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Existing Conditions on the Reservation.

I will begin from where the Indian wes first done wrong and I will begin
where it esme from up to the present time and how they live today. A long
time sgo, twenty years ago my people were well to do. They had cattle

end stock and they had plenty that would make tThem riche. Then‘came an
Indian Agent by tihe name 5f George Steel. During Major Steel's adminis-
tration on this reservation we lived in plenty. We had provisions, we had
fine horses, we had eattle and plenty of everything and we had good times
and we had good wagons.gfg?rmajor Steel was here sometime he.gigured out &
graft and said we should take our cattle and have them dipped and hg finally
figured out this scheme telling them this snd in this way they took our
ruxsEEx cettle and gave them to other stockman. - After this had happened
they rounded up all the cattle and dropped them off the Indian Reservation
oretending to dip the cattle . .but it was just & gtall and we didn't get all
of our cattle baek again. He also did likewise with the horses and I wés
t0ld he was taking part in this and if he had taken all our horses and cattle
end then he writes to Washington telling them the Indians hed lots of

cattle &nd horses and plenty of food and that the didn't need support from
the Government and to eut down on the rations. After this letter reached
the Administrator of Indian Affeirs at Washington he wrate back in May and
gaid to abandon the rations of all the Indians on the reservation and this
they did.. If they had cut off the retions gredually and left our stock

it wouldn't have been so bed. Every Agent has done the same thing. Mzjor
Steel is the one who started tne whole troublc sand all the rest have
followed his way. 1 made up my mind to expose this to the U.5. uovernment
who is the guardian of the American In&&an end who has done unjust to

their nation and I will fight to expose the Blackfoot Indlan 80 they may
receive justice from the good father at Washington. The Agent knows that

we are now starving but he joesn't eome to us, he doesn't help us and he
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knows we sare starving. Here is Appikuni aund he has lived & good many years
among us and has been taken into the tribe. I never have hesrd or knew of
him in my life since he left us of saying ihat he mede & sucecess in this
country of farming. There is another thing under the Lease of 1855 with
the U. 5. Government‘and it took away & large area of lund covering western
Montana, Jhe U.S. Government promised they would lease the land and com-
pensate the Indians bul they have never done it. Now we want the privi-
1ege.to sue the Government. We are very poor. Last yesr I could sell my
hay for only seven «nd eight dollars & ton. We are forced to sell our land
t0o buy provisions for our families. hen we sell our land it must be handleJ
through the Agent and it takes three or four years and if it is sold for
three or four thousand dollars and we never see only & small paffof the
money. Last winter my son wag very eick and the Agent and the Doctor knew
i1t and knew he didn't have anything to eat but they didn't come out to

see him. My gon died and I‘have never gone indide the door of the Agency.
Fine~Bull was a very o0ld Indien, had no property &and wés very old and had

& large family. The Agency cut off his rations aﬁd he wag forced to seek
work. He was sick also and he kept getting worse and worse &and fiﬁaily

he died. There was another case. Eagle-Head and his wife &nd both of them
were blind and they were drawing ratious and the Apent took the rations away.
they went 1o a family in Hart Butte and they sympathized and gave ithem some
rations. Bagle-Head had & daughter in Kalispell and she heard about it

and sent some money in care of the igent but they never received it.
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