would go againet my head and I was knocking them off all the

while. At last two women came in singing snd I thought they were awful

drunk One womsn came up behind me and lay down and the other woman came
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up in front of me singing and gave me & push and knocked me down, With
that thére were three or four women outside of the lodge and they reached
in and pulled me outside away from these d;unken Indians; They took me
down to & little lodge and there my furs were in that little lodge. They
fixed a bed and piled my furs and robes or top of me to hi#e me, 80 they
could not find me. | '

‘Next morning they got a little sober and I got my horses and packed

up and went and took my furs to Charlie CQnradiw'and sold theﬁ to Baker,

Conrad was working for Baker,

et

Andthor time I was over towards Lee's Creek, up close to the mountains
end we weie trading with the Indians for liquor and this George Starrts
fether was there &and they were drinking, and he came down from camp &nd
told us he had killed & half-breed, a Flathead half«breed. I put him in a
prospect hole at Lee'as Creek, that in *68 the NeClellan party had dug.

We kept trading righf on and traded all our stuff off for liquor and
everyfhxng, and ‘sta:te& back for Belly River, Conrad's Fort, Stand Off
Bottom, As went along in the morning, we traveled Q ite a while, and we
run acrose another camp of Indians. We had traded plumb out but we had
half e barrel on top of a lay over robe and these Indiane had been down to
¥+, Hoop Up &nd kad got full and come back and hed little liquor; they had
it about all drank up, They stopped us gnd‘wéated us %o trade, We told
them we did not have a drop of liquor and we did not, We had to stop and
traede anyhow and we told cbrnick, the interpreter, and Bill MeClure and
Rock Darush, that if tﬁey'could‘gét the Indians to leave us along to get
breakfeast I would trade with them, bﬁt I would not trade with them at all
unless,on account we had had no break?hst and had hed nothing to'eat, and
if they woudd keep away from us until we got through eating I would trade.

S0 they talked to them and talked to them and got them to leave &nd

they said they would, I took three samp kettles, big five gallon camp
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kettles, and filled them with water and got the barrel down and beggn heats -
ing water, I threw a whole lot of black tea in there end I put & whole lot
of tobacco in it, and we had an awful time to cool it off, We put it in the
barrel and we had so much hot water we put cold water in it and by the time
the Indians began to come it was still cold, and we started trading.

We traded all the balance of that da& and I kept the kettle on to
boil more water to haée’hot water all aleng to have wore liquor and would
keep on mixing more liquor, and every‘time I would get a chance I would
pour it in the barrel when I would ge* some made,

We traded all that afternoon anawézi that night until next morning
day light, An Indian that had a three gallon kpg came in just day light
end he wanted to trade again, so we traded and juet when I got through
trading he said, "I traded three kega of this and I can't ;aise & song eny
more,." Bill Corrniek said, "This isnt't singing whiskey.," He threw up his
hands and said, “Oh, I did not know that,"

8o when we got through we traded for lots of dried meat and robes.

Ve ton them we wanted lots of dried meat and hornes and not rabes, but they
made us trede for robes too. 8o we traded for some lariatt to use for lash
ropes té lash the stuff on, and we loaded up and they let us go to Belly'

River to Conrad's Fort.

I was trading oﬁe time.with the Indisns snd I wes having trzouble with
them, They were having an awful sight of trouble. They wpuld get off a
waye aﬁd shoot at us s2nd come baak and frade and get off end go away from
us quite a wﬁye, and we did not know where they were going, #0 we had an
awful sight of trouble, So at last whéh they went away once I told the
boys we wanted to get away from there, We couldn't beocsuse we had too much

stuff, We were right close to & eut bank &snd there was & craeck close to

the cut bank and we all got down and threw our stuff in that creek, We
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pushed the stuff off into the orack and covered it all, so as to give us a
chance to get away, | ‘ '

We started away and we got way'off and it was night and we went to
bed., The next morning I heard someone holler, "Who is that?* and Billy
Russelilwas there with his gun drawn on uu; He thoﬁght we were 8ioux, 80
it was lucky I hollered before I got out of bed, because if I had raised my-
self up I am sure he would have shot, ,
| When I got up he told us they ware having an awful sight of trouble
end he had just got away, They were trading ﬁhe same as we were, It was
Fippts outfit, cattle, and hg had 3;°:°Wd of mep with them trading. They

