The life of Chief Crowfoot brings forward to the reader
an outstanding example of how Honesty,Integrity and Prudence
existed even in a time befors a person could be trainsd to know
the Fundementals which make up great statesmen. It is aglso
fitting here to mention the fact that Chlief Crowfoot ( E SAH
PO MA KSI KA) did not acquire the role of Chief because of his
war-desds or scalps. He never was a great warrior, neither can
he claim a family trse of great warriors. But as he possessed all
the former mentioned good qualities, along with his fidelity to
his friends, his calm accertance of the insvitable, his great
understanding and adaptation to things as thsy came along, gained
for him the rzspect of ,not only the Blackfoot Nation but also

concluding sntreaty of all Blackfoot spesches was orlginated by
him: "MOKARIT KI AEKAXIMAT".(Be wise and persevare).

Hs was largely resvonsible for the fact that the Black-
foot nation is one of the few who accepted Treaty with the Great
White Mother without much rersuasion and can rightfully claim
that they assimilated themselves with their white brother most
readily without any ill=-feeling or suspicion.

The Blgckfoot pepper ure amongst themselves subdivided
ifgto Gens or Clans. We mean »y Blackfoot proper, ths tribe who
‘have the gbove name by which thay are distinguished from their
closely related brother tribes, the Bloods, the Pelgans and South
Peigans whioch make up the Blackfoot Confeceracy. There gre nume=
Gens or Clans but as we are dealing with one individual, his clan
alone is given. Crowfoot's early manhood name was KA YE STAR OH,

. or Bear Ghost. Bear Ghost came from parents who were highly res-
pected in their day, although his father before him was like o
himself, not & famous warrior. Many Names,father of Crowfoot R
belonged to the Gens or Clans originally called SESE XSIS TSI MAX
meaning thenClan with ths marked arrows! This Clan made designs
on their bows and arrows by heating some object and using it to
burn the design on their bows and arrows. Latsr this Clan
were more popular under another name which was more widely used.

It was TSI KE NAXS or thes "Mocassin Clan®. This mame was gilven
to them by sane other Clan with which some rivalry existed such
as athkktlo sports ete. ) ' '

Crowfoot was born as far as the Indian records show in the
year 1830. How the years are traced back to the year he was born
will be given later. These are also the officlal records kept and
used by vrominent wise old Indians. It may be truthfully called
the "Blackfoot Calendar" Q%wthat period. , ‘
or one inci- |

Crowfoot's boyhood days waere unevantful only f
: e, A & nat

dent when he had a vision while in a $: A ;

' being called % told hir ong
g herstidnes—t 5=y e P atber-of et - rie-fri¥Fremeny
+hat this 4id not msen he would become

Hez at oncs understeod

War Chief, but by maintalning pesce and order and teaching broth-

arly love, returning justics for evil, He would become CGrand
. Sachem of the Blackfoot Conflederacy. A pair of calfskin le

ugually worn by Crowfoot were given to him by the "Buffa

48 token of the vision he had. ‘ ‘ RN

In Crowfoot's early manhood days he was the only comp
Scout in any War Party he happened to be with, Being & man of .
fine physique and fearless but most important trustworthy. Very
rardly Crowfoot was not picked to do the duties in which the very
lives of the war-party depended on. Later, so strong was Crow=
foot in the confidence of his elders they even let him plan

prekibinary actions in some of their warfare.

¥
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Then came the time when Crowfoot led his own War-parties,
Although not many, it was guickly and widely known how strong
he was for falr and square warfare. Ths following is most typical
of his other warfares. Crowfoot,while in the leadershiy of a prart
cameto a Band of Crees who were sound aslzsep. Crowfoot smelling
the aroma of tobacco smoks in the dir called out to them "Comne
on you pvlain smoiers,let's have a smeke". When the Cree party
awoke, war started, being actémlly started by the slecpsrs them-
gselves., But Crowfoot's party soon overpowered them. After much
rerrimand, Orowfoot released them, ruch to the disgust of his
followers who would have Xillsd every ons of ther without awalen-
ing them. Another incident which shows hls fearlessness was
when Crowfoot chgsed his man into the bush where the main body
of the snemy were in ambucgh. Because with the knowledge that
the mailn body of ths enemy being in that bush did not stop him
from following his man into thelr midst. He killed his man and
returnsd to his party unscathed.

