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Black~Face~ilsn

1 have also listeuned and everything is correct if I know it. Last winter
my w.fe was very 111 &nd when I asked ior provisions to be issued to my
wife and ilrs. Wades-In-The-Water who goes around and visits, amd &nd whel
1ittle provisions 1 hed I hed to buy. What little provisions I 4id buy

was from the Relief Fund Mr. Schultz sent.

Merrill G. . . .
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September 1, 1922
Bird-Rattle
A long time ago Small-ﬁ?be- an old man, went on a war party. There were
twelve in the party. They started on the war party. They went right
along and when they came to Black Mountain where Havre 18 now they shot
some game and they killed a buffalo. They started to butcher it. They
had the animal half skinned. They butcher them from the back and when
they had the hide half off some one had taken the kidneys out and that
is the first thing we do. The buffalo jumped around. They all jumped
away and the buffalo jumped up and he stampeded and his skin flapped
back and forth and the buffalo went over the ridge and that is the last
they saw of him. They got together and were talking about it and some ~
one said, our forefathers don't like this. This is a bad sign, let us go
home. In the olden times when an animal does saythings like this it
means bad luck so it is best for them to go home and that is what the
meeting was about. They all said it was bad luck, let us go home. The
leader of the war paorty, Little-Robe-0ld-lan said no, let us go on. My
Paother told me that when anything like this happened to me that I am
going to get plenty of horses. They continued and they saw a person and
they all hid. They all saw this person but some one got up and peeped and
said it was a person. They seht a scout out. He got close and they saw
that it was a rock and he told the rest of the party to come. It was
just like a person. It stood about three feet high. They ali;gathered
around it and began talking about it and some one said this is &he gecond”
time this has happened %to us, it means somethirg i$ going wrong, let us
go home. Butchering-With-His-Head~Down took off his handerchief and put
it on this rock and prayed to the rock to pity him, that he was on this
party to see 1f he could get some horsd@f that he was ppor. There was
algo a men in the party by the name of Pacing-YWestward and he tcok off

some of his blanket and put it on the rock and asked the same thing. The

two men prayed to the rock and the only two that were saved were these
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two. Another man by the name of ShootS—Close said let me give it s&mething.
He hit the rock with a stone and broke its stone leg anq the rock fell
over. Butchering-'/ith-His-Head-Down got angry and said, you are crazy for
doing it and they should pray to the rock so he went back and put it up
and dug around it and prayed to it. They started again and they were going
along and some one cried, the enemy is coming and they all ran for the
coulee. One of the party saw what was coming and he saw a good many peo-
rle taking after them and everyone was striped and they were all scalped.
They knew they were not real persons but that they were just seeing things.
They had another meeting and they didn't know whether to go home or not
but most of them wanted fo go home.. Small-Robe-0ld-Man said it was a
sign that they would get plenty of good things. They continued again.
They cameto the mouth of two rivers and were going to cook and as they were
ready to cook they heard someon® over the hill crying and mourning. Ve
heard it coming and it was saying you folks are having a hard time. Thqy
couldn't see any ocne but it kept repeating itself. They began to run.
Right here they talked again and they wanted to go home. Buteher-With-His-
Head-Down was the one that wanted to home the worse and he said it is the
fourth time something has happened to us @nd our forefathers said it was
not & good sign. Little-Robe-0Old-Man tolé Buéchering-%ith-ﬂis—Head-Down
that they had been seeing soms thing to frighten us but my}father told me
that iﬁ anything like that hapnpened to them to keep on going and you will
get what you are looking for. Thqystarted again and went on with their
trip and they came to a buffalo that had been dressed and they tracked
the party by following where they had dropped some of the meat. They just
took the chunks of meat then and left ?he bone., ©One of the party said,
what shall we do, there must be some 535 around, Some of them said we will
go down to the bottom of the river and stay there SO they all went and the

cut bank on the edge of the river, they were sitting on this after they
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had gotten a drink of water. Some one saw a horsebacker in sight. They all
leaned against the beak so he didn‘tAsee them. The rider saw the party
all the time but he pretended to look all over the country but all the time
he was counting the members in the party. The rider was a Sioux Indian.
When he came in sight he dismounted and he kept his eye on the party and
when he wes through he led his horse and went out of sight. The party
of twelve Blackfeet asrgued ag:ain. Some of them said the rider saw them,
and others said he didn't. Butcher-VWith-His-Head-Down told the people of
the party you are crazy, you are going against all these things, we have
a lot of children you know. We are going on this party so we can get some
norses, we didn't go for anything that is bad and now you are trying to
cause trouble for all these youngmen. There are four things we have run
on to now which are very unususl. Thet rider saw us, let us‘fo some place
where we can by protected. Now they consented to go and make a breast-
works. They had taken Butchering-With-His-Head-Down's word. They looked
for a good place and they came to a washout and there was brush around it
so they went down here. It was away from the river, it was in a coulee.
There was just a little water in it. The people of the party, Little-
Robe=0ld-Man and Facing-Vestward said you go to the top of the hill and see
if you can see anything. He saw the Sioux's coming. They were in three
divisions , one division was traciing them and the other two divisions
went on either side. There wers Some Cheyennes in the party. The Assin-
iboines, Yankons and the lMadens were in thg party. There were hundreds
and hundreds of them. They had a big camp, it surrounded about two miles.
We stayed low. Ve just saw the one diwision and thet was the one that
was traclking us. The fellow that went on the knoll hid right there
becanse if he came back they would Seghhim. (The Sioux's told me after-
wards and that is the way I know the story.) There was no other place

they could go besides the washout. During this time they had surrounded

us. They kept advancing, all three of the parties and wvhen they got
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close they retreated. They made so much noise it sounded 1ike thunder,
They came back a little elosef and ﬁhén tiley went back again. They

came back again and the chief of the party, Little-Robe-0ld-ian, said &s
soon as they come to this line I am going to shot one of them. They

came again and they came to the line and the man thet was in the le=d

was shot by Little-Robe-0ld-Man. They all retreated agains The other

party came in all the time, The other party om the wesl side and

Putchering-vith-His-HeadDown shot him, the leazder. They advanced again
amd the man that had broken the man's leg chased all the Siouxs away.