- were éﬁéﬁ%yfive“milen beloﬁ where we were trading, and that was what was
meking o much trouble, Russell told me that when the Indians had come to
them from where we weie, they had to jump down on the other side of the
train to stand them off, 8o one}end had ocome up on the opposite side and
Charlie Duwali went underneath the'oéttle, underneath between the'péinters
and wheelers, and as he went through, the pointers kicked him and knocked
him down and he hollered that he was ghot, He thought he was dead,

| Then we went on to Belly RMiver again and got rid of our furs. We
came back by thére and picked up our stuff and made another big trede. We
did not have no trouble the last time, “ |

I wae on HMigh River the winter of %72 and '73'swtwrﬁwtt=tri£&tgmwithﬁ‘
Dick Bary and in the fort there was Ace Samples and his brother, Dan, and
Red Bucklin was together, Jim Scott and 8aul Abbott was in another house
together; that is in the same fort, .Fred Canouse was in there, too.

We werertiading right along and I went to Ft, Kippe I started down
there with a teem to get some more goofs. It was awful, awful cold, and
the Indians had stolen all my clothes. I had no clothes and they thought I

wag awful tough, I would grab an axe and cut a hole for the horses and rush
and get wood and build & fire, It was on sccount that I was eo cold, and
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they would say I was so tought I did not feel it, but I felt it,

=

I made that trip there and when I got back Jim Scott, Saul Abbot and
Fred Canouss moved out to Elbow Rivei from Belly River and stgrted a new
trading post out there and went trading, and during the time Fred Canouse
got trouble in the house with the Indians and Fred Ganouse wanted them to
start shooting, trying to get saul fo start shooting, because he knew they
were going to start first if he didn'%, and if they could start first they
would have the best of it, but Saul thought they éould throw the Indians out
of there, 8o thsy did not start shooting and the Indians gtarted and they
shot Joe Muffraw with a handful ef trede balls, and shot Fred Canouse in
the erm and they killed one Indian, Saul Abbott shot him through the: juglar
vein, and Donald Fisher, he was cooking for them and he was in the kitchen
and he told me he thought his time had come. He heard the shooting and he )
took the axe and had the door locked on him, He took the axe and went through
to get butchered just like a sheep. FHe thought he iould go in where tbo
killing was going on becsuse he did not have no gun with him,

Fref Canouse fetched him back to High River and he stayed with Dick
Rary and myself, and'we tried to tend him the best we eoulg. We could do
nothing with him at all, Saul Abbott wee the only one that could handle
him at all, He told Saul Abbott when he came to relieve us, that we were

awfully mean to him; He gaid we would get up on his arm and slids down on

it, Baul Abbott hed & bufcher knife and he WOuld cur out the 11tt' ‘vones
that were broken in his shoulder, snd he would stand‘that ell right., Quiek
as we could’we got him ready and shipped him to Benton and from there he

went to Helene and Dr. Glick had an operation and cut the bones and put his

arm back up end he got out of it all right, but he could not ralse his arm.
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I was with Conrad, This happened just below 8tand Off and Weatnerwax
wss there and Don and Dick Bery traded thers, They wers trading there and
this Den Harden was an awful mean man., I was going down the street with
Charlie Conrad and we met Dick Bary with his head down studying. COharlie
Conrad stopped him and said, "What is the matter, Dick?!® MNe said, "I got %o
go North and I dontt want to go North, because Dan Harden is North and If I

go North I know one of ue has got to die.," o |

"Oh," said Charlie, "You oughtn't to think of that. You ought to get
along all right," - |

"No, " said Diek Bary,”“eno of us has got to die if I go out, He is
all right when he 1is aober but we have had trouble,¥

80 he went out North and went trading with Bahn as partner. He‘got
out *there to Stand 0ff and they were.trading with Bahn, and it zggn't long
until Den Marden come around and he said, "Dick, give me 2 couple whiskey."

Dick went and got it and gave it to him, He was a little full snd
he spilled it all on the floor and said, "Give me another.® He gave him |
three or four oups full and he spilled them all on the floor. He said them,
When I get through tormenting you I intend to kill you."