Then came the time when hs learned from the Hudson's Bay
and other Traders that the future was to be different and that
the ocountry would be settled oy the whites who would show them
g Gifferent mode of living. Anc also told hiw that living would
bs made by tilling the scil and planting in 1t a certain kind of
ssed, mesning wheat. This seed would then grom intec a rlant
which will bear the fruit which was tc be made into the principal
fodd that would make up the dally meal. He also was told that the
buffalo would be so scarce that living could not be derended on
oy hunting them, Crowfecot quiekly absorbed all this infor-
mation. He at once started to tell his fellow tribesmen about 1it.
But it would now sesm that the incapacity of the Blackfeet to
understand this at the time, was not due to mental disability but
must be set down to the untamed spirit/of the aborigine who would
not then submit to a situation which, at the time, seemed to him
a humiliation., He felt himself a warrior, not a drudge, and with
the prairiss and forest at hand., Hw was not prepared to giee up
ths Bow & Arrow for the spade. But Crowfoot determined to make
his people undsrstand. He told his people that the old fres life
of the Prairie and hunting grounds would soon only be a memory
in the tribal minds of the Indian.,

Tt was during this period that a perty of Blackfest brought
bacz with them a number of horses they had stolen from the Stoneys
Crowfoot hearing about it,rroceszded to gather every animal and
then he commissioned a party of Blackfeet undsr the leadership
of Running Rabbit and other Chisfs, to take the hosses and re~

“turn them to thelr rightful owners, which they did. Another party
of Blackfest under the leadmrship of Eagle Ribs brought another
bunch of horses taken from half-breede. Crowfoot again gathered
these hosses, all exoept one, a Red Roan, gotten by Eagle Ribs. ,
Crowfoot returned all the other hoeses to the owners and explaindd
that he could not return the roan horse because it would oreate
-gertous—disturbance at homse} Tagle Ribsg heving-challenged Crowfoot-
to come and get the norssf., Crowfoot knowing that this meant
Clan werfare, cormpengsted the owner of the roan horse himself,
bscauss, rather than create troubls, i1t was the only way to main-
tain peace. This was followed by mors but in each case Crowfool
returned everything they took, including food and artioles taken
from white settlers. : . ‘

More than once, Crowfoot was threatened with death by
his own people.Some even attempted to kill him but he would just
speak to them kindly and persuaded them by good words to ocalm
themselevs., In the more desperate cases, he would even give them
spmething to calm them in order to retain peace. But in any case,
whers the guilty dsserved punishment, he would sevsrely reprimand
ghﬁm and would not hesitate to threaten them if they did not |

ehave, . o
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In the year 1877 the Blackfoot Confederacy encamped at
the Blackfoot Crossing. All the Chiefs and prominent men of the
Confederacy were invited to attsnd a Councll wherein the Terms
of the Treaty would be given. It was announced that a party of
whites, headed by "Tall White ¥an" - Govsrnor Laird, had arrived
and had proposed a Treaty with the Great White 'other, who would
if they signed the Treaty, take care of them., After hearing the
proposals and the terms of the Treaty, some of the Chiefs de-
clared that thsey would not sign the Treaty. Crowfoot only, agsxzed
for a few days to think it over, the rest of the Chiefs supported
Crowfoot's decision. It was then peally a matter of who would
be the first Chief bold encugh to sign, in view of ths growing
suspicion of the terms of the Treaty, by a largse portion of the
people of the Confederscy. After the second day, Crowfoot still
in a stats of partial indecision, was approached by Calf Eagle,
who told Crowfoot that if he did not sign the Treaty, he would be
the first one to sign. The sscond after this Crowfoot consented
to sizn the Treaty, whersupon the Governor's cannon was fired.
This was a signal to the Confederacy that Crowfoot had signed
the now famous Treaty No 7 in 1877. Crowfoot was Forty Seven
years old when he signed the Treaty which made him famous.

In 1879 or 1880 or ths secon or third year after the
signing of the Treaty, Crowfoot now Grand Sachem of the Black=-
foot Confederacy proceaded on a goodwill tour of the Blackfoot
Senfederasy- Nations., This tour extended to other tribes not in
the Confederacy After visiting the Blackfoot tribes, he firsy
visited the Gros Ventres in Montana. Everywhere he went, he was
mat with great respect and hozpitality until he visited the
Assinibola tribe of the Cress who were always hostile 'to the
Blackfoot Confaderacy. Orowfoot had with him in this party
three Headmen - Lynx Shield,Calf Bull,and Three Bulls also a
number of Blackfoot braves. Among the young braves a mention is
made of one callsd Heavy Shoe, because he figures conspicuoucly
when the party met the Assiniboins. Crowfoot and his headmen
rode in carts while the rest rode horseback. When the party
approached the Assinibvotang encampment, a party of Assinibolgs
camz out to meet them. Every man in the Assinibola party shook
hands with Crowfoot and his party. But one Assinibola on & buck-
skin Jorse stood apart from hie tribesmen and would not come
forward to meet Crowfoot util one of his tribesmen spoke to him
in his own language. He then came forward and shooX hands with
Crowfoot. He had his head turned the other way while he shook
hands with Crowfoot. Then he suddenly withdrew his handd and
started to lash Crowfoot and Lynx Shield with his guirt., Lymx
Shisld's littls fingsr was ssvered from his hand in the lashing.
Heavy Shoe, the young Blackfcot brave,immediately rode forward
and just as he was about to shoot the Assinibolan, Crowfoot
jumped in front and put th¥palm of his hand on the muzzle of
Heavy Shoe's rifle, and persuaded Heavy Shoe not to shoot.
Crowfoot's party then proceeded into the Assinibolan encampment.
It was here Crowfoot submitted himself to most of the werst

