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August 2B
Chief Curly Bear

Hisskason

The Indian tobacco or Niasskason was discovered a good muny years &go &3
far back as mewory eanm go0. The first Indisns that ii%&é in this eountiry
diseovered it. The man gave the seed the neme of Niesakeson and tne word
means "east". The man and his wife named it. The discoverer of this weed
was & #ery poor Indian snd he wes very old and had nothing snd didn't
belong to the Beavider Society. It seems aas if the man and women thatl named
this seed were husband and wife and the man's name was Very-Old-ian-Bear.
He had no wife--I made a mistake-~and he bad no. wife and no family end no
property and ne’w&a & very good singer and he assng for the Beaver Stcletly
and in which he was olassed &s & very good singer. This man wes classed
ag & good singer and as & good direetor of singing for the eéremony &nd

he was one of the prominent singers smong the people end it seeus that
this old man had two good friends who were very wealihly Indians. Ones
pame wes Butte snd the other was Old-Moom. They traveled with dogse in
these days there were very few horses. In those days as far a3 we e&n
remember way up in Cenedea where these Indisns were and where they were
wintering and the gpring was near and we were preparing for the buffalo
huat when we kill & lot of buffalo . We shall dry the meat and have it
gtored away for the early spring and then we ean eome together again for
the oeassion that we can sOw this seed of tne tobacco. Tne Beaver Soclety
was to go shead and preform the seremony of the planting and drilling

of this weed. We shall gome together at & very niee plaee, somewhere along
& river bottom where we cam plant this weed. In the beginning there were
three that really diseovered this weed. The three men got it from Old-
Man~Bear. When ihey esume toéaﬁhar the following summer on this river ig
Saskatehewan and they cidm'l weitc for Old-dan-Besr. gld-Moon and Butte

went Lo work end planted ihe wéed &nd got through sowing it &snd after
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0ld-Han®Bear sowed meel some Indisns on the prairie. He asked the way

to Old-Moon and Butte's oamp #nd he ssked 1f they had started the tobaceo
for the aomiqgwiater‘ He said you sre behind you didn't come in time for
this planting and he asked the reeason. Your friends said you were poor,
only you were 8 good singer. Old-Men-Bear felt very bad beesuse he had
lots of dried meat pmcked ou his doge. He tells his mother who ia very

0ld and says "Mother let us camp beenuse my friends have slready planted
thias weed™ and he felt very bad so they pitched their tepee and while

the mother of Old-iMan~Bear was busy he goes off and he was very tired

from the dsys trip and he lies down for s while on & buffalo dome snd

puts his head on it %o rest. On top of this dome was & birds asest and the
little birds were in it. He goes to sleep, During the time he was sleeping
the mother bird comes and wents to feed her young ones snd souldm't

begauge of the mmn. Iﬁ his s8leep 8 dream gonos to “lm. He saw the |
spring birds erying end the bird said "0ld-Man~Beay I kunow your troubles
and you are hurt beesuse you friemda thought you were puor and had no wesns
and they dlda’t wait for you and they have planted the seed aud I will |
help you if you will get up, I will help you. I will see that the

seeds pour friends have sowed don't come up this yesar. You get some of
that dung and buffalo dung &nd some gravel and lay yourgroung well.”

They didn't plow in those duys they burned all the weeds off before they
driiled. Vheun he awakened he got up and then he feed the little birds
before he lefi. Then he weut to his eamp. When he got to the eaxnp he

8sid to his mother that now they were going to plant some tobsecco right
here and I will preform tihe ceremony sud 1 wili plent my own seed. Ve
don't have to go where the people are but his mother made fun of him and
gaid he didn’t kpow how to plant the géed but he suid he had hopes from
what the birds told him. I made & mistake the men had no family hut his
mother was traveling with him. This mun didm't bave any pelts of beavers