8o he went out and Dave Mills was in there and he was an interpreter
for them, Dave went out a little while after and pretty soon he came back
in the house &nd said "Diok, Den Harden is ooming. Dick said, "Too bad,

too bad." ”

When he heard of Dan Harden coming he had put away his six-ghooter
because he was an awful quick tempered men and had put it away. He put it
away the first time, and thea goes and gets the six-shooter and straps it on,

Dan Harden came in thefort end iﬁ?t as quick as he got in there Dick
Bary said, "I want to talk to you." Dan saw right away that Dick had his

six-ghooter on, He said, "Dick, I will go out of your houss. I will go out

of your house.
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Dick said, "No., S8tay right where you are until I get through talking
to you,* |

Dan said, "When I am going out don't you put your finger on your six=
shooter.* 8o Dan started to go out. |

There was kind of a partition made that people would have to go
thrbugh, and e dirt floor and you could not hear him walk, so when Dan started
to go out, Diek Bary made two or three stspe so he could ses the door, and
a8 Quick as he got behind this kind of a partition he started to put his
hand on his six#shooter. Dan’Harden turned around and as quick as he turned .

~around, Digk Bary shot him in the eye, ' \ o e

He lived all that day and that night and the mext day they thought he
was going to get over it, because he kept moving onme leg but could not talk,
and Dick Bary said, "Boys, when I shot him, I shot him to kill him, If you
can save‘him'dpnﬂt.spare any money, but if he ia a cripple for life I will
take care of him, but, when I shot I‘shdt to kill him.%™

That night he died just about sunvdown.and as quick as he died there
was quite a orowd of us there and just the minute we pronounced him dead,
Diek Bary said, "When I shot that man I shot to kili him, Do what yqu‘think
is right with me, Anything you think I deserve dont't be afraid to do it.*

‘ There was half a dozen spoke up at the seme time and said, "Diek, you

saved some of us doing it. Someone had to do it and you saved uas,"

80 there was nothing dome to him.

ik .

Girard and & fellow named Joe (don't remember the last names),
Girard came to me and ssked me if I would not go to 0ld Mans River and build
a fort, 0l1d S8olomon heard of it and he came to Girard and said, "I will |
send Bill»Hart out there to help the boys build twb houses and I will trade
one and you can trade the other and it will be profeation.*

80 I went out there with them to help build and we took a whole lot
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yof liquor with us, We were way down the lower end of where Ft, Mcleod is
now, waey down where the old Ft, Mcleed was, and in the morning we 8avw &
party of Indians coming. They eélled them the Mule Family and they were
supposed to b2 the worst bunch §f Indians that were out, and so we unloadgd
the lozd right in the snow and we coversd up the best we could our bed and
- #tuff, so as to cache it,

We started to sut timber end felled one log there and was going to

pull it out a 1little ways to build, but the team could not move it, so we
started to build right around our stuff, This log was right close to where
we had put our gooda, | K s
| }The Indians came and c¢amped right close to us and we made thém undérs‘
stand that if they would keep away from us until we got built, as quick as
we got built we would have stuff to trade, They did noct know we hed stuff
to trade at the time but thought we had just come to build, so we got built
and as quick as yo~g0t built, bot the house chinked and dobbed a little, we
opened up and started t&ading.

Well, someone had to be going out amongst the Indians because_we were
not through fixing the place, so I played kind of crazy., They all thought
that they knew me, At that time the Indians called me Short Man, and they
would ask me for my pipe to smoke, As quick as they would go to changq(tov

pass 1t around I would step up and take the pipes out of the Indian's mouth.

I knew that was not the scustom; but that would help and they would-think I
wag crazy, ‘ |

They got to arguing that I was hbt‘Shbrt'Man at all because shoft Man
wes not orazy, I got to going around jusf as I pleased when they thought I
was crazy and they called'me 8hort Mant's brother, because S8hort Men was not
crazy, A

Well, I.felé happy them to think they thought I was crazy and we
traded right along and this Joe did not understand trading with the Indians

and he was awful mean to them, and I kept telling him he was going to get
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killed, I could not break him and sent word to Girard to send someone out
}thﬁtAI~ would not stay there any longer, but they couldntt get anyone and I
had to stay a while,

| We ran pretty well out.of goods and liquor and Joe said, "I will go
in and get an outfit and another supply.” There happened to be some men
there going ia, two men, end I eaid, "Now, when you get in there you can
hire those men to come back wifh you, because, Joe, the first opportunity
they get to kill you they afe goihg to kill you and it won't cost more than
810,00 to thenhto stay over one night with you," |