. numiliatiens that can bae thrust-upon -z Chief.In-spite of all

thig $&ds Crowfoot remained until he could =stablish psace and
goodwill. In the mean time, Black Zorse or Black Bear =n Azsi-
niboian Ch#éf who was away came back and heard of the abuse of
Crowfoot by the Assiniboddn, Black Horse, and at once prececded
to punish all those responsible for the outrage. But this did

not stop the growing dissension among the Blackfoot braves, where
upon Crowfoot and Blackhorse announced that if anybody wanted
war, they would have to fight them first. Then Blackhorse apo-
logized to Crowfoot for the weongs that he had guffered. Crowfod
then left and went back to his people. It was learnsed afterwards
that the Gros Ventres attacked the Assiniboians in revenge for
their treatment of Crowfoot. : '
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Some time after Crowfoot arrived home, word was received
from the Worth that a very grave sltuation existed up there for
the Crees ware fighting with the Great White Mother's soldiers.
This was tha outbreak known zas the Riel Rebellilon. Crowfoot
immediately proceeded to find out the cause of the outbreak. He
did not have far to go for refugees from the Crees were passing
daily on thzir way to various destinations in the United States.
From thess he received various storise about the cause of the .
outbreak, sach band of refugess having their own stery. But Crow-
foot noticed that the story froi one band of refugsss slways
contradloted ths story of the previous band. : ' :

From these stories ‘he gathered the information théit the
half-bresds had spread the rumor among the Crees that the White
Mother's men ware here to take away thair land and would never
fulfil ths promises madé to the Indians in thelir Treaty with them
andG that the white werse here just %o cheat them. It is now known
that the object of thess half-bresds was to stir the Indlans into
gar with the whits people and after ruch damage was done, they

would demand the white peopls to come to terms with them instead

of with the Indians., The Cress being ignorant of this were easlly
led to believe the stories told them by the half=-breeds. The out-

come of this Rebellion is well known as it appears in other books

which deal with North Wsstern History. B

Crowfoot then went to the few white people who were near
1is Ressrve. From these he learned a different story. He was told
that the half beecds were responsible for the outbreak because
the the Great White Yother would not recognize their claims to
thes land which she knew rightfully belonged to the Indians. In

- the meantime greéat excitsment existed &mong the young Blackfool
braves who were équally divided in thelr opinions of the fight-
ing in the North. Crowfoot calmly went around telling thsm about
the real cause of ths fighting. He did not have much difflculty
in maintaining peace among hid people for ths general attitude
of the Blackfeet towards the Crsss in those days was one of bifter
hostility. While travslling through his Ressrve, Crowfoot recelvad
a message from his friend General S¥gange (AH PO PI) In this mes-.
sage AH PO PI wanted to know what attitude the Blackfest
had towards the fighting in the North and also wished to know 1if
his friend Crowfoot were able to maintaln peace end order. If he
cold not do so, Hg AH PO PI would come down and do sco instead of
procseding North with his troops. Crowfoot replied to his friend
AH PO PI not to he afraid and rest assured that the Blagokfeet
would not take sides with any party but would remain neutral. =
It may be said here that during the whole time of the Riel Rebel-
lion the Detachment of the Rumal North west Mounted Police at
(leichen were never called upon to do anything towards maintain-
ing peace and order oh % eserve. The ining years of Crow~
oot were uneventful e svent in : Paedtr ki

‘der ameng hie P €
Sixty years of age.

, " As mentioned before, Crowfoot was born in 1830 .
The following is the official Blackfoot Inuian recepd of the
years from 1830 to 1877,Treaty being signed in 1877. 14 18 the
of ficial resord used by the Blackfoot proper in trgcing shelr
years back to any oertain year wented. Important incidents are
rsceoded and kept year ar. Thess.will be briefly explained
some cannot be &x y as they are very complicated
and require a 1@ . exrlain them fully. In & ocase like
this, the name : - years will be glven. :

S idls
Hi!
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BLACXFOOT CALENDAR,

LA : ‘ ¥

1831 The year when "White Direct Head" famous warrior trailed his
enemy and killzd hir., Crowfoct one year old.

18323. The Wolf Peace Treaty year. A Treaty made with an enemy tribe

1833, The yezar "Hunch Back" & warrior was zxilled.