like his friends bu. he was a good singer. It was his mother instead of
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.wife. Finally his wother consented and aaiwﬂ "Qli-lan~Bear a& you mean
what you say we hawem't any bundles of sacred beaver pelis, we eusn't plant
the weed without the medicine man or the Beaver Saaiatg‘%m@ she wasg
very much ageainet it but finally she said yes. The 0ld man s&id he meant
nhag he said and he went ouit snd piled up the buffale and cow dumg and
he burned & peteh in which to plant the weed. It was & square oblong pateh
snd they cleaned off the askes. He sharpened a stick something like a
eene and they make it very shserp. He sharpened two stioks made like
pins &nd when ihey got the pateh cleaned they drilled tie holes three or
four inehes deep and he put the eow and buffalo dumg and the gravel
in the noles whieh were in even lines. When they were drilling it they
weant (o eamp vhieh was after they were through &rilling it. They had
8 geremony but they dh&*t have & Beaver geremony sinee the songs the bird
sang are the ons he sang. They went through the preformsnce and sang
the bird songs. They eunped here Ior gever: 1l mooms and then the plent
begsn to come up. One day while they were there one of the braves coumss
out of the prairie looking for buffalo und ren into Old-Man-Bear's camp
and asked him sbout his nice tobsceo, He said that his friemds over in
canp had plaented msome but it didn*t come up &nd that the groumd had all
dried up and ihey aidn't have &ny lobacco. The Old-ian-Bear said look
at my nice tobacco I didn't heve any trouble with my tobacco lhe way your
friend. d4id, they drilled theirs before 1 did and the young brave reiurned
to the camp to bring the news to his people thai 0ld-ianBear had & niee
tobaceo patch. The first thing the young mun did was 10 go to Old~Hoom
and Butte, who were Chyafs, and he said he §ust came frou Cld-lam-Bears
eamp and he has & very nice tobaceo pateh and it was wonderful tobacco.
Old=Hoon snd Butte suggested that th&yﬁwova.«amp over to Old~Mun-Bears and
help him that they mey get sowe tobaceo and give him & bumdle oi Beaver
selts and make him & member of ithe Besver Soeiely and maybe they ki

would get some itobaeco. All tlhis linme 0ld~-Msn-Bear's friends Old-ioon
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and Bulte had some hard feeling sand when they got to eamp they had a
gecret eouncil in whieh Old-Moon said that they would fill & medicine pipe
and let Glﬁ~M§n~B&nr smoke it &nd it would kill him because they would

putl something in it but if it dida’t huwrl 0ld-Men-Bear they would give

him some pelis of beaver snd make hin @ member of the Beaver Society.
Old-dan-Beur was so powerrul that he kaew whuat theue uen were aolng to do
with him snd &t the time ilhey wslarted for tie camy he sang &he songas the
birds had given hig and he kept singing his medicine song of power. He
took the pipe snd suoked it und when he inhsled the amoke euae oubt of his
6urs, nose and mouth and this frightened his friends sud they gave hin
Boue pelis sand made niu & member oi ihe Soclety, Uld~ica~Beur went

oul and told one o0& the chiefs to go outl and teil the peopls not to ztesl
aay of the pleént because he would xuow it &nd sowe ,unishuent would

full upon them. You suow there is «lways s0.@ on in the s&up who wantss
t0 be gamrt. Oue young brave swld he wes going and get soue of Lhe plsat
aund we diun't believe he would wnow becuuse t.ere were so muny plants

80 ne went one night and took oue of Lhenweeds. Tue following morning Old-
Han-Bear gets up und snnounces itu huve the weed returned Lu his canp.

It was scunounces th:augheut the gamp beeuuss he kaew the person a8lso bub
bhe doesn't want (o tell and ouly usixs tuat the weed be returned znd t.ere
i3 & lime vheu we cua al. enjoy it &nd in the mematime the young man

nad smoked iv, sue fourth tiue he unnsuneed it snd $hnere was ao res.onse
and he was going to punisn t.e poung aeu for ttxins the weed. He told
everyone tu pile up stomes arouand their tents. Thut night Le gzoes through
t.e medicine songs w.d he preys Lo the Great Spirit that the wind may eome

up very stoag end the wind osme up end in the seeond song he asis for

roia wnd ne gets both, Tnere was not u tepee lefti oniy 0ld~iMzn-~Bear's
tepee slsyed up zund tre people were very much afraid sud they went to
the nilss to try :nd put u. their lodges and the children eried sad the

parents did also &ud a1l tue velleys were flooded znd finully socme one
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eaae t0 him and esk him to 8t0y the raein end wind snd he anawered that he
eould 1ot stop the vind and rain but his mother could and he usked his
mother four times snd his mother sang the medicine sopgs which stopped

the wind a«nd raeis and Old-ien-Besr ehanges nis aume Lo Bure-’lsater.

( He takes it up to the present day. It has passed down to tue preagent
generation. How he game to join thim Soeiety ete.)