SRR

“But he would not put out any money, so when he went in he got hih

outfit alone and that morning I tried to hire a man to go in because I

knew that he was killed, I had had & dream in the night and knew he was
killed, end so I had to give this fellow an order for a gallon of liquor
 to get him to go in. I gave him the order for this gallon of liquor and
Just as Ivgof in there, I started telling what I sent him in for when the
man came in and told Girard that Joe was killed down at 8lide Out between
there and 0ld Mans River, They found him juet exaoctly as I had found him,

- shot three times, in my dream. - |

They all said my dream was a forewerning but I don't believelin them

forewarnings, .

sk e R o
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By obn Lemet

3

There was 2 boy Sy the name of Eugene Auguat who wantgd me to go to
Indiana with him, HNe had run away from home, He was gone about eight years
;frem home, and he knew that I had run away from home, @0 he wanted me to go
with him and we would have a lot of good times, he said. .Said he had &
whole lot of sisters, _

I told him I would go, but I had to pet & pair of boots made, #0 I
went and ordered the boots and they would not have them ready until Sature
day night., Well, I think it wes about the next day he came to me and told
me he would have to go right away., He had got a man in his place and he
would have fo get back pretty quiek, I would not go without my boots.

My brother always kept telling me to put on his boots, He always
hed nice boots and he kept telling me to put his boots on, #o I made up my

~ mind. I did not know if I could wear them, HNe wore a lot smaller boot
than I did, but I said to myself "I will wear them if it kills me,"

8o I told him I wcuid go but I had to go and get some clothes, I
thought an awful sight of my shirt, cdat, vest and boots., When I had that
on end a paper sollar and & neck tie then I was dressed. I eould not make
énough money to buy underwear, I had to keep that to spend. I had.to have
enough money to spend. I liked to run arcund awful well,

Sc I went up town and I bought a little valise, I bought two nice
white shirts, two niee white starched bosom shirte, I bought two boxes of
nise paper collars, linen ooilaro; and three different'neek tiess You aou;dw
see those ties a block eff, They were flashy; they were protty'niae, I
thought, I tried to buy a pair of acéks in there but they were all too
heavy end thiek for me, I knew I had to have & thin pair of sockss I went -
into two different clothing stores be%gre I found socks that wou;a,suit me,
and I found twe pair of niee, thin, silk socks, Bought them and then I
went in a drug store, as I was going home and happened to think of it, and

bought two cakes of Castile soap, I knew I would have to use them,
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‘80 1 goes down to the boarding house and I takes my brother's boots
and tekes me in a room and I whittles up one bar of this Castile soap. I
shaved it all up in one bunch and then I rubbed the instep and around down
close to the heel and leg of the boot, and then ‘I soaped my socks well, the
leg, instep and heel, and then I tugged and pulled, and pulled and}tugged
until I got the boote on. I stood up and looked at my boots, and My Golly
what a pretty set of boots I had. I had 2 niee pair of boots.

Then we got ail ready and started for the traln, We had to go to
Indiana, I did firet rate until I got on the trein and after I got on the
train I wae there only & short time until I knew I had & pair of dancing
boots on, I could not keep my feet etill. They were going all the while
and I was wishing to get off that trein, and when they sung out "Crow
station" I was tickled to death, beeause.Ixnew there was where we got off,
I had been dancing from Chicago clean out there with my dancing boo%s on.

I eouid not keep my feet still at all,

There we took avstage out to Cedar Lake, There were two ladies in
the Stege and onegentlemen, end us iwo made five, We went on &nd we had not
gone very far, going threugh the timber and plenty well 1h the night, until
81l at once the sxle broke, Well, I was tickled %o death to get out, on
account of dancing all the while in that coach with those dencing boots on
my)feet. I was deneing all the while and could not help it.