1834, The year of the Sun Dance massacre.

n& year ths Stars fell.

1838. The year "Sacred Messenger" warrior was killed.

1837, "White Direct year Head " year.

1838,  The year of the Crow Victory Dances.

1839. The year of the Kootengy War.

1840, The Big Epidemié year.

1841. The year a Crow Indian Chief without a nose was killed.

1843, The year of the Big Denial., This concerned the whols tribe.

1843, Blaci Pis Xun year cor Big Buffalo Trap year.

1844, Then ths Whitegs first shot the Indians,

1845. When the first generous white men arrived.

1848. The year "Bid Not Run" warrior was killed.

1847, The year "Many Plﬁmes" k¥illed the man who was goipg to stéal
from him,

1848. The year "Wolf's Diresction" waprior was scalped allve.

184%.  The year "Big Crow Eagle" fainted.

1850. The year of tihe Sarces war.

1881, The ysar of the war with the Crow ﬁGem".

1853. The year of the victory of ths Snake Indians.

1853. The year "Prgirie Chicken 014 Man" warrior was killed.

1854. The year two tepess we?@ oohqured and taken.

1855. The year we ate dogs.

.

: -

1858+ - Fipgt ghri“es»’?:rea%- -8t -Yellewstone riyer in Me&%an&‘yw\ Wés
alr (e \Aa~¢rk4 tkg\AAa44éu4Akgan:3 L&D‘éib G~QV1¢f¢ %xk) . 8

1857, The SlTppery yead - there being ice 1 over the prairies. '

year of three Pig-kuns in one rlacs. Pig-Zun meaning

: Buffalo or antelope traps.

1859, The year when the Pls-kuns were made out of rotten pvoles,

1858. Tk

&

1880, The year"Pe Kal Xa'"was killed."Pe XKal Ka" Long féot warrior.
1881, "0ld"Sun"senior died. Really pronounced "Sun 0ld Man.
1862, The year when the Cress attacked the Blackfest at 1k Water.
1863. The year "old Man" a Cree half élackfoot was kille&.
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1584,
1885.
1888,
1887,
1888.
1869,
1870,
1871.
1872,
1873.
1874,
1875.
1878.

ok %k & 3 ﬂ;**
The year "Sléep on High" warricr wes dled.
The year of the Black Epidemic.
The year of the Thres Pis Kuns or Buffalo traps.
he year when the Crees trapped the Blackfeet in deep show
and massacred them.
Ths year "Many Shots" died.
Tie year "Four Beare" whits trader arrived.
Another epldemic year.
The year the Blackfest movad over the Rockles.
The year "Weasel Childn dled from over-drinking,rum.
The year "0ld Man Child" was stabbed by "White Pupr,

The year "Little Coyote" was killed by Running Rabbilt.

3

he year the Royal North West Mounted Polics arrived.’frvnlﬁifz

Pe noo War :illed a Cres Indian. The last incident of this
nature.

Ths year of the Blacifoot Crossing Treaty.

In counting thess years this would rmaks "Crowfoot" 47 years
0l1d at the time of the Treaty. He died 13 years later or

at the age of sixty.

i
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ADDENDUM

7

There is no "Cold Band" tribe of the Blackfeet although
for a time after the first white sessiess traders arrived
the Blackfset drifted apart usually by Cens or Clans. Some
arifted as far South as ths Yellowstone River in ¥ontana
an: soma as far Yorth as the Psace River. But esven then they
gathered for thsir annual Sun Lodge festival which was usually
held along the Bow Valley and sometimes in the Red Deer
velley. But thgy never remained arart long enough to be
distinguished =s individual tribes.

As for the sarthen pods, it is understood that directly
following the period called the "Dog Age" whan they had
stonzvare thattitensils hawn oud of rock, there is fraquent
mention of sarthenware pots although the old Indians now
slive sser to have lost ths formulae of how they were mads.
Come mention ie made of Carbonifarous age pots which wers
either found or kspt fror one generation to the next much
1ike thz Bsligious and Good Euck symbols still in use by
the old Indians today.

sany s well meaning writer of history of Indian life
has done more harm than good by not knowing the real history
snd significance of these objects. Hs mentions ther as
SQacrec objects ruds by ths holder or owner.

C e
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