Phirty odd years ago &nd I received & letter from Calgary. You reueuber
thet I didn't know or intend to become & member of tane Beaver 3ocity or
didn't know howy to plant the tobaeco. HNo one oI tne Biackfeel ever had
the courage Lo plsnl this tobsece. I sterted ror the north for the Black-
f@et Indisns and I took seven head of horses,at that time I was pretiy
well to doas Whem I got to Mt. Cloud I bought ten secks of flour, two~
hundred pounds of sugar &snd other things that they bhad, eandies eig. I
¥xE also bougnt some other groeeries so that they could heve the medlcine
feast =nd I bought one~half of & beef. When I goti %o ihe Blaekfeetl

gamp I weni to the people that had the Hésskssom &nd I gave hhem & lot
of these provisions and said this is your food snd I am giving you three
hesd of horses so the people wanted four ef the youmg braves Lo go ah&&é
and out some medicine poles and get ready for thisc ceremony and then we
moved chmp. When we eauped that night begore we got to where the poles
were put some ome sanounced that the poles were already for plasing.

They also had some small willows outl. The erier announced that they
would move oamp early in the uorning. The followiﬁg morning travolises
were put on dogs, babies were tied in the travoimes and they staried

tb move @aup. When we osue within & 1ittle distanee or 500 or 600 yards
of where the poles were oul we pul uy our tents and here we samped along
the river bhank. ﬂerﬁimg came und every one started to dress for ilne cere~
mony. war peint, weasel custwnes and all the besl dresses were all

gotten ocut for lue medicine ceremony end the bluckfeel Indians in Canda
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" are noted Ior thelr dressing. “hey have buckskin dresses snd my wife hus
one of those drecsses now. Within & very sShort distemce from where the
poles were setl they bxnke eamp and advanced aboul two-hundred yards on the
river bank and where they pitehed oump and proceeded wilhh the medicine |
eeremony and sung their songs. We sang our songs in conneotion with the
Hisaksson. 41l this time when we were &pprosehing nesrer thne poles
we were singing. We stopped four times and advaneed four times and when
we cuue near we sent every one out to get a few dry sticks for the fire
and everyone went after dry wood. The reason why I was taking part was
that they were ilrunsfering the Niaskason seed to me g0 I would be entitled
to plant it for my tob&caé. The loeation of this patoh was very nesar.

In the Beaver bundle which is the seared bundle there was tripe of &ll

the animals such &g the otter, wessel, sguirrel, badger ete., snd all the
animels we ean think of. The select thirteem garden patches to plant the
Nisskason. The take the bundle of hides and place them where they sre
going to sow the seed. After that all come to the pata&né and by this

time the ehildren have come and the young girls have some with the small
dry willows snd they have thirteen pstches in which to plant the Hisakason.
Every child hes one patoh to go to and leave the wood and they pile it

up so0 that they esn burn it snd you remember at ithis time we have the medi-
eine ceremony and the burning of the groungd and the burning of tue grass
and weeds. They did not use the matech,y it was against the ceremony.

In ii-hti.g this fire we use fliant, punk and ateel and by striking the flimt
and holding this tagathar it mukes a light. Ve setl fire to the pateohes,
get fire to the wood snd then there is s greuat umoke. We keep on singing
our medicine songs 80 we might by suceessful with this plent. HAfter all
the fires have gone down it is most wéﬁﬁarful to see lue p&tehéa Just aa
if they were cut in squsre oblongs, burmed out in that shape. The patbhes
are about fifteen or sixteen feet square. After the fire has died out

we move up to Lhe buildiag of the medicine lodge. The ceremony is to
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take plauce, All this time during the ceremony ithe Niasskason was being trana-
ferred to me, It is juite & thing to build & medicine lodge. Jfour long
poles were used and on top 0f these poles were pleeed different tinings,
gifts to ihe 3Sum, bundles of willows and gifis und theyused the tripe

on tne poles end there were two other pelts tied t0 very dong poles &nd

put through the center of this great lodge the sume as if you were pulting
out u fluge In the center where ths long poles are hoisled with the

pelts there are small trees lined up in & row inside of the big lodge

and behind this setls the medicine men &nd they weht throuznh tne Beave¥
eceremony and in front oi these places there was & place where they put live
shargoals to make the holy smudge or the medicine smudge. This took place
at night. They dug & long trenmeh and plased two poles and here they jung
their meat which they boiled &ll night and went through the ceremony all
night., At this eeremony and ihe médicine fesst these four of whom [ apoke
of in the early puri of my story sre the ones tnat waited on the people

snd when they waited on tne people two wenl on each side snd we sung end
feasted thst night. You understend thst the.e are & great many kinds of
pelts in tne Beaver bundle or the scared bundle of the Beaver Sociely.