80 me and my boy jumped off and helped them unhiteh the horses. I
was awful tickled to help them unhitch on secount it eased my feet walking
around. When we got them unhitched the stage driver said, "I got to put a
lady on this horse and another lady on thii other horse, and this gentlemen
has to ride this horse and I got to ri?;gthis other one, and you oan stop
here end build a fire and stop in the coach, end I will De beck here

tomorrow and pick you up."
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"I had never been out in the country before, out in the wilds so.far
weat, and I was scared of the bearb, tigers and all the other wild enimels
and so I would not camp, but he wanted to build a fire. He was used to the
prairie end wanted to build a fire‘bup I did not. The driver said the?e was
& house ahead, so I picked up my little satohel end made him go, but every
stéf aeeied like ten miles.. My feet were in such misery with those boots
on. . . .

 We kept on walking end walking, and I thought we had walked a good
many mi;ee, but by righte we had wslked only a little ways. ‘He said, "Look,
there is someone camping over there. It 1s a'fire, Let us camp here,"
Said I, "No, 1etvus go and camp with them," 8o we started and we had not
gone only & little ways and we saw that we were looking through a window
into a fire piaee. It was a fi;e place in plﬁce of & camp fire end in &
house, 80 it tickled me and I rushed up to the door and I rapped. They said,
"Come in," and opened the door, There was an 0ld man in there, an old
woman and two nige looking girli; I asked them if we couldn't have some
suppsr, breakfast and & bed, and they said, "Yes," The driver had come by
and told themqwe would be there pretty soon, so they told us to set ?own and
they would have aomething ready pretty quicke

As quick as I sat down again my,danoing boots began to work and I

couldn'? keep my feet still, It was no time until they called us in to
supper, ~They had chicken and everything; they had an awful nice BUppeT. I
tried to eat because I was awfuliy hungry. I tried but I couldntt, my feet
was dapcing too much and I had to wait until they got through eating, and as
quick as they did I got away from the table and asked to retire,

He 1it a little piece of candle about fcui inches long and he walked
up to & corner that had two poles and Tittle slats nailed across to make a
ladder to get up to ths sscond floor, up *o the loft, and he took us up
there and at the other end of the room there was & little table and he set
the candle on it 2nd went back downstairs,
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T mhere were a lot of dresses hanging around the ved and we had a lot
of fun about eleeping in thes girls' room, I wanted my boots off, so I tugged
and pulled until I got them off, end then we Went to beds

Ve had no mora than got to bed a few minutes, I dontt think, when
"Rap, Rep" came at the door, and the old folks said, "Come in." Two young
feilows came in and they talked and said they were glad to see them and
everything, They talked there for a while and then the old men excused hims
eelf snd said that on account of being old, he and the o0ld woman would go»
to bed,

After they went to bed I began to hear them-downstairs. I heard YChog
Choo,™ snd then "Tee, Hee" and then the other, "Choo, Choo", and it was ’
going on f§r quite a while, This boy with me said, *I may know them young
fellows., I will get up and see. They are courting." I eaild, rwhattY "They
are courting," he said, I did not know what that courting was, and he sald,
"I will get up and see if I can tell who they are."

80 he gets up ahd it wes nothing but a common board floox and you
‘could look throuéh'the cracks, I was in bed =nd he got up and began looking
through the cr&cks. I notieed the first tning that his head waa'dodging
back and forth, first one way and then the other, and I began to think thig
courting must be something awful nice, so I thought I would get out and ses
what courting was.

I gets out of bed and I sould look straight down, but I began to look
first one way and then the other., 80 a2t once I raieed my eye up end saw at
the far end of the room & big knot nole. I made up my mind if I couid getv
at that knot hole I could see what courting was, and sq I put out one hand
and as I reached that up the floor would squeak, squeak, and I would put dan /
my other hand and the floor, Ry Golly:m%ould kxeep asqueaking and I would hold
my breath, But, I kept going on the while to this knot hole, Then I got to

it, I put out one hand on one side of it and I reached out my cther hand &and
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put on the othér side, and I was down on my hands and knees, and as I reached
over to look in the knot hole, up went one of the hoards and down I went, I
fell right squere on my beck when I hit the floor below, It knocked the wind
out of me, I got up as quick as I qould. "hese boys hollered, "Murder,
murderi® They ren out of the house and shut the door, so the girls could not
‘get out, They were awful scared., I guess they tought probably the Devil had
fallen through.the floor,

80, when I got up I started to hunt the ladder up, They started ahead
of me and were running around the house, and I could not find the ladder,
They kept hollgring, "Murdery Murder}™ all the while, Thias old man ran out
of whére he was sleaping and we both ran right together. As he come out qf

~ the réom, I ran right up against him, Said I, "I am used to getting wp in
my slesp. I must have got up and fell through the floor," end I seid "I
can*t’find the ladder." He 1it snother piece of candle and .showed me the
way ﬁp.f |

This Eugene August, I was with, had half the sheet shoved in his
mouth to keep from 1aughing.