It was Heavy-Shield's son, Shoots-Close. He is the one that broke the
store's leg and he went again and just as he was coming back some one

hit him in the same place he had hit the stone and his leg was broken.
vtechering-With-His-Head-Down dosen't know who said let us go but he

sald it was as good a8 any place because they had water to drink and

proteection. They didn't want to obey bu{ they 2ll started to run out

of the weshout. Shoots-Close stayed' in the washout because he couldn't
run. vhen the Sioux's got out they watched them and the enemy got in

on both sides und they were thick as grass and they made a regular lane.
They were shooting and you could hardly see. Here comes the medicine
lodge again., Butchering-With-His-Head-Down made & vow that if he got

home that his mother was going to make a medicine lodge. They were old

So naturaily they were behind so they, Little-Robe-0ld-Man and Butchering-
With-Hisllead-Down were behird. They were running about even and Butcher-
ing-With-His-Head-Down was telling Little-iiobe-0ld-Man to do his part

with his gun. DBubtchering-iith-His-Head-Down worked over and so Little-

Robe~01d~llan used his gun for a cane bg&ause he had heen wounded. He

was excited and couldn‘f run and he thoucht about my children and it

frightened me, (Butchering-ith-His-Head-Down is the one doing the

talking), He saw the party coming and it was & leader who had a- tom-

makawk. : L
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He Wés close to Little~Robe-0ld-Man and was going to use his tommahawk
and some one warned him. He turned very slowly and just about the time
the man was there he shot and dropped him. They killed Little~Robe-0ld-Man
right there. All this time I was so irightened I couldn't run but just

as soon ac L.saw they had killed our leader I ran. I went fast then,
There was so much dust and smoke you coulbd not see but as 1 was running

I maw a man walking with his hands in the air hollering etc. It was the
brother of Littke~Robe-0ld-Man. He knew his brother had been killed. They
killed him. We were running hard but there Wére already four killed., As
we were running along we had come to a coulee, :théy went over and I came
to a washout and it was just big enough for one man. I threw up the

sage brush so they couldn't see my tracks and I sat with my gun ready.

The Sioux, when they retreated they came right up on me. While I was
sitting there I saw a Sioux coming. I had a bear claw necklace and they
were turned upward and I was naked and we saw oné another., He stopped

at one and I mearly made up my mind to shoot him and I saw hiam talking to
the Sun. He was praying to it. As soon as he was through talking he

went in back of me and I thought he will shoot me now. -He didn't bother
any at all. It was Three-Son's son , a Piegan by the name ox Rattling-
Old-Man, Split-Zar's brother Lt was about sun down and they killed all of
them but him, Two of them got away, Butchering-Vith-His-Head-Down and
Pacing-‘estward, They are the two that prayed to the rocke. 4As soon as

he knew they killed all my party and as soon as they went back I ran

up the creck and stosped where they wouldn't find my tracks. I saw a
- big hole and crawled in it. A4S svon as I got in they came back and I
thought they saw me. They were right over me running around and looking
and they were raising cailn amongvthemééives. The sun was down and they
went back. I stayed until it was dark and then I went oute. "I made up

my mind that I would go back to my brothers who had been liilled and get

some moccasins. It madqme feel badly so I ran back. I ran 211l night. I
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“didn't Stop and about morning I luoy down and tried to sdeep wund I heard
some noise. I heard some one Sy here he is. The party said let us go

up to hime. I recognized the voice, it wes Little-Robe-Cld-Man's voice.

He had been killed but he ﬂ&d his voice. Littlé-ﬁobe-Old—Mﬁn said let
him sleep. He kept coming cnd he zot home. ‘hen he gol back he told

his people &ll his party had been killed. TYrobably Facing-VWestward is on
his way back., after the battle was over ﬁhe'Sioﬁx gaid he saw Butchering-
With-His~Head-Down in the washout and he spoke to the Sun to help themv

to get some scalps and ‘I am not going to kill this Blackfoot. Bear-Cluows
saw Butchering-Vith-Hig-Head-Down. -~he Siouxs were tulking wnd said there
were twelve in the party. There werc fourteen in the pérty at first. The
Siouxs were talking about it. They knew they killed all of them. Bear-
Claws said nothing. He was an old man. He got up and told¢ tho council to
be silent, he was going to tell them something. Some did get away. Where
we Ffirst saw them there was one Blackfoot, I.saw him. I told the Sun, I
prayed to it and ﬁold'it, I am going to kept this man in gsecret.

The fourteen that went were Little-Robe-0Old-lEn, Chief, Butchering-"ith-
His—Head—Domn,second Chief,Eacing—Westward,.(hé got back), Jumpaig-Into-
The-Tater, Battling-0ld-Man, Bgg-Horn-Sheep, Shqots-Close, akestun-v
Inside (Little-Dog's brother), Fl&ing-ﬂigh-Bird,vﬁeturnin@~0raﬁe, Small-
Body, Par-Side-Chief, Cree and Ice—Body(Rad~Eagle*s.granason and Little=-

Dog's brother).
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