In this bundle there is one chief animsl that takes the lead in the cere-~
mony &nd tﬁat is the robim and that night Coming-Over-In-ihe~iorning,

the @#ld man that was seting ae the president, begsn to fear und there wus
no sign of rain and ao elouds and it wes knowm thatl there must be rain when
this ceremony was going on. There was no sign of rain along about midnight,.
There was mug. fear so I told the people to be guiet and M would prey for
rain and J usked Curly-Bear to strip down &nd they peimted him with yellow
paint and here and there with red and told him now we are going 10 sing

the otter song end he usked 0urly-Baar“€§ g0 to the fire snd get some couls
end we will muke a smudge. While the o0ld msn was singing ihe smoke came
and it went upward about one fool and then seattered whiech indieated rain

-

and everyong was glad they were to have raim that night and he sontinued
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their songs &ud in the gongs were lhese words: "my medicine ls very power~
ful and I want rain". How we will have to try some other kind of & danece
for the rain 80 we will be sure it comes. Lhere were four men selected

and I was one 0f them, and there were two otter. Ihere were two sgsered
pelts of mink 80 that when they had these they begun to danee. The fire
pleace was in the center and first they would dsnoe on the north side of

the fire and then on the east side and thnen on the south slde. Vhen we
danced on the porth side there was no sign of rsim., The medicine songs
eontinued but when we cume 10 the south side the rain eame. Ve had & good
rain, Ve had on of the best rains we had ever hsad. 7There was rain, water

& hail., Ve sat dovn there asnd it was 8till reining very hard. Vhen

they &ll sat down the rain conginued. In the meantime there was & strange
eall cutside., +“hese were the persons that made the vow 1o feed this
ocecasion. To feed Lhe men that were taking part in the eeremony. They hed
dried mesat snd dried berries. They 20l wild berries and made & SOuUp.

Lfter the soup wus served we had thirteen poles that were covered with tripe.
ihis wus to mske the weed come up. In the moraning il cleured away and we
sll went out to drill the eseed intc the gwound; All this time thele was

8 oeremony &nd somgs that the Great Spirit might be good and they drilled
the holes. EKveryone tskes part and then they expose the Niaakason and

begin to sing some of the songs. After they -ot done seeding this seed they
get on eaeh side of the pateh and they ask all the e¢hildrem t0 come and they
tramp over it and tremp down the holea. They select four sehildrem for each
pateh and there we.e tairteen patehes of this seed. These childre@ have

10 be very oareful in running over the patches . If they follow the iines
sucgessfully it is & sign they will live & long tlhﬂ. They runm over tlhese
patohes about four times. The yataheglgra pretty well trampled down and ithea
they sll go baek t0 the csump s8till going through the ceremony. Ho one must
look baek and they still sing the songs of the Besaver Socletly, and everyoune

is instructed 10 move camp and run awsy as if ensemies were after them.
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%hayvgener&lly pick out & fust horse and they wmove camp &nd agein they
eump. They send bsek this fast horse and a fast rider with a little bit
of Nisskason seed tied in & sms.l bag sttsched to the enﬁdaf & willow &nd
tHey tell him to tuke it back and stick it in the groumd &nd t0 hurry and

go fast and also to geome back real famt, This is the sizn for it to have

& good growth. In the morning they have the @eremony they have when they
plant the Hisakason. 7They go through the songs and they pray and the
young fellow geta on the horse in the diredtion the plant is and goes where
they cumped first and stieks up the pole and without looking in the direetionm
of where the Hisakason is planted he returns to ithe camp., There wis some-
thing very dungergous to 100k at the Hisskasom. The Nisskason turms into
persons when s0me one 1looks &t them at the person that looks doesn't live
very longe. 4nd these people are always dressed in ealf robea. Ve go

bagk to where we cuuped first and pray to the Great Spirit that we might
be successful in raising good tobaceo. Tue first twenty-five days we

hold another eeremony and we seleet our braves who have fought aseveral
battles and has stolen & good meny horses from other people and he is sel-
ected @s the weout. The next tweaty~-five days we hold another gerenscny

or the Bswe one we held when we planted the seed. This is the whole story
of the planting of the Niaskason. In the month of QOetober they

are ready 10 piek the weed whiech la twelve or ten inshes tall.‘ It has
twolve leaves on eacn stem. They get reedy 10 harvest about the ssme

time the wheat ripeua; When they are ready to piek it they send seouts
again to see if £t is reuady. The Indians go back again to where they
eamped the firet time and go through thelr medieine ceremony again and then
lth&y harvest it. They pull it up by the root besause it is on the root

that the Hleakason is found, Then they”éry it and smoke it.
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