The next morning I gets up end I had an awful time getﬁing ny dapcing
boots on agaiﬁ,,an awful time, I walted until breakfast was called before I
put ﬁhem on, I did not want them on any longer than‘I could help, 8o I
went down to breakfast and they were 8ll ready to sit down, The two girls
sat on one side of the table and me and this boy sat on the other, They were
looking at me all the while, and I was pretty hungry, and was eating as fa;t
as I could, They were all watching me and I was eating just as fast as I~
couid eat, Every llttle while I would throw up my eyes and I could see
they were just looking at me, and I m%§ eating,

The old men got talking to this boy and said, "Your partner had quitg
an accident last night. He got up in his sleep and fell through the floor,

He said, "Oh, yes. I heard them boys when they come here and I thought I
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might -know them and I got up and was looking thréugh the crack, so he got up
and you #®e that knot hole thers, He went over to look through the knot hole
and there was where he fell through."

I could not eat my breakfast after that, I eould not eat‘a thing, I
‘could have killed him for telling that.f The old man eaid, "You must have been
here before," He sald, "Oh, yes.,"™ "What is your ndme?" ‘He did not let him
know at all, | | ‘

We stayed until towards evening again and the etage come along =md
then we had to go on, and went to Cedar Lske, There we got our supper, bed
and breakfast, and this here hoy asked the landlord if hevcould hire a team
and driver fo go out to August's plase, He said, "Yes," He ealled & driver
in and told him to hiteh a team up, and By Golly, we would be’ieady to go
out, |

We got up in the morning and had bre@kf&st, and after breakfast this
young fellow atepped up té the counter to pay his bill and the old fellow
tock a pencil and went to figuring out what we owed, and he had about

Afigured when the boy told him that hé wanted seven pounds of soap put on
the bill, and the o0ld fellow jumped clean over the counter, dropped his
pencil and hollered, "Mother, Mother, I found Eugene August! I found
Eugene August{®

The}bld fellow would not let the driver go., He said, "I found
Eugene August and I got to take him to his father," 8o he drove the buggy
out himeelf, about eight miles, to his father, and when we got out near his
fathert!s plase we seen a,w;gen coming and he sald, éThere is your mother,
father and sisters.® They had a regular, big wagon and it was chuck full,

We drove up to them and this man stepped out and stopped his team to bé
sure the old men stopped his and they dpoke, The first thing this man said

- Was, "Do you know this young man, Mr, August?" and , "Do you, Mrs, Augustr¥
They said, "No, no, I‘do not," '"Do any of your giilo know him?* *Ho, no."

He said, "I have fetched seven. pounds of soap." They all jumped 6ut of th;
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wagon‘ahd I have never seen a young'fellow kiseed so mush, His mother,
. father and sisters all kissed him, |

80 we had to go to church with them, and oh, I had sn asful time in
éhat chureh, I newer was in a church like it before, They wouléd kneel dowa
and stand up and do 1t'again, and at last I sould aot go through the perform-
ence , and the two girls would push me and thne old fellow would pueh me, the
same as though they had known me all their life, anc when we were kneeling
they said "Get up, they are all looking at you."

Well it was no time until ohurch wes out and then we went home. When
we got hom¢ his mother told the girls to go and smother & hive of bees and
fix a room upstairs for our room, Théy fixed the room up and they put a
- four quart pan of honey up there in a comb and lots of cake on the table, and
this boy we went around, The o0ld man gave me his shoes while I was there;
I couldn't wear them dancing boots any more,

We stayed there pretty near & week and the boy said, "Let's go on,
You dontt know my mother, 8he is awful mean, She ie good now but if we
stay she will be mean, If you wait until you found out what my mother is
you won't want to come back agaon, so let's go as I have to get back to
Chicago."

We started for Chicago after getting ready, When I got back home I
always swore that I would never, never again in the world wear dencing .
boots, and I know that when I see young girls and boys in a dancing hall
- they must have dancing boots on like I had that time, |

‘